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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
Since the last newsletter, I have spent an inordinate amount of time signing various documents which showcase
our College. The offers of enrolment for Year 7, 2019 have been posted to families over the past week and our
potential enrolments look very healthy. We are looking forward to welcoming students from several different
local schools all joining us to form one year group next year. Enrolments are still open, so if there is anyone that
you know of that is still looking for a placement next year, we are enrolling for all Year groups at present.
College reports have been sent home with students this week. I have read through all of the reports and can
safely say that there are outstanding efforts being made in the academic arena in all classes throughout the
College. There are a few things to focus on when discussing the report with your child. The following list can
be attributed to Michael Grose, who has published various parenting guides over the years. Here are some of
his ideas to consider when you look at your child’s report:
 Focus on strengths. Do you look for strengths or weaknesses first? The challenge is to focus on
strengths even if they are not in the traditional 3Rs or core subjects.
 Take into account your child’s effort and attitude to learning. If the report indicates that effort is below
standard, then you have something to work on. If your child is putting in the required effort, then you
cannot ask any more than that, regardless of the grading.
 Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a picture of your child’s progress as a
member of a social setting.
 Discuss the report with your son or daughter talking about strengths first before looking at areas that
need improvement. Ask for their opinion about how they performed and discuss their concerns.
Further discussion can be had with your child’s teachers at the parent/teacher/student interviews which have
been organised for next week. I greatly encourage you to attend with your child so that their effort and progress
can be discussed. As both a teacher and a parent, I find these nights incredibly useful and important. It is more
than the discussion. It is the cementing of the partnership between parents and the school - the parties who have
the greatest investment in your child's education. Information about the parent/teacher/student interviews has
already gone home and can also be found elsewhere in this newsletter. The night is for all students in Years 7 12 and their parents in the College. I look forward to seeing you there.
The College Athletics Carnival is being held next Thursday, 29 June. It is a great day on the College’s annual
calendar. Students will need to be at school for roll marking at 8.45am, and then they will be bussed to Queen
Elizabeth II Park (QEII) at around 9.00am. Students will be allowed to leave from the QEII grounds at around
2.30pm if they have a note. All other students will be brought back to school for buses in the afternoon. This is
a compulsory school day, and all students need to attend.
A reminder to all parents that the College does not encourage appointments during the day, however if it is
unavoidable, parents need to send a note to school (in the planner) and the student should make their own way
to the office at the designated time to sign out. We do not put calls over the PA during class time unless it is the

last resort. It is also difficult to get messages to the students in Period 5 as we do not call students until the end
of the school day and sometimes the kids do not hear/do not come to the office. Please assist us with this request.

Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely

Tracy Robinson
Acting Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 12.30pm,
Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 9
Tues, 26 June

Yr 9 Reflection Day
NRCC Rugby 7’s – Wollongbar
Yr 7-12 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Wed, 27 June Yr 7-12 Parent/Teacher Interviews
Thurs, 28 June Athletics Carnival
28/6 – 1/7
Street Retreat
Sat, 30 June
Confraternity Shield Netball & Rugby
League leave for Townsville

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - MISSION
NAIDOC Week 2018 will be held nationally from
Sunday, 8 July and continue through to Sunday, 15
July. The theme is Because of Her, We Can!
Our Mothers, Sisters, Aunties, Grandmothers and
Daughters have been, and continue to be the thread
which holds our families together. They have fought
for justice, reconciliation and social change. Our
Mother Mary is another strong inspirational woman
in our lives, teaching us to open our hearts to God.
Women form the backbone of communities across
Australia. This is particularly true for Aboriginal
and Islander Catholic Ministries. Women are at the
forefront of these community driven organisations
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designed to meet the spiritual and physical needs of

Week 10
Fri, 6 July Confraternity Shield Netball &
Rugby League return from Townsville

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics. St
Mary’s Catholic College will celebrate NAIDOC
Week in a number of ways including a special
prayer service, a presentation by award winning
multi-instrumentalist Craig Atkins, a visit for
indigenous students to Jambama Art Gallery,
research on the NAIDOC theme in Religious
Education classes.

Vinnies
The local St Vincent de Paul society is in great need
of winter clothing and blankets. St Mary’s Catholic
College Vinnies Conference wants to assist and is
asking families to donate any extra blankets to the
College. These will then be passed on to the local St
Vincent de Paul society. Special bins will be
provided.
Senior students (16 years and over) are invited to
assist at the local Vinnies store on Saturday
mornings. Please see Zoe for further information.
This is a wonderful example of reaching out to our
own community.
Casino Community Soup Kitchen St Mark’s
Anglican Church on Friday evenings 5:30 pm –
7:30 pm
Senior students are encouraged to assist at this
positive community event. Please see Mr Colles for
further details.

SHINE
The SHINE Gathering is the annual get together for
students in Catholic Schools Youth Ministry
(CSYMA) classes now operating in every Parish
Secondary School in the Diocese. It will again be
held at St John Paul College in Coffs Harbour on
August 23 - 24, with over 700 participants expected.
Students from the Year 10 CSYMA class from St
Mary’s Catholic College have received permission
notes to attend. An invitation will be extended to
current Year 9 students who wish to nurture their
faith and to develop skills in the area of peer to peer
ministry.
The SHINE Gathering aims to provide a dynamic
encounter with Jesus Christ, to equip students for
ministry and to empower them to make a difference
in the Church and the world.
This two-day event combines elements of praise and
worship with the Emmanuel worship band,
Proclaim Lismore band, keynote speakers, student
testimonies, small group discussions, workshops,
prayer, Sacrament of Penance and Rite of
Reconciliation, Eucharistic Adoration and Mass. A
feature of the gathering is the peer-to-peer ministry
that
takes place with students involved in all aspects
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of the delivery of the program.

Year 9 Reflection Day with Michael Fitzpatrick –
Tuesday, 26 June.
Year 9 students have been provided with
information regarding their Reflection Day. The day
will be held in the Parish Hall beginning after Home
Room and concluding at 3:10 pm. Mr Michael
Fitzpatrick will facilitate the Reflection Day.
Students will wear their sports uniform. Please
note that this is a compulsory event for all Year 9
students and forms part of their Religious Education
Program.
Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

SAINTS SPORT
Saints Sport
Preparations are progressing well for the College’s
annual Athletics Carnival which will take place in
Week 9 on Thursday, 28 June. Apart from that, we
also have a number of girls and boys competing in a
Rugby 7s day at Wollongbar Sports Complex on the
Tuesday, 26 June. We recently competed in the
Under 13 and 15 Rugby League Country Cup in
Casino. Please read the following reports for details.
Under 13 Rugby League
We played 3 games on the day and went down each
time but not without a fight. Our closest games were
against Casino High School and Woodlawn College
and by the last game against Kyogle High, we were
exhausted. Our best player for the day was Alex
Clarke (Yr 7), who scored in each of our games.
Alex is a fearsome prospect when running straight
into space with momentum and he ‘skittled’ each of
our opponents on a number of occasions. Other
players to do well were Nicholas Carey, Tom
O’Reilly and Jack Hannigan, who all show great
potential.
Under 15 Rugby League
Each of our three games were close encounters, with
all three results being separated by a single try. A
narrow 2-3 loss to Casino High was an impressive
outcome, having lost to them by much more only a
few weeks ago in the Beef Week clash. Woodlawn
were our next opponents, renowned for being a
strong Rugby League school, the boys should be
very pleased with themselves notching up a 5-4 win.
The closing match of the day was against Kyogle
High, with the winning school moving on to the next
round of the competition. After hitting the lead

early, we were unable to hold on as Kyogle came
home strong and stole the win 3-4. Although the
boys were disappointed with the final result, they
should be proud of the way they represented the
school and look forward to building on their success
in future competitions.
Coming Up
Term 3
Friday, 3 August – Rugby 7s under 13s and 15s,
Woodlawn College
Tuesday, 14 Aug – NRCC Netball, Under 14s and
16s, Casino
Thursday, 16 Aug – Diocesan Athletics, Coffs
Harbour
Confraternity Netball & Rugby League –
Townsville and Charters Towers (Saturday, 30
June – Friday, 6 July)
Preparations are winding up for our trip up North to
compete in these prestigious competitions (Netball
in Townsville and Rugby League in Charters
Towers). The squads have been training and are
looking forward to seeing the level of
competitiveness in this ‘foreign’ event.
Our Netball team looks to be very competitive and
are full of confidence, which bodes well for them.
The Rugby League team have been struggling to get
themselves organised but as the event draws closer,
things seem to be coming together. The great thing
about events like this is always the ‘adventure’
involved. We are going to new places and seeing
new things being done differently. No doubt new
and deeper relationships will be forged within our
own group and those of our hosts and the other 63
Netball and 47 Rugby League teams involved.
What we do know about the competitions is that
some extremely ‘well regarded’ and ‘big’ schools
will be competing alongside us. We also know that
some of our games may be ‘streamed’ to watch live.
Check
the
websites
www.facebook.com/qissnetball/ (Netball) and
www.qissrl.sportzvault.com (Rugby League). So
that you can all catch the action. There are going to
be talent ‘scouts’ at both events as well, from both
the NRL and Netball Australia. Thus, this will be a
great opportunity for each of our players to
showcase their talent and also a great chance to
showcase St. Mary’s Catholic College Casino. We
wish all involved every success in this new venture,
especially us! Go Saints!
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Paul McCaffery
Coach

AGRICULTURE AND EARTH CENTRE UPDATE
Beef Week and Primex are now over and as the dry
spell and winter conditions arrive things are also
changing at the EARTH centre. Although the
college steers were not in the winner’s circle at Beef
Week they did perform well in the hook
competition. One steer was placed fifth in its class.
The College was represented at Primex with a
registered Braford bull and heifer on show. Both
animals were bred at the EARTH Centre and
prepared by students. In a competition judged on
Saturday morning both animals received a third
placing in their respective classes.
With the help of Little Valley Brafords steers have
been purchased and handled. These will be shown
in Kyogle, Casino and Lismore during October.
Students will now be involved in the process of
getting the animals up to show standard.

Calves will be taken from their mothers in the
coming week. Bull calves will be sold and selected
heifer calves will be kept for replacement stock. The
College will also be looking to purchase heifers as
part of the program to improve the genetics of the
herd. The nanny goats are about to give birth. This
will dramatically increase the number of goats at the
college. Students will be involved in helping to care
for new arrivals.

The EARTH Centre is in the process of establishing
a hydroponics enterprise. Equipment will be
installed in the near future. This will be used in
conjunction with conventional gardens for students
to grow vegetables.
Jeff Marriott & Rob Dolman
Agriculture Teachers

INDONESIAN CORNER
memakai - to wear/to use
Out pets are learning to speak Indonesian too.
Thanks to students who have shared images of their
beloved pets to turn into short Indonesian language
videos as a fun resource for our class listening.
Terima kasih - Ethan Lamont & Chelsea Robertson

Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

HSIE UPDATE

GRAFTON EISTEDDFOD
On Wednesday, 6 June, seven students travelled to
South Grafton High School to compete in the 64th
Annual Grafton Eisteddfod. After 5 weeks of
training and establishing a dance routine, the girls
were ready to perform on the ‘Big Stage’. The girls
were very excited on the bus on the way down, with
both Miss Vermunt and Mr Bartlett asking for
earmuffs, to lessen the sound from the girl’s singing.
After spending ‘endless hours’ readying
themselves, they were ready to perform. Both Miss
Vermunt and Mr Bartlett were very keen and
interested in watching the routine. After watching
their competitors, who performed very well, both
were amazed, surprised and delighted on how this
group from St Mary’s performed. Were they good
enough to take first place?
After a short deliberation the judges announced St
Mary’s as the High Schools Dance Group
Champions. Were they happy? YEP!!! A group yell
of excitement and up to the stage to receive their
certificates.

Year 7
All Year 7 HSIE students will submit their final
PBL Projects, their Casino Redevelopment Plans,
on Friday, 22 June. These projects will be on display
from 4pm - 6pm in the Relihan Centre during both
Parent Teacher Interview nights in Week 9. There
have been many wonderful ideas generated by these
students and they are all excited to present their final
displays to the Richmond Valley Council Mayor,
Mr Robert Mustow, their parents, staff and fellow
students.
Following on from this, our Year 7 students will
commence their studies in Ancient History.
Year 8
Our Year 8 students demonstrated a high level of
interest throughout our Ancient History topics in
Semester One which was very pleasing. We now
move on to studying the first unit in Geography for
this year, ‘Water in the World’. To begin our unit,
students will complete a home audit for water usage
and reflect on their ability to reduce their own water
usage around the home.
Liz Bale
Leader of HSIE
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Congratulations girls – Libby Wyatt (Yr 9), Chloe
Chivers (Yr 10), Chelsea Robertson (Yr 8), Ally
Summers (Yr 10), Liberty James (Yr 9), Kate
Napano (Yr 10) and Alyssa Hughes (Yr 12) as the
choreographer. Great Work!

CANTEEN ROSTER
SOLOMON ISLANDS FUNDRAISER
25/6

2/7

26/6 D O’Leary

3/7

27/6

4/7

28/6

5/7

29/6 S Bodley

6/7

D O’Leary

L Reid

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are
welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use
with the new College uniforms only.

Chris Lindsay
Business Administration Trainee

What’s something that people might
not know about you?
I am currently going for my 4th Dan
Black Belt
What is your dream car?
Lykan Hypersport
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The College is fundraising for our inaugural
immersion to the Solomon Islands later this year.
We are currently raising funds to take goods to our
‘sister school’ in Tamboko. At our Open Night we
launched our car raffle. Tickets are available from
the College office and the Parish office. Cash only
will be accepted. Be quick as there are only 250
tickets to be sold. The prize also includes six months
registration. The raffle will be drawn on Friday, 6
July in the College Common Room and the winner
will be notified by phone. At $50 per ticket, the odds
are ‘great’!

NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA (NCCD) INFORMATION FOR
SCHOOL NEWSLETTERS
All schools and approved authorities for schools in Australia participate in the National
Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) for school students with disability annually.
Through this collection, data is collected about students with disability across Australia in
a consistent, reliable and systematic way. This collection is based on the professional
judgement of teachers about their students and the level of reasonable adjustments they
are provided with to access and participate in education on the same basis as other
students, consistent with the obligations of all schools under the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005.
The NCCD provides Australian schools, education authorities and the community with
information about:





the number of school students receiving educational adjustments because of
disability
the broad level of reasonable education adjustment provided for students with
disability to access and participate in education
each student’s broad category of disability
the distribution of school students with disability.

This data will inform better targeting of resources to support students with disability,
including Commonwealth funding for students with disability.

Schools should also be familiar with the guidelines which can be found at:
https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/20160223__2016_nccd_guidelines_-_final.pdf
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