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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
It gives me much pleasure to formally announce our Student Leadership Team for 2019:
College Captains: Maddison Morrissey and Jesse Marshall
College Vice-Captains: Mollie Crompton and Sam Johnston
House Captains:
Connor Hannigan (McAuley)
Chris Darragh (De Paul)
Lilly Toohey (MacKillop)
Jessica White (Champagnat)
We have a strong tradition of student leadership here at St Mary’s and I know that this group of students will be no
exception and fine ambassadors for the College and their families. Our annual Leadership Transition Assembly will
be held on Wednesday, 12 September at 11.30am in the Relihan Centre and families are more than welcome to join
us for the occasion.
There are a number of upcoming events:
- Our annual SHOWCASE of student talent across the creative, industrial and performing arts will be held
next Tuesday, 4 September. Tickets are now on sale at the College office.
- The next P&F meeting will be held on Wednesday, 12 September at 5.30pm in the College staff room. Please
come along and have a say about your child’s education.
- Our Semester 2 Student Social will be held on Tuesday, 18 September from 6.30pm to 9.30pm. These are
always great nights so please encourage your sons and daughters to come along and have some fun in a safe,
fully supervised environment.
Our Executive staff and Leaders of Learning have spent time over the last two days working with Mr Colin Sloper
from Hawker Brownlow Education. Colin visited the College last year to assist our faculties in their work as
‘professional learning teams’. Special thanks to Lismore CSO who again funded this initiative.
Next week sees the annual gathering of Priests, Principals, APs and Parish Business Managers for their annual
Conference. In our absence from the College next Thursday and Friday, Ms Barnsley, Mrs Bertalli and Mr Woerner
will share responsibility for the day-to-day running of the College and I thank them, in advance, for their willingness
to assume these additional responsibilities which will allow Mrs Robinson, Mr Colles and I to attend this important
Diocesan gathering.
Our current Senior Leaders and SRC have certainly not been slacking off as they are commencing an additional
‘Breakfast Club’ initiative for both St Mary’s Primary School and our College. Along the lines of the Breakfast
Club that has been operating at Casino West Primary School for nearly two years, our SRC will be making ‘cheese
toasties’ for breakfast on Tuesday mornings, between 8am and 8.30am in the Canteen undercover area. Special thanks
to our College Captains, Mikayla O’Reilly and Jakeb Wilkinson, for their organisation of this programme.

Finally, on behalf of all members of the College community we extend our condolences to Sam Coggan (Year 8) and
his family on the recent death of his Grandfather. Requiescat in pace.
Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely

Aaron Beach
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 7
Tues, 4 September ‘Showcase’
Wed, 5 September Yr 8 & Yr 9 CSYMA Retreat Day
Thurs, 6 September Diocesan Netball, Colley Park

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
I would firstly also like to acknowledge the teachers
and students who are currently rehearsing for our
annual ‘Showcase’ event to be held next Tuesday, 4
September. It takes a huge amount of energy and effort
by all involved to produce such a wonderful exhibition
of the talent at our College. Please come along and see
our HSC major projects, Art and Drama performances.
Our junior students are well represented in both Music
and Art. It is a night not to be missed!
On a less pleasing note, an increasing number of
students recently have taken to using their mobile
phones or iPads to contact parents or carers to inform
them that they are sick and need to be picked up from
school. We have a clear mobile phone policy that
states that students are not to use (or have them
turned on) their phones from the moment they
walk into the school grounds until the final bell of
the day. At times, teachers may allow students to use
the phones to gather photographic evidence for folio
projects they may be completing, but this is only under
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directions. If a student is caught using

Week 8
Mon, 10 September Yr 7 Stewardship Day - EARTH
Yr 8 HSIE – Rocky Creek Dam
Wed, 12 September Formal Leadership Transition Assembly
P & F Meeting

their phone or it is found to be turned on, they will lose
their phone for the day. The second time this occurs,
they will need a parent to pick their phone up from the
College. To this point, most of our students have
complied with this rule admirably. As a parent or
guardian of the students at the College, you have
entrusted us with the care of your child and as such,
signed a form saying you will support the rules and
procedures that apply to students under our care. Your
support on this problem would be greatly appreciated.
If you are contacted by your child from school before
3.15pm, I ask that you ignore the communication. If a
child needs to contact home during this time, our
College office will contact you. All communication
must go through the College office. From this point,
students who contact parents, who then arrive at the
office to pick their child up, will have their (student’s,
not parent’s) phone confiscated the next school day
they are in attendance. The office staff will inform me
if such an indiscretion has occurred. Again, I ask for
support regarding this issue at the College.
Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION

National Child Protection Week (NCPW) runs from 28 September 2018. This is the first NCPW since the
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse. It coincides with a renewed focus
on the safety of children in the Church, as reflected in
recent statements made by Pope Francis.
The enduring message of National Child Protection
Week is that ‘Protecting children is everyone’s
business’ and urges all Australians to ‘Play Your
Part’. A key message of the week is ‘Stronger
Communities, Safer Children’. Research tells us that a
strong community is important for children and helps
them to thrive and be safe. Free Resources and further
information
can
be
found
at: https://www.napcan.org.au/national-childprotection-week/
Catch the Wave Wednesday, 5 September
On Wednesday, 5 September, Years 8 and 9 students
will be participating in a CSYMA Retreat Day known
as ‘Catch the Wave’. This is a Retreat being run by
four Youth Ministry Officers from our Diocese who
provide students with information about Youth
Ministry classes next year.
During the day students are introduced to the concepts
of Youth Ministry and the New Evangelisation to help
them develop awareness of what discipleship and
ministry are. The course involves the completion of
the traditional Years 9 and 10 Catholic Studies
outcomes with an emphasis on the development and
implementation of Youth ministry skills pertinent to
the CSYMA Course.
These include:
 Introduction to Youth Ministry
 Youth Ministry and Leadership
 Youth Ministry and Spirituality
Year 7 Stewardship Day Monday, 10 September
As part of the Year 7 Religious Education unit,
‘Stewards of Creation’ students will travel by bus to St
Mary’s EARTH Centre to participate in a number of
activities that highlight Christian stewardship.
Students must wear their sports uniform, a hat, and
bring sunscreen, a water bottle and morning tea. They
will leave after Home Room and return in time for
buses
at the end of the school day. Further information
PAGE 3 OF 9
will be provided over the next week.

SHINE Gathering
Seventeen students from St Mary’s Catholic College
attended the two-day event St John Paul College,
Coffs Harbour along with another 650 students from
Diocesan schools. Some of the activities included:
Concert-style rallies with dynamic keynote speakers
and music; Liturgies; seminars and interactive
workshops; small group discussions.
The following comments were made by some of the
students who attended:
‘The best part for me was the workshops. I got a lot
out of them and learnt many things’.
‘My favourite part was actually the small group
sessions. I enjoyed meeting new people’.
The rallies were so much fun’.
‘I liked how the people who organised the event,
created a safe space for us to explore and express our
faith’.
Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
Years 7 and 9 NAPLAN School Readiness Testing
Congratulations to all of our Years 7 and 9 students
who undertook NAPLAN online School Readiness
Testing sessions this week. Our students are to be
commended
on
their
organisation
with
earbuds/headphones, and general conduct throughout
the process. It is pleasing to report that the vast
majority of students gave the practise sessions their
best shot - Year 9 in preparation for Minimum
Standards next year and Year 7 in readiness for
NAPLAN online from 2019. I would also like to
extend my thanks to the many staff who supported the
process, in particular our IT technical support, Mr
John Feros.
Teaching with Heart
The students of Year 8 Navy HSIE showed a lot of
heart last week, using their learning to ‘Reach Out’ to
farmers affected by the drought. After learning about
climate and rainfall as part of their ‘Water in the
World’ unit, they wrote messages of support to the
farmers. As part of a Community Initiative with the
Richmond River Express Examiner, the letters were
then taken out west towards Tamworth.

WHAT: Dress as a Farmer for a Farmer
WHEN: Tuesday, 4 September, 2018
WHY: Groceries for Gunnedah & Food for Forbes
WITH: A gold coin donation
Let’s help those farmers and families so deeply
affected by the drought. Please bring in your money to
Homeroom to help out. Every little bit helps.
Daffodil Day
A tradition at St Mary’s Catholic College is to lend a
hand with the local Casino team selling Daffodils in
support of the Cancer Council Daffodil Day. Special
thanks to our College Captain, Mikayla O’Reilly, and
our Year 11 SRC representatives Maddie Morrissey
and Sam Johnston, who volunteered their time to lend
a hand.

And keep your eye on the House Truck Convoy
(thanks Jess O’Reilly!) in the windows of the Staff
Room so you know how well your Homeroom is
trucking along!

Mikayla O’Reilly
College Captain

SAINTS SPORT
Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy
Groceries for Gunnedah. Food for Forbes.
The SRC are continuing their mission to help support
Australia’s rural communities and Aussie farmers
during this terrible time of drought. Despite the recent
rain, the Bureau of Meteorology have indicated we
need twelve more significant rain events in order to
turn things around for our farmers.
St Mary’s Catholic College have joined with the
Parish in supporting the communities in Gunnedah
and Forbes who are deeply affected by the drought,
and so far we have raised a fantastic $729.70 through
our Homeroom G4G and F4F fundraising drive! This
is an excellent start to helping drought affected
families out with grocery vouchers.
In an endeavour to ‘Reach Out’ even further, the SRC
are going to run a Dress as a Farmer For a Farmer
day next week. It’s the same day as Showcase, so get
excited!
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Diocesan Athletics – Thursday, 16 August – Coffs
Harbour
Thirty-one students from SMCC travelled to Coffs
Harbour to represent SMCC at the annual Diocesan
Athletics Carnival. It was a beautiful day and
extremely well convened by our hosts, St John Paul
College.
All students/athletes enjoyed the day. There were a
number of outstanding results:
Renae Duley: 17+ Age Champion. This was the result
of 1st in High and Long Jump, 3rd in the 200m and 4th
in the Javelin, Shot Put and 100m.
Lachlan West: 2nd place 16yrs Age Champion. This
was the result of 1st in the 800m and 1st in the Triple
Jump – a distance of 12.97m and 2nd in the High Jump
and Long Jump. Lachlan also broke two St Mary’s
records on the day:
- Long Jump: A jump of 6.12m – breaking
Adrian Robson’s 1997 5.84m record
- Triple Jump: A jump of 12.66m – breaking
Sam Johnston’s 2017 12.46m record

Nick Carey: 2nd place 12yrs Age Champion. This was
the result of 3rd in 200m and Long Jump, 4th in 100m
and 200m
Alex Clarke: 1st in 13yrs Discus
Jack Denson: 1st in 15yrs Shot Put
Lily Baker: 1st in 12yrs Discus and High Jump, 4th in
Javelin
Kali Ainsworth: 1st in 12yrs Shot Put
Molly Drum: 1st in 13yrs Shot Put
Brody Lynch: 2nd in 12yrs Javelin
Hunter Ryan: 3rd in 14yrs Javelin and 4th in Long
Jump
Gemma Codrington: 2nd in 16yrs High Jump and 3rd
in the 800m
Carlee Thomas: 4th in 13yrs Discus
Lakeisha Walker: 4th in the 12yrs Javelin
Inaya Soliman: 3rd in the 17+ Shot Put and 4th in the
Discus
Intermediate Boys Relay: 4th in the 4 x 100m

INDONESIAN CORNER
The Storytree Company visit
Thank you to Jenni Carghill-Strong who, on Thursday,
23 August, shared stories of Asia and the Middle-East
with Years 7 & 8. Jenni's engaging presence provided
the wisdom of ancient stories in an engaging way. The
connections of these tales, with powerful meaning, can
be felt across school subjects from English, History,
Religion to Indonesian. The Japanese paper
storytelling box the 'Kamisibai' was particularly
interesting.
Also as a bonus Jenni dropped in on the Compressed
Curriculum Drama class for a workshop in their final
performance pieces. Enjoy pictures of the day and a
storyboard recall of an Egyptian tale titled 'the Black
Prince' done by 7W HSIE.

Lachlan, Alex, Jack, Renae, Kali, Lily and Molly all
have the opportunity now to travel to Sydney in Week
9 to compete in the NSWCCC Athletics at Homebush.

Gemma Codrington (Yr 10) – over the High Jump bar
NRCC AFL Under 14 Boys
We left the College last Tuesday with high hopes for
our boy’s squad in this annual event. We came home
with our ‘tails between our legs’ after being trounced
in each of our four games. A bit more experience in
the actual game would have helped as our opponents
exposed our lack of it in each clash; however, we did
manage to compete well. The best players were Jack
Donaldson and Alex Clarke. This great game of AFL
has yet to fully penetrate our community and while
others are embracing it, we are standing still. Time to
catch up!
Coming Up
Thursday, 6 September - Diocesan Netball, Juniors,
Intermediate and Senior teams, Colley Park, Casino
Wednesday, 19 September - NRCC Basketball,
Under 14 and 16 Boys and Girls, Trinity College
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Paul McCaffery
Sports Coordinator

Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

STEM CHALLENGE
Earlier this month, Year 9 Navy entered the 2018
STEM Challenge. This challenge was created to
incorporate the National Science Week theme this
year: “Game Changers and Change Makers’. The
competition is a national competition run by the
Australian Science Teachers’ Association and
Education Perfect. This year’s question was centred
around ‘Entomophagy’ which is the use of insects as
food by humans to create a sustainable future food
source. The students had to create an entomophagy

program which was economically viable and
environmentally comparable to mainstream food
sources, such as beef and poultry.
To say we were all a little overwhelmed at the start
was an understatement. However, our students took
the challenge in their stride. We decided crickets were
our insect of choice and everyone got to work,
separating themselves into groups and team leaders
were elected. We worked on the challenge for the two
week period allocated and even gave up a couple of
lunch times. At the end, we had a fully-fledged design
to breed many crickets which could be turned into
cricket flour and other assorted cricket food products,
an environmental impact statement for our initial setup and a design for monitoring the cricket operation.
We submitted our challenge and tapped ourselves on
the back, not hoping for much more knowing the top
schools in Australia would also be competing. A week
later, I received an email form Education Perfect
informing us that we had become the Australian
Champions in the 2018 STEM Challenge! Over 200
schools competed and we were praised for having such
a creative and inspiring entry. Well done Year 9 Navy!
Now it’s time to celebrate with our $200 Pizza Party
Voucher! To see Year 9 Navy’s story featured on the
Education Perfect website, please follow this link
https://worldseries.educationperfect.com/stemstudent.
html

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.

STAFF QUIZ

Margaret Bertalli
Leader of Student Welfare

What makes you happy?
Sitting around our fire pit with my family
and friends - drinking wine, cooking a
camp oven, playing guitars and singing.

Bonny Riddle
Science Teacher

What's something that people might not
know about you?
I love sport - I love playing sport and will
watch just about anything.

CANTEEN ROSTER
3/9
4/9

10/9
D O’Leary

11/9 D O’Leary

5/9

12/9

6/9

13/9
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7/9

S Bodley

14/9 S Bodley

SOLOMON ISLANDS FUNDRAISER
St Mary's Catholic College is fundraising for our
Immersion program to the Solomon Islands. We are
currently raising funds to send goods to our ‘sister
school’ in Tamboko. At our Open Night we launched
our car raffle. Tickets are available from the College
office. Be quick as there are only 250 tickets to be
sold. Credit card payment over the phone can be
arranged by contacting Jill Cummins at the College
office on 6662 2255. The raffle will be drawn on
Friday, 28 September in the College Common Room
and the winner will be notified by phone. At $50 per
ticket, the odds are ‘great’!

SHOWCASE
Once again, St Mary’s Catholic College is
proud to present our annual ‘Showcase’ for
2018. On Tuesday, 4 September, students
from Visual Arts, Music, Design,
Photography and this year for the first time,
Multimedia and Game Design, will be
proudly displaying their talents and
achievements.
The evening will begin with doors opening
at 6pm and the concert will commence at
6:30pm. Tickets are now available from the
College office at a cost of $6 per ticket.
Performances on the evening will include:
musical recitals from all genres, drama
productions and dance numbers.
Design pieces displayed on the night will
exhibit the Senior students’ commitment and
skill in their chosen construction field,
ranging from timber to metal and digital
multimedia works. Artworks on display will
highlight the outstanding achievements from
students across Years 7, 8, 9 and this year the
Senior HSC Body of Works. These works
will include: drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture.
Light refreshments and canapés will be
provided during intermission on the night.
St Mary’s Catholic College is so very proud
of our students. We hope to see you on the
night so that you can witness the truly
outstanding talent of our young people.
To view the Showcase trailer, follow the link
below to the News and Events College page.
http://www.cashlism.catholic.edu.au/newsevents/showcase/
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Enjoy team work, testing your general knowledge and
fun? Trivia is for you!
Make a team of clever thinkers, BYO drinks and nibblies,
win prizes and help fundraise for SMCC’s 2018 Year 12
Formal.
Bring some gold coins for games, raffles and cheat dots
(which will be sold throughout the night).
How many?
When?
Where?
Tickets?
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Tables of 8-10 geniuses.
Saturday, 22 September, 2018.
6.30pm for 7pm start
Relihan Centre, Canterbury Street
(Casino)
$10 per person, per ticket.
Available at St Mary’s Catholic College
Office.

St Mary's P & F are raising funds through a Krispy Kreme doughnut drive again this year. Please see
attached order form for details. Alternatively, you can collect an order form from the College Office.
Thank you for your continued support of our P&F!!
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