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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
We find ourselves at the end of another School Term and also the point at which we farewell our Senior Class of
2018. As I say each year, I don’t think that it matters how long you have been teaching – it is never easy to say
‘goodbye’ to a group of students who have contributed so much to the life of a School in what has been, at six years
in most cases, one third of their lifespan. We wish our Senior students (including our Year 11 ‘Compressed’ students)
all the very best for their upcoming HSC examinations.
At this point I would like to pay particular recognition to our outgoing Student Leadership Team, especially
Mikayla O’Reilly, Jakeb Wilkinson, Emily Flatley, Matthew Hughes, Renae Duley, Kaitlyn Dwyer, Emma Hatton
and Kacee McGrath. Our Seniors of 2019 have certainly been left big shoes to fill! All members of the College
community are welcome to attend our Graduation Mass and Awards Ceremony on Friday, 28 September,
commencing at 10am in St Mary’s Church.
I would like to remind parents about the necessity of ordering uniforms for 2019. While we endeavour to carry a
range of stock in multiple sizes, bulk purchases at this time of year often means that supplies are depleted more
rapidly than would otherwise be the case. I would also like parents to note that as ‘Compressed Curriculum’
comes online from Monday, 19 November, when our entire College Timetable rolls into 2019 classes, our ‘new’
Year 11 students (current Year 10) will have the OPTION of wearing the Senior uniform from this date.
Wearing this Senior uniform will only become compulsory for this group of students from January, 2019.
Please see Mrs Cheryl McDonald or Mrs Cheryl Wilkes at the Uniform Shop during regular opening hours to ensure
your order for 2019 has been placed.
I am looking forward to joining the Year 10 class of 1978 at their ‘Forty Year School Reunion’ this coming
weekend, which will include a full tour of the school on Saturday, followed by a formal function at the Casino RSM
that night. This was the first group to graduate from the co-educational St Mary’s High School so marks a very special
milestone in the life of our Parish school.
Don’t forget to pencil in our annual ‘St Mary’s Race Day’ on Saturday, 27 October at Casino Racecourse.
A reminder that Term 4 commences on Tuesday, 16 October which will be a Day 2 on the Timetable. Monday, 15
October is a Student Free Day and staff will be undertaking professional development in Positive Behaviour
Management with Dr Bill Rogers. Other Term 4 dates to note are: Monday, 12 November and Tuesday, 13 November
– Student Free Days. Staff will be finalising 2018 marking and reporting and preparing for the 2019 academic year
which commences on Monday, 19 November. Our ‘Transition Week’ activities will be held over three days for
students in Years 7 - 9: Wednesday, 14 November to Friday, 16 November. Our Senior students (current Years 10 &
11) will be having their annual Retreat during these days. The final day for students is Wednesday, 19 December.
Finally, I wish all members of the St Mary’s community a relaxing holiday break, spent in the fine company of family
and friends. I look forward to seeing you all refreshed at the beginning of next term. Thank you, again, for your
ongoing support.
Sincerely

Aaron Beach
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 1
Mon, 15 October Student Free Day
Thurs, 18 October HSC Exams commence
Yr 8 Story Board Creative Writing
North Coast Nationals
Fri, 19 October
North Coast Nationals
Rugby 7’s – Byron Bay

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
As this is the last newsletter for Term 3, I would like
to thank staff, students and parents for their presence,
efforts and application during this very busy term. As
has been said many times, we are all part of the one
community, all working towards the one goal - to help
our students achieve the fullness of life.
My best wishes are extended to all of our Year 12
students and their families for their Graduation Mass
tomorrow. It is really a rite of passage that needs to be
justly acknowledged and we are lucky that at SMCC,
it is done very well.
I also would like to wish these young men and women,
as well as our Year 11 students, the very best of luck
in their preparation for the upcoming HSC
examinations.
Please remember that Monday, 15 October is a Pupil
Free Day. I encourage students to have a restful
holiday, and make sure that all personal grooming (eg
haircuts) and uniform issues (including shoes) are
addressed before their return to school on Tuesday, 16
October.
Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal
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Week 2
Wed, 24 October
Fri, 26 October
Sat, 27 October

Year 7 Vaccinations
Dio Volleyball – Coffs Harbour
St Mary’s Race Day

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION
October is Catholic Mission’s 2018
World Mission Month
Catholic Mission’s 2018 World
Mission Month Appeal is propelled
by Pope Francis’ annual World Mission message,
which reminds us that each one of us is Mission, and
we are called to play our part. The theme for 2018 is
“Healing a nation through education” and is very
relevant to this year’s country of focus which is
Myanmar. Years of conflict have decimated the
country’s infrastructure and caused harm to
generations of its people. Sadly, even with around 53
million people, Myanmar now ranks lower than
Cambodia and many Sub-Saharan African countries in
the Human Development index. It is estimated that
around one quarter of its population are living below
the poverty line. The high incidence of poverty is
exacerbated by barriers to education, and has
contributed to adverse health outcomes.
This year students in Catholic schools across Australia
are invited to partake in World Mission Month
celebrations by supporting the work of Catholic
Mission in Myanmar, as we come together in prayer
and understanding to help build a strong education
system through skilled teachers and improving
education outcomes for students.

Socktober is an initiative of
Catholic Mission and one
way which the St Mary’s
Catholic College community
can fundraise and engage in
advocacy and formation
activities
for
Catholic
Mission
during
World
Mission Month in October.
The ‘sock it to something’ concept is an Australian
expression that means to ‘strike out at’. We want to
invite you to help us strike out at social issues, such as
poverty, child labour, child trafficking, homelessness
and lack of education and to do so we also need your
practical support.
On October 29, students will be invited to wear crazy,
colourful socks and to donate a gold coin to Catholic
Mission’s Myanmar appeal.
Senior Retreat
Tyalgum Ridge Retreat – Wednesday,
November – Friday, 16 November

14

Current Year 10 and Year 11 students must return two
permission notes for the Senior Retreat by Friday, 19
October. Please note that the Senior Retreat is a
compulsory part of the program at St Mary’s Catholic
College.
Festa Christi
Festa Christi is a gathering for selected Year 8 students
from Parish Secondary Schools in the North of the
Diocese to celebrate their faith at a Diocesan level.
The two-day Retreat experience involves activities
that focus on ‘walking in another person’s shoes’,
having the students overcoming their fears and gaining
a greater awareness of social justice. Festa Christi’s
program allows time for prayer and reflection and
concludes with the celebration of the Eucharist. The
program has been geared to meet the needs of Year 8
students.
The gathering will be an overnight experience which
will allow relationships to be built with other students
from throughout the Diocese, as well as a chance for
students to talk and share about their faith journey.
What: Festa Christi – a youth gathering for students
from every Parish school in the Northern region of the
Diocese.
When: Thursday, 15 – Friday, 16 November, 2018.
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Where:
Leadership Development Centre,
3510 Nerang Murwillumbah Road, Natural Bridge.

Cost: Nil. All transport, food and accommodation
expenses will be met by the Catholic Schools Office.
In discerning which students might participate in this
Retreat experience, the CSO has recommended the
following criteria:
●

●

Core catholic students who
1. regularly attend Mass;
2. are involved in some other form of Church
activity either at school or in the Parish.
Students who exhibit the following attributes:
- initiative,
- common sense
- a sense of adventure
- a mature character

We only offer a limited number of places. Any student
who would like to be considered is asked to write a
brief statement supporting her / his nomination on the
information sheets provided by Mr Colles and
available at the College Office. Attention should be
given to the stated selection criteria. Nominations
should be handed to Mr Colles no later than Friday, 19
October.
Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
Growth Mindset - Staff Professional Learning
On Wednesday, 19 September, staff invested their
time after school to travel to Lismore to hear from
expert Educational and Mindset Consultant, Dan
Haesler. Dan challenged us to consider that in this
rapidly changing world, we must think about ‘how’
young people learn and their attitudes to learning. This
is where the concept of a ‘growth mindset’ is so
important - that students remember the power of ‘yet’,
and that with grit we can persist to meet learning goals.
Dan also challenged us, as adults, to reflect on our own
mindsets, and how our contexts shape whether we face
learning with a fixed or growth mindset - that we don’t
just expect the same thing from ourselves or our
students because ‘that’s the way it’s always been.’ We
are very grateful to the Catholic Schools Parent
Assembly for engaging Dan, and providing the
opportunity for all of us to consider our students’
mindset, motivation and engagement.
HSC Study Timetable
As our Seniors head into their ‘study vacation’ in the
lead up to the HSC, we encourage them to remember
the ‘ent’s’ of Growth Mindset:

Consistent: All the time - be the best you can be;
Persistent: Don’t
give
up
or
give
in;
Insistent: Nothing less than ALL (of yourself and
those around you);
Be resistant: Have the power to resist and stand firm
against those who LIMIT you - Be LIMITLESS.

Hungry in the morning? Rushing out the door before
breakfast? Join us every Tuesday morning for
Breakfast Club! Enjoy a cheese toastie and a chat at
the Canteen area from 8.20am until 8:45am.

Staff have rallied to develop a study timetable for HSC
students over the coming two weeks. There will be
subject specific ‘classes’ or study sessions run by
senior teachers, together with a general ‘study room’ a quiet place for students to come and work in a
focused environment with staff support. We
encourage all students to make the most of the study
opportunities offered to them. All students have been
sent a copy of the timetable, with study times and
sessions outlined.
Please refer to the insert in this Newsletter for a copy
of the HSC study timetable for the upcoming school
holidays.
SRC
Groceries for Gunnedah. Food for Forbes.
The SRC has completed their mission to help support
Australia’s rural communities and Aussie farmers
during this terrible time of drought. Over the past few
weeks, the College joined with the Parish in
supporting the communities in Gunnedah and Forbes
which are deeply affected by the drought.
Overall, we successfully raised a significant $2123.25
through our Homeroom G4G and F4F fundraising
drive and Dress as a Farmer for a Farmer Day, as
well as our Reach Out team’s exciting event,
Splendour on the Flat.

Social
Last Tuesday night we held our very last social for
2018. As this was our Year 12s very last one, they
voted on the theme, MEMES!
We thank all the students who attended, dressed up
and produced a night full of funky dance moves, a few
laughs and creating fun high school memories.
A massive thanks also goes out to our very own DJ,
Sam Johnston, who kept everyone on their feet for the
whole three hours!

We thank all of our peers for getting involved in this
initiative and creating a massive convoy of trucks full
of grocery vouchers to help our farmers feed their
families. This is an excellent achievement!
#SupportingRuralAustralia
SMCC Breakfast Club
The SRC is happy to announce that that our very own
Breakfast Club is up and running, available to both the
Primary and College students. The past two Tuesday
mornings have seen many smiles, laughter and full
stomachs, ready to start the day right at St Mary’s.
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Thank you also to the number of teachers who
attended the night, we appreciate you taking your time
to come and get involved. All the money raised on the
night, was kindly donated to the Year 12 Formal.

Message From 2018 Leadership Team
On behalf of the 2018 Leadership Team, we extend a
thank you to everyone in our College community,
from Fr Peter, Mr Beach, Mrs Robinson, Mr Colles,
Ms Barnsley, the teachers and staff, students and
parents. Each and every one of you have supported us
in everything we have put forward throughout the
2018 school year. Through your participation and
commitment, we have been able to achieve our goals
and ‘Reach Out’ to the community that has given so
much to us in our time here at the College. We
congratulate the newly appointed leadership team for
2019 and wish all of our peers the very best for the
future.

Teachers v Year 12
Last Friday during lunch, we held our last Teachers v
Year 12 sporting event, bringing all students to the flat
to enjoy a game of softball filled with fun, laughter and
a little controversy between teams. However, at the
end of lunch, the teachers came out on top (for the first
time this year) with the score being 12-10. Throughout
2018 this event has occurred at the end of each term,
and both teams were strong across all three games,
although much to the disgust of the teachers, the
overall score for the year was 2-1 (to Year 12, of
course)!

Jakeb Wilkinson, Mikayla O’Reilly, Matt Hughes,
Emily Flatley, Renae Duley, Kaitlyn Dwyer, Kacee
McGrath and Emma Hatton.
Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy

SAINTS SPORT
Last week our athletes ventured to Sydney to compete
in the NSW Combined Catholic Colleges Carnival
with Lachlan West and Lily Baker doing well and
flying the flag for us as part of the Lismore Diocesan
Athletics team.
Apart from that, things have been quiet on the sporting
front over the last few weeks.
Preparations for the Rugby 7s who will be travelling
to Byron Bay and for our Volleyball team who will be
travelling to Coffs Harbour are well under way.
Coming up
Friday, 19 October – Rugby 7s, Under 14 and 16 Boys
and Girls, Byron Bay;
Friday, 26 October – Diocesan Volleyball, Under 15
and Open Boys and Girls, Coffs Harbour.
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Paul McCaffery
Sports Coordinator

YEAR 10 HSIE FIELD TRIP
Students have been developing their understanding of
the functioning of environments and the scale of
human-induced environmental change challenging
sustainability in the recent unit of ‘Environmental
Change and Management’. They have been exploring
worldviews influencing approaches to environmental
use and management and to consolidate this learning,
recently visited Cape Byron State Conservation Area
to undertake an investigative study of the causes and
consequences of environmental change in an
environment. In particular, the Arakwal Aboriginal
perspective of land use and management of the
conservation area.
Students rotated through three different sessions on the
day. Lee from National Parks and Wildlife Services
(NPWS) talked about the Tourism impact and
management strategies for the Cape. Also, the
collaboration between NPWS and the Arakwal elders
to preserve the history and sustainably manage the
land of the area. Students conducted surveys of
tourists seeking feedback about the facilities offered at
the Cape and their views on the importance of
conservation.
Delta, one of the Indigenous officers of NPWS,
showed and spoke to the students about how the
original custodians once used and managed the land
and how they work together with NPWS now to also
preserve and sustainably manage the Cape for the
future.
Kelly Winters
Year 10 HSIE Teacher

In the third session, students utilised their
topographical map skills and looked more specifically
at the geographic features of the Cape and surrounding
area.
Even though the morning was cold, wet and windy the
students managed to shine and worked hard in each
session. Some managed to see whales playing out off
the coast line. Student comments included:
‘An amazing day with friends and sightseeing. Really
broadened my view of environmental science.’

CONGRATULATIONS
Kali Ainsworth has been selected in the Gold Coast
Renegades 32 Rugby 7s team. Kali will travel to Hong
Kong next year to play in the biggest tournament of
girls’ Rugby in the world. Congratulations.

‘It was a good day, it made me think about things I
wouldn’t really think about, like the land for the
Aboriginal people and what it means to them.’
‘It was interesting to hear about the history of the Cape
and also about the tourism.’
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CANTEEN ROSTER
15/10 Student Free Day 22/10
16/10 D O’Leary

23/10 D O’Leary

17/10

24/10

18/10

25/10

19/10 S Bodley

26/10 S Bodley

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.

Liverpool FC International Academy
“Registrations are now open for the Fulltime Academy and the Girls Academy
Program 2018/19 season trials.
Visit our website for more information
and to complete the online registration”
https://liverpoolacademynsw.com.au/liv
erpool-academy-nsw-courses/?ee=72
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“A Place to Call Home: Making a home for everyone in our land”
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 30 September. This year the Social Justice Statement is a response to the growing problem of homelessness in
Australia. It is nearly unbelievable that a rich country like ours would have in excess of 116,000 homeless people.
The cost of housing, to rent or to buy, is placing a huge financial stress on ordinary people, even if they are employed. For those who are on payments,
it is a terrible burden.
Luke 10:30-35 talks about the outsider who stops to help a man in desperate need, and takes him to safety and pays for his care. The Good Samaritan.
For further details about the Social Justice Statement, visit the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council website www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
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HSC Study Timetable – October School Holidays

WEEK 1

Monday 1st Oct

Tuesday 2nd Oct

Morning sessions
10:00 to 12:00

LONG WEEKEND

HUM - Senior Science

Wednesday 3rd Oct

Thursday 4th Oct

Friday 5th Oct

JG - Extension 1
Maths in C7

LYD - Hospitality

B1 study
10:00 to 12:00
DHA - Visual Arts

Afternoon sessions
1:00 to 3:00
CAM

B1 study
1:00 to 3:00

WEEK 2

Monday 8th Oct

Tuesday 9th Oct

Morning sessions
10:00 to 12:00

ROW - Legal Studies
ROB - Biology

BAR - PHP 9-11 in C1

Wednesday 10th Oct

ROW

Afternoon sessions JG - General Maths in C7 BYR - General Maths - in C9
1:00 to 3:00
JG - Ext 1 Maths in C7
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Thursday 11th Oct

BYR - Advanced Maths in C9 BAR - PHP 9-11 in C1
DBA - Standard English

B1 study
10:00 to 12:00

B1 study
1:00 - 3:00

DBA - Standard
English

ROB

DHA - Visual Arts

GCO - SOR

DBA

GCO

Friday 12th October
GCO - SOR
MWO – Physics
GCO

