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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
I must commend all students and staff for the smooth start to the 2019 academic year. The full use of these last five
weeks of the school year by our junior classes has been one of the great ‘hidden’ benefits of our compressed model
of HSC curriculum. Parents and guardians can assist us over these next five weeks by ensuring that students are
maintaining their home study routine.
Upcoming events include:
- Our final Parish Festival Mass this Sunday, 25 November at the special time of 9am for the Feast of Christ
the King. Supper will follow in the Parish Hall.
- Our Year 7 (2019) Orientation Day will be held next Friday, 30 November here at the College. Welcoming
a new cohort of Year 7 students into the College is always exciting and I know days such as these go a long
way towards ‘easing nerves’ for our new students.
- The P&F ‘Thank you’ wine and cheese supper will be held next Tuesday week, 4 December from 5.30pm
in the College staff room. Come along and reminisce about the year that was!
- Year 5 ‘Student For A Day’ will be held on Tuesday, 11 December which is the same day as our annual
‘Celebration Evening’ which commences at 7pm in the Relihan Centre. This is always a great way to
acknowledge and recognise the achievements of so many of our students throughout the 2018 academic year.
Finally, by now you will no doubt have heard that for the 2019 school year, I have been seconded as Principal to
McAuley Catholic College, Grafton. Mrs Tracy Robinson will be Acting Principal of St Mary’s during my absence
and I know that you will show her the same outstanding level of support which you have afforded me over the past
ten years. I will still be in close contact with St Mary’s during the next year before returning to my substantive
position here as Principal in 2020. Thank you to those parents who have sent me their good wishes on my new
appointment.
Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely

Aaron Beach
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 7
Fri, 30 November

Yr 7 (2019) Orientation Day
Leadership Camp - Woodlawn

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
The last two weeks have been an extraordinary time in
the College calendar. Our Transition Week activities
were well attended and all students who attended and
participated should be commended for their efforts.
The reports from the ministries which were visited by
our students were very positive, and all were highly
complimentary of the work our students did, and in the
manner in which they conducted themselves. Our
students are a constant source of pride to the College,
and to watch them “reach out’” and live the motto of
our College was inspirational.
This week all students changed over to the next year
level and have settled very quickly into their new
classes, and teacher routines. Our Compressed
Curriculum model allows our students to have a head
start in all year levels, and it is wonderful to see
students step-up to the new challenges before them.
The students have been spoken to about the 3R’s
which are the College aims to help improve classroom
practice and environment; being: RESPECTFUL,
RESPONSIBLE and READY. These are common
expectations throughout the College and each teacher
will discuss these expectations with their classes.
These are not new to our College community, but have
been renewed in terms of their importance to help our
classrooms operate effectively. These will be
explained in a greater degree of detail as the academic
year rolls on.
I wish our students great success at the start of their
new school year.
Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal
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Week 8
3/12 – 5/12

Leadership Camp - Woodlawn

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION
Season of Advent
The Season of Advent begins on Sunday, 2
December. The four weeks of Advent are popularly
considered to symbolize the four thousand years of
darkness before the coming of Christ. We set
up nativity scenes, light Advent candles, and decorate
wreaths in our homes to signify Christ’s presence
coming in the darkness of sin and suffering. Four
candles adorn an Advent wreath, one for each week. A
fifth candle is sometimes placed in the centre for the
beginning of the Christmas season.
Advent colours are worn by the priests and deacons
and decorate the Church. They are represented in the
candles that surround the Advent wreath:
Violet: royalty, repentance, and fasting (First, Second,
and Fourth Week of Advent);
Rose: abundant joy (Third Week of Advent, known
as Gaudete Sunday, joy in Latin);
White: light and purity (Christ Candle, centre candle
completes the season and begins Christmas).
Senior Retreat Tyalgum Ridge Retreat
This year the College was
extremely fortunate to have the
services of Sam Clear. Sam
based his Retreat process on the
lessons he learnt on his nineteen
month, 15,600km walk around
the world for Christian unity.
Students were also offered
opportunities to participate in a
number of outdoor activities to
help them come together as a
Senior cohort. We were also
extremely fortunate to have Fr
Peter attend and celebrate Mass
with us.

The number of areas and institutions where students
assisted included: St Brigid’s Primary School, Kyogle;
St Joseph’s Primary School, Coraki; Cedars Aged
Care; Jumbunna Early Childhood Intervention Centre;
Richmond Lodge Aged Care; Windara; Council cleanup at QE2 Park; weeding and cleaning around
residential units for the elderly; picking-up rubbish in
various parks and along the river.

Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

LOCKER REMINDER

2018 Transition Week Activities Years 7,8, 9
Reach Out Community Service Day and Social
Justice Retreat Day – Wednesday, 14 November –
Thursday, 15 November
Over the two days, students participated in both a
leadership Retreat day facilitated by Az Hamilton and
two “Reach Out” community service activities. The
“Reach Out” community service day involved
students undertaking some form of community service
or “ministry” in small groups. Giving back to the
community is a special and important part of
belonging to a Catholic school and an integral part of
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All students are allocated a locker to store their
belongings, especially text books. Please ensure your
child has a padlock to secure their locker. A spare
locker key can be kept in the College office.
Beverley Champion
Teacher-Librarian

BERG SHIELD CRICKET

UNIFORM SHOP

On Friday, 16 November the College sent a team to
Grafton to compete in the Berg Shield cricket. Trinity
Catholic College, Lismore; McAuley Catholic
College, Grafton and St John Paul College, Coffs
Harbour were also in attendance.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.

Our first game was against Trinity, with SMCC batting
first. The game was reduced to seventeen overs a side
to enable us to play a second game after lunch. After a
disastrous start we managed to post a reasonable score
of ninety-four with Alex Newton batting well. Our
bowling and fielding were to be commended as our
team only had eight players rather than eleven due to
injury and the lure of a trip to Wet and Wild.
Unfortunately, Trinity reached our score with a
number of overs to spare.

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.

Following this loss, we played St John Paul College.
Some inconsistent bowling and some very capable
batting from St John Paul College meant that we were
chasing a target well over 200, even with the generous
supply of additional fielders from the opposition. Our
run chase never really got going and we were beaten
by some very experienced bowlers.

CASINO INDOOR SPORTS STADIUM

Overall, each of the students had an enjoyable day,
despite the losses. Our team was commended on the
way they conducted themselves in the field by the
opposing teacher/umpire. Thank you to the eight
students who sacrificed a trip to Wet and Wild to play
and to Joe Lollback for scoring. Hopefully, next year
with a full team we will give the other sides a good run
for their money!
Kate Rowlands
Teacher

Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.

Casino Indoor Sports Stadium has activities for 5-14
year olds in the form of Futsal (indoor soccer) on
Mondays from 4pm and 4.45pm and Wednesdays
from 4pm to 5pm as well as Basketball on Fridays
from 4.15pm. They are fun, social games that players
can turn up to on a casual basis and we are always
looking for more players. Also, the next Nerf Wars
will be on Saturday, 24 November.

STAFF QUIZ

Jill Crompton
Food Technology Teacher

CANTEEN ROSTER
26/11

3/12

27/11 D O’Leary

4/12 D O’Leary

28/11

5/12

29/11 K Evans

6/12 K Evans

30/11 J Turner

7/12 S Bodley

Where’s your favourite place to holiday and
where would you love to visit?
Kingscliff and Caloundra are both favourites. I
would love to visit Ireland.
What’s something that people may not know
about you?
I have a very large collection of vintage sewing
patterns and I have landed a plane!
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WHEN: Saturday,
24 November
WHERE: Marian
Cottage, 47 West St
TIME: 7pm – 8.30pm
DINNER: $5
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