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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

 

These final weeks of Term 3 are always special in a NSW secondary school as the full school community is afforded 

various opportunities to gather; and these last couple of weeks at St Mary’s have been no exception. Our annual 

‘Showcase’ was such a success that an encore performance of various acts was held this afternoon and rebadged as 

‘Splendour on the Flat’. To see our students in their yellow colours (as part of ‘R U OK Day’) and knowing they had 

given so generously to our drought fundraising ($2113.85 raised) serves as a timely reminder about just what a special 

community we belong to here in Casino. And of course we still have our Year 12 Graduation to look forward to on 

September 28!  

 

While our 2019 Senior Leaders were formally inducted on Tuesday, our 2018 Leaders began a new initiative with 

their very own ‘St Mary’s Breakfast Club’ to be held on Tuesday mornings, which follows on from the work they 

have been doing at Casino West Public School for the last two years. This was very well received by students from 

both SMP and SMCC last Tuesday and we look forward to building on this in the coming months. 

 

We are currently in the process of finalising staffing for 2019 with our timetable set to ‘roll’ on Monday, 19 

November. Mr Jeff Marriott and Mrs Janelle Godfrey have both indicated that they will be retiring from teaching at 

the end of the school year and while there will be formal opportunities to thank them both at functions later in Term 

4, at this point I would like to simply thank them for their outstanding work here at the College over many years. We 

are also in the process of appointing our Middle Leadership Team for 2019 – 2021. There is one change to this 

structure, with the current Stage 4 Coordinator’s role being split into separate Years 7 & 8 Coordinators. I hope to be 

in a position to announce a number of staff appointments in the first Newsletter of Term 4. 

 

As we are quickly moving towards the business end of the academic year, I would encourage students to make full 

use of the Homework Centre which is run in the Library every Monday to Thursday from 3.15pm to 5.00pm. 

Specialist Maths tutorials are held on Mondays and Thursdays from 3.15pm to 4.00pm.  

 

As all staff are attending an Inservice next Wednesday afternoon (19 September) in Lismore, I ask you to note 

that there will be NO HOMEWORK CENTRE on this day. The Office will also be closing at 3.45pm.  

 

Finally, I leave you with the following thought from Pope Francis which I used in my address at our Leadership 

Transition Assembly: 

 

‘The greatest figures of prophecy and sanctity step forth out of the darkest night… Certainly the most decisive 

turning points in world history are substantially co-determined by souls whom no history book ever mentions…’ 

 

Enjoy the fortnight ahead.  

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

Aaron Beach 

Principal 
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PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 

12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am. 
 

UPCOMING DATES 

Week 9 Week 10 

Mon, 17 September Yr 10 HSIE – Byron Bay 25/9 - 4/10  Yr 10 PDHPE Tasmania Excursion 

Tues, 18 September College Social 6.30-9.30pm Thurs, 27 September Yr 12 Movieworld Excursion 

Sat, 22 September Yr 12 Trivia Night 27/9 – 30/9 Ignite Conference  

  Friday, 28 September Yr 12 Graduation 

 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL  

As we draw closer to the end of a very busy Term, it 

is appropriate that I remind parents and students of our 

arrangements for our Year 12 Graduation Day which 

is on the last day of this Term, Friday, 28 September.  

 

Graduation Day is a compulsory school day for the 

entire College community. It is the last opportunity we 

have to gather as a whole school for 2018. All students 

are expected to be present, and in full school uniform. 

Mass will begin at 10.00am followed by the formal 

Graduation Awards ceremony. After the completion 

of the formal proceedings, all students will be 

permitted to sign-out early if they have a note from 

home. We anticipate that they would be signing out 

between 12 and 12.30pm. There will be supervision 

for those who remain at the College in the afternoon. 

 

This is a day that students in the past have chosen to 

‘opt out of’ for reasons unknown. This is a celebration 

for our Year 12 students and their achievements. It is 

also a way for our College to wish them well for their 

future, and to reflect on our shared journey as a 

community together. Students, please support our 

Year 12s and our College, and be present at the 

celebration. 

Tracy Robinson 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - 

MISSION 

Social Justice Statement 2018–2019 

A Place to Call Home: Making a home for everyone 

in our land  

The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice 

Statement for 2018–19 is titled A Place to Call Home: 

Making a home for everyone in our land. It confronts 

the growing challenge of homelessness and housing 

insecurity in Australia. 

  

The latest Census figures show that more than 116,000 

Australians are homeless – something unacceptable 

for a rich and well-resourced nation like ours. Yet 

these people are only the tip of the iceberg: welfare 

agencies report growing numbers of families and 

individuals struggling to meet the cost of mortgages or 

rents and turning to specialist housing services, which 

are often unable to meet demand. 

 

The Scriptural basis of the Statement is Jesus’ parable 

of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30–35), about an 

outsider who does something that rich and influential 

men refuse to do: he stops to help a man in desperate 

need, takes him to safety and pays for his care. The 

Statement also draws on the example of Pope Francis, 

who has reached out to men and women on the streets 

of Rome and reminded us forcefully of the rights of 

people experiencing homelessness around the world. 

 

The Bishops consider the extent of our housing crisis 

and Australia’s falling rates of home ownership. They 

focus especially on those in our society who are most 

vulnerable to housing insecurity and homelessness. 

We are reminded that safe and secure housing is a 

human right, asserted both by the Church’s social 

teaching and by the Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Homelessness is a challenge for all levels of society: 

for Government, for Church and community, and for 

us as individuals. Each one of us can make a difference 

and, when we join with others, we can be a real force 

for change that ensures everyone has a place to call 

home. 
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Senior Retreat - Tyalgum Ridge Retreat – 

Wednesday, 14 November – Friday, 16 November 

All current Years 10 and 11 students will attend the 

2018 Senior Retreat. Sam Clear will be facilitating 

some of the sessions at the Retreat.  

 

Senior Retreats are consistently reported by students 

as one of the highlights of their school experience and 

represent an important part of their spiritual 

development. The Senior Retreat is a compulsory part 

of the program at St. Mary’s Catholic College and as 

such it is expected that all students will be in 

attendance. Current Year 11 students will be provided 

with permission notes on Monday, 17 September. 

Current Year 10 students will receive their permission 

notes early in Term 4. They will be invited to nominate 

for a number of activities offered by Tyalgum Ridge 

Retreat. These include: canoeing, low/high ropes, 

flying fox, bush walking. 

 

Sam Clear has six years of full-time youth 

ministry experience with YMT Australia, a degree in 

Mechanical Engineering, a rich sporting background, 

and now over 500 engagements internationally as 

a sole presenter. Sam brings the lessons of the nineteen 

month, 15,600km walk around the world for Christian 

unity to extraordinary life. Impacting on the lives of 

those he encounters is just the beginning. Sam has an 

innate ability to communicate, inspire and 

motivate. Sam Clear is the founding manager of 

Harvest Pilgrimage’s youth and young adult division, 

INROADS, which engages Year 12 graduates with 

drug & alcohol free Alternative Schoolies options 

to Fiji. His book, Walk4one - Paving a Path to Unity, 

is currently used in numerous Australian school’s 

curriculum, along with the follow-up documentary, 

The Road to Adolfo. 

 

Festa Christi 

Festa Christi is a gathering for selected Year 8 students 

from Parish Secondary Schools in the North of the 

Diocese to celebrate their faith at a Diocesan level.  

 

The two-day Retreat experience involves activities 

that focus on ‘walking in another person’s shoes’, 

having the students overcome their fears and gaining a 

greater awareness of social justice. Festa Christi’s 

program allows time for prayer and reflection and 

concludes with the celebration of the Eucharist. The 

program has been geared to meet the needs of Year 8 

students.  

 

The gathering will be an overnight experience which 

will allow relationships to be built with other students 

from throughout the Diocese, as well as a chance for 

students to talk about and share their faith journey.  

 

What:  Festa Christi – a youth gathering for students 

from every Parish school in the Northern region of the 

Diocese.  

 

When:  Thursday, 15 November – Friday 16 

November, 2018. 

 

Where: Bornhoffen Leadership Development Centre, 

3510 Nerang Murwillumbah Road, Natural Bridge, 

Qld.  

 

Cost:  Nil. All transport, food and accommodation 

expenses will be met by the Catholic Schools Office. 

 

In discerning which students might participate in this 

Retreat experience, the CSO has recommended the 

following criteria: 

 

 Core catholic students who: 

1. Regularly attend Mass;  

2. Are involved in some other form of Church 

activity either at school or in the Parish; 

 

 Students who exhibit the following attributes: 

 initiative,  

 common sense;  

 a sense of adventure;  

 a mature character. 

 

We only offer a limited number of places. Any student 

who would like to be considered is asked to write a 

brief statement supporting her/his nomination on the 

information sheets provided by Mr Colles which are 

available from the Office. Attention should be given 

to the stated selection criteria. Nominations should be 

submitted to Mr Colles no later than Friday, 19 

October. 

 

Upcoming Feast days 

Friday, 21 September - St Matthew 

Monday, 24 September – Venerable Catherine 

McAuley 

Thursday, 27 September - St Vincent de Paul 

 

Greg Colles 

Assistant Principal - Mission 
 

 

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY  

HSC Study: Now or Never! 
As the countdown to HSC exams is on (four weeks, 

six days and twenty-two hours as I write this!), it is 

important we remind our Senior Students to use this 

time to their advantage.  
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Our Leader of Curriculum, Mr Michael Woerner, and 

I have given a presentation to the HSC students today 

about the importance of the next five weeks. This time 

period is the differentiator. Students have finished 

their course content, and now will need to revise, 

rehearse, refine and consolidate. The combined 

assessment mark is only 50% of their final HSC 

results, and so the HSC exams make up that other 50% 

- half of their final attainment. Attendance in these last 

few weeks of school is critical, as HSC teachers are 

busy revising core content and practicing exam 

responses.  

 

As part of the presentation today, students watched a 

clip on how to prepare and they were encouraged to 

consider three things: the Keep, Start, Stop protocol. 

To keep hold of good practices and knowledge that are 

working for them. To identify the things they need to 

start doing; to start asking questions, to start asking 

for help, to work on those things they need to change 

and improve on. And to stop. Stop doing all of those 

things that don’t work. What they did for their Trial 

Exams that didn’t work, that in hindsight caused them 

problems. Albert Einstein says ‘The definition of 

insanity is doing the same thing over and over again, 

and expecting different results.’ A link to this clip is 

here: How to bounce back from your HSC Trials. 

 

At the start of the year, I published in the Newsletter 

online tools that students can access to help them study 

and revise. I include this list here again today, so that 

as parents you can support our Seniors by guiding 

them to these resources. In the coming October school 

holidays, the College will be offering study sessions 

for HSC students. These will not only be subject 

specific, but a classroom will be opened up as a quiet 

space for students to come and study with the support 

and supervision of staff. A Holiday Study Timetable 

will be printed in the next Newsletter. Please 

encourage your young people to take advantage of this 

time, space and support. 

 

Handy HSC Study Skills Resources/Links: 

 NESA HSC key-dates-exam-timetables 

 Australian Resource Centre - sample scripts 

 https://www.artofsmart.com.au/hsc-

resources/ 

 https://edrolo.com.au/ 

 https://austudent.elevateeducation.com/ 

 

And one specifically for parents of HSC students: 

 http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homewor

k-and-study/homework-tips/tips-for-

surviving-the-hsc/hsc-resources-to-help-

your-child 

 

Dana Barnsley 

Leader of Pedagogy 

 

CAREERS 

Much has been happening in Careers in the last few 

weeks. Due to interest from a number of students, the 

Police came to talk to students regarding a career in 

the Police Force, answering questions and giving tips 

on entry. 

 

Year 10 have been working on a “Getting Noticed” 

Unit in their Career programme and have prepared 

resumes, learnt how to read a job advertisement and 

write a supporting covering letter. To further facilitate 

skills development, a number of Casino Rotarians 

volunteered their time to provide an opportunity for 

students to complete a Mock Job Interview. Students 

were given feedback and had an opportunity to 

experience the interview process in a positive 

environment. A special thanks to: John Oomen, Geoff 

Austin, John Nipperess, Gwenda Nipperess, John 

Lane, John Edwards and our College Business 

Manager, Leanne Cummins, for their time. 

 

Finally, Year 12 are in the process of making 

applications for University, TAFE or preparing for 

other forms of study and work. This can be a lengthy 

process. I encourage all students to organise an 

appointment to discuss their plans to ensure they have 

a broad base of options moving forward. 

 

Beverley Champion 

Leader of Careers and Resources 

 

  

SAINTS SPORT 

NRCC AFL – Byron Bay  

Our Under 16 boys’ and girls’ teams travelled to 

Byron Bay during Week 6 to compete in this annual 

event. We were hampered in the boys’ competition as 

we did not have appropriate numbers on the day. 

Thankfully, other teams were able to provide us with 

players to substitute. Our boys maintained their 

enthusiasm for the entire day without winning a game 

from the four that they contested. Best players were: 

Jack Denson and Lauchlan Hogan. The girls managed 

to win one game. Best players were: Ella Hobbs, 

Shakirra Wilson and Crystal Ross. 

 

Diocesan Netball 

The Lismore Diocesan Netball Carnival was run in 

Casino last week with thirty-two teams involved, 

coming from Kempsey in the south to Banora Point in 

the North. St Mary’s had three teams competing - 

Senior, Intermediate and Junior. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MQ2DaxMzho
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables
https://arc.nesa.nsw.edu.au/go/hsc/std-matl
https://www.artofsmart.com.au/hsc-resources/
https://www.artofsmart.com.au/hsc-resources/
https://edrolo.com.au/
https://austudent.elevateeducation.com/
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/tips-for-surviving-the-hsc/hsc-resources-to-help-your-child
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/tips-for-surviving-the-hsc/hsc-resources-to-help-your-child
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/tips-for-surviving-the-hsc/hsc-resources-to-help-your-child
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/homework-tips/tips-for-surviving-the-hsc/hsc-resources-to-help-your-child
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The Junior team were placed in Pool A and the 

competition was tough. The girls played very well 

with three of their five games resulting in close scores. 

The girls placed fifth overall. The girls fought hard and 

they played great games of Netball. The most 

consistent players of the day were: Poppy Lynes, 

Holly Wall and Libby Falls.  

 

In the Intermediate competition, St Mary’s finished 

second in their pool and had to face the eventual 

winners, Trinity Catholic College in the semi-finals. 

They went down fighting though and were definitely 

improving with every game. Best performers were: 

Olivia O’Reilly, Grace Fraser and Claudia Bengtson. 

 

The Senior team narrowly lost their round games 

against tough competition but had a win in their final 

against Kempsey. The most valuable players of the 

day were: Renae Duley, Kacee McGrath (who finished 

the day with a broken hand!) and Kaitlin Dickson. All 

girls played well and the Year 12s enjoyed the 

opportunity to play together for the last time playing 

for St Mary’s. 

 

Thank you to our umpires for the day: Hannah Toohey 

and Melissa Hartley as well as Karan Bengtson and 

Emily Flatley who coached the teams. The College 

would like to thank Melissa Dickson and her helpers 

from the Casino Netball Association for their input 

into the smooth running of the day. We would also like 

to acknowledge the generous help provided through 

Casino RSM with their sponsorship. 

 

 

 

Coming Up 

Friday, 19 October – Under 14 and 16 Girls and Boys 

Rugby 7s - Byron Bay; 

Friday, 26 October – Diocesan Volleyball – Coffs 

Harbour; 

Tuesday, 30 October – Diocesan Gymnastics – 

Lismore. 

 

Paul McCaffery 

Sports Coordinator 

 

 

INDONESIAN CORNER 

Year 8 can hold their heads high as a year group for 

ranking First overall in Indonesian out of eighty-two 

schools participating in the NSW Languages Perfect 

Competition. A special SELAMAT or 

CONGRATULATIONS goes to Alex Newton for 

working to achieve a Gold Award! 

 

Also, Year 8 have been tasting some Indonesian street 

food, Nasi Kuning or yellow rice. See 8B enjoying a 

game of 'gadjah/orang/semut' (elephant/person/ant) 

similar to scissors/paper/rock before they ate a menu 

of: 

nasi - rice 

ayam - chicken 

telur - egg 

sambal - spicy sauce 

timun – cucumber 

 

 

 

Katie Coughlan 

Indonesian Teacher 

 

SHOWCASE 

A big thank you to all students who were involved in 

our annual ‘Showcase’ last Tuesday. The evening was 

a great success with many outstanding performances. 

Even though there was no Senior Music class this year, 

our junior students certainly ‘stepped up’ and provided 

an excellent evening of entertainment. Thank you to 

all staff involved and all students who volunteered 

their time and effort towards making the evening such 

a great success. 
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HSIE EXCURSIONS 

Year 8 HSIE Excursion: Rocky Creek Dam 

On Monday, 10 September, our Year 8 students 

travelled to Rocky Creek Dam to undertake fieldwork 

for their Water in the World topic. As part of the 

activities for the day, students rotated through three 

activities; the Platypus Walk which involved a 

rainforest walk and explanation of indigenous plant 

use, water and abiotic testing and finally a field sketch 

and mapping task. The weather was perfect for being 

outdoors and the students enjoyed having a different 

classroom for the day.  

 

Student experiences of the day: 

 

“I enjoyed the water testing and mapping. The water 

testing was interesting as it introduced us to new 

equipment and ways of testing things. The mapping 

was a more relaxing activity that focused on team 

work with the group. Overall the trip was enjoyable 

and the bus ride was good. It was a good trip” - 

Nicholas Griffin 

 

“I enjoyed going on the Platypus Walk because it was 

a nice walk and the area looked lovely. I also enjoyed 

working in a group for the mapping and field sketch 

activities” - Josh Macdonald 
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10 HSIE Excursion - Byron Bay 

All Year 10 students will travel to Byron Bay on 

Monday, 17 September to participate in compulsory 

fieldwork as part of their Stage 5 Geography course. 

Students are to ensure they are prepared for the day 

with all of the necessary equipment detailed in their 

permission note. It is expected that all students will be 

in attendance on the day. 

 

Liz Bale 

Leader of HSIE 

 

 

COFFEE COURSE 

On Wednesday, 15 August, our Senior Hospitality 

students travelled to Grafton to participate in the 

course - Prepare and Serve Espresso Coffee. During 

the day, students were involved in making a range of 

different coffees, gaining experience and knowledge 

in the process of making a great tasting coffee.  The 

Hospitality students, along with Mrs Crompton and 

Mrs Lynch would like to thank Debbie and the team at 

Country Hospitality Training services for an enjoyable 

day and the great tasting coffee. 

 

 
 

 

YEAR 7 MUSIC 

Year 7 Music students are currently studying the 

guitar. So far, students have learned how to read 

tablature (a method of reading music for guitar) and 

how to play a number of chords. Students have been 

busy composing their own chord progressions and 

performing pieces of music as a class ensemble. 

Students are really enjoying the approach of learning 

a theoretical concept and then applying it directly to 

the guitar through practical activities.  

 

 
 

Justin Hayward 

A/Leader of Creative Arts & LOTE 

 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

17/9  24/9  

18/9 D O’Leary 25/9 D O’Leary 

19/9  26/9  

20/9  27/9  

21/9 S Bodley 28/9 J Turner, L Reid 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 

Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Thursdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

 

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated 

to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For 

more information ring 1300683337 or visit 

www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 

 

Please note that this facility is available for use with 

the new College uniforms only. 

 

 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/


 

PAGE 8 OF 9 

 

STAFF QUIZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Justin Hayward 

Music Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What makes you happy? 

Spending time with family and friends, 

going to the beach, getting out on the 

water for a fish, listening to music... 

 

What’s something that people might   

not know about you? 

I collect vinyl records - I have about 300 

of them in my collection so far.   
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SMCC SOCIAL 

Tuesday, 18 September 

MEMES 

COST - $3 per person, $5 for a family! 

TIME - 6:30pm till 9:30pm 


