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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
As Term Two moves along at an almost frightening pace, I am reminded every day of the SRC focus for our College
year; “Finding Joy in the Ordinary”. Too often in the busyness of the day-to-day we miss the joyfulness that living
in the moment can bring. St Marcellin Champagnat was an ‘ordinary man’ who did extraordinary things with his life.
He struggled at learning, but believed in education. He saw a student being mistreated by a teacher and decided to do
something about it. He realised that not enough was being done to help the poor and illiterate in his society. His quote
"To raise children properly, we should love them and love them equally" became the cornerstone of Marist education.
Again, finding joy in assisting the ones who struggled with the education system at the time.
On Wednesday, 6 June, the College celebrated the Feast of St Marcellin Champagnat with a special liturgy devoted
to this ‘ordinary’ man. As one of the Patrons of our College Houses, the liturgy was simple, beautiful and involved
many of our Champagnat house students and staff. We celebrated the wonderful gifts of joy, education and love and
finished off with a resounding rendition of the Sub Tuum - a traditional prayer to Mary. The Sub Tuum was led by
our male teachers and students - some of whom had hidden their talents quite successfully until now. The joy in the
ordinary was very much present in our College.
We have had an outstanding success in the sporting arena over the last week. Our College Women’s Tennis team
placed 3rd in the NSWCCC tournament in Bathurst this week. This is an outstanding result. The only match they lost
over the tournament was to the eventual winners during the preliminary rounds. Congratulations to Maddison
Morrissey (Year 11), Lilly Toohey (Year 11), Ella Cooke (Year 10) and Molly Hannigan (Year 9) for their Bronze
Medal performance.
I would like to formally announce the newest members of our SRC.
Year 9 - Charlotte Stewart (replacing Tylah Robinson who has moved from the area)
Year 7 - Kristhine Salceda and Tom Wyatt.
All of these students have shown initiative through both their nomination and their College conduct. They will be a
very welcome addition to our hard-working SRC. I would also like to thank all the students in Year 7 who applied
for a position on the SRC. Again, your nominations were thoughtful and sincere and all nominees would have been
worthy of the position.
Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely

Tracy Robinson
Acting Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 7
Mon, 11 June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
Tues, 12 June Year 10 Minimum Standards Testing
Wed, 13 June P & F Meeting
Year 10 Minimum Standards Testing
Thurs, 14 June Year 10 Reflection Day
14/6 – 16/6
Primex

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
The feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a moveable
feast commemorated on the Friday after the Feast of
Corpus Christi and impresses upon us not merely
Christ’s humanity through his physical heart but His
burning divine love for all mankind.
Corpus Christi continues to be observed in the
Australian Church on the Sunday after Trinity Sunday,
which follows one week after Pentecost Sunday.
Accordingly, the Feast of the Sacred Heart falls 19
days after Pentecost, which is seven weeks after
Easter.
Students will visit the Church for mediative prayer
leading up to Mass at 12:30 pm.

Vinnies
Senior students (16 years and over) are invited to assist
at the local Vinnies store on Saturday mornings.
Please see Zoe for further information. This is a
wonderful example of reaching out to our own
community.
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Week 8
Tues, 19 June Yr 10W - Northern Rivers Science
& Engineering Challenge SCU

Casino Community Soup Kitchen St Mark’s
Anglican Church on Friday evenings 5:30 pm –
7:30 pm
Senior students are encouraged to assist at this positive
community event. Please see Mr Colles for further
details.
Vinnies Winter Sleep Out
Over twenty-five students braved the cold to
participate in the Vinnies School Sleep Out at the
EARTH Centre last Friday night. The Sleep Out
provides students and school communities with a
glimpse of the realities of homelessness on a personal
level by ‘sleeping rough’ for one night. The Sleep Out
encourages students and teachers to gain a deeper
understanding of homelessness, raise awareness of the
realities faced by people experiencing homelessness
and raise funds to support Vinnies homeless services
in the local community. A highlight was listening to
Senior Vinnies member Sandy Ellem speak about the
meaning of Christian Outreach and Service. Our YMO
Zoe Butcherine led students through a number of
group activities and games. Special thanks to Mrs
Winters, Ms McDonough and Ms Barnsley for
journeying with us, and to Jacob and his team for
cutting wood and preparing a fantastic fire.

inspire our students to live a life worth getting excited
about.
Find
more
out
about
Az
at
http://www.justmotivation.com.au/retreatreflectiondays/
This exciting conference is back again in September,
starting at the end of the last week of Term Three. The
Catholic Schools Office are organising a trip which is
open to students from Year 7-12. The trip will be
subsidised by the CSO to make it more affordable and
accessible. Student participants are asked to make a
co-contribution of $230.00. This cost will help
subsidise travel, accommodation, registration, and
most meals.
To secure a place on the trip students will need to
return permission forms by Tuesday, 12 June, as a
commitment to organisation is required. Please
include $230.00 payment or a deposit of $50 and
return to the office. If you are paying via instalments,
we ask that you finalise payments by Friday, 31
August.
Further details on the conference are below:

Year of Youth - Ignite Conference 2018:
Empty
27 - 30 September 2018
Mueller Performing Arts Centre, Rothwell
(Redcliffe, Brisbane)
The Ignite Conference is the largest Catholic
event of its kind in Australia for young people
- adults, teenagers and children. The
conference includes live bands and awesome
speakers, with streams and workshops in
areas such leadership, worship, creative arts,
mission, culture and prayer!



Year 9 Reflection Day with Michael
Fitzpatrick Tuesday, 26 June



Year 11 Street Retreat Thursday night 28
June to Sunday evening 1 July
Students have been provided with information and an
application form. Applications must be handed to Mr
Colles by Monday, 11 June.
Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
Project Based Learning
St Mary’s has entered its second year of integrating
Project Based Learning into Stage 4 across different
key learning areas. With Project Based Learning, or
PBL, the end product is a collaborative work through
which students use teacher guidance in order to
achieve the outcomes. The project is usually a realworld problem students need to solve in a creative and
authentic way. In the process of solving the problem,
students also meet required standards, but this work is
integrated into the project, not separate from it. PBL
gives real-life connection, is student driven, includes
structured collaboration, learning is at its core and
assessment is multi-faceted.

Full information online at
https://igniteyouth.com/conference18

Coming events:
Year 10 Reflection Day with Az Hamilton
Thursday, 14 June
All Year 10 students will attend their Reflection Day
on Thursday, 14 June. The day will be held in the
Parish Hall beginning after Home Room and
concluding at 3:10 pm. Mr Az Hamilton will facilitate
the Reflection Day. Students will wear their sports
uniform. Please note that this is a compulsory event
for all Year 10 students and forms part of their RE
Program. Students will be provided with information
this week. Az has an incredible ability to connect
through stories and personal experiences spent both
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In Term One, Year 7 completed their Religious
Education PBL on “What it Means to be Catholic”.
Students created a promotional website for St Mary’s
Catholic College, with each group researching,
designing and creating their final product for Open
Night.

In Term Two, the HSIE classes have just launched
their PBL. With an inspiring video from the Richmond
Valley Mayor, Robert Mustow, Year 7 were called to
be town planners for a rapidly expanding Casino. As
part of their ‘Place and Liveability’ unit, our Year 7
geographers will map, conduct surveys, interpret data,
and design a Casino that suits the economic, cultural,
and social needs of the town in 2030. The multi-modal
presentations the groups create will be on show at the
Parent Teacher Student Meetings later this term, and
the Mayor himself will be here during the day to see
the final presentations.

at the end of last year to ensure they are familiar with
the online test format.
Go

to




the

NESA

website

to:

understand what to expect in these tests
see sample questions and answers
take a demonstration test.

http://educationstandards/nesa/hsc-minimumstandard

Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy

CAREERS

Minimum Standards
We have enrolled forty-three Year 10 students in this
Term’s minimum standard online tests. Those students
who are required to take the tests have been given
notification notes, with the dates and times for the
Week 7 tests. The tests allow our students to
demonstrate they meet the HSC minimum standard,
which is required to receive the Higher School
Certificate from 2020.
There are three tests the students must pass to achieve
the HSC minimum standard – reading, writing and
numeracy.
Students planning to leave school before completing
their HSC are also able to take these tests to show their
level of literacy and numeracy skills. The standard is
set at level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework
(ACSF), which means students will have the basic
reading, writing and maths skills needed for everyday
tasks and future learning after school. It includes skills
for
tasks
such
as
:





following safety instructions in equipment
manuals
understanding a mobile phone plan
writing a job application
creating a personal weekly budget.

Literacy and numeracy skills are essential for success
in learning and life after school.
Students have two opportunities a year to meet the
standard in each of these areas, from Year 10 until a
PAGE
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few years
also took part in the minimum standards practice tests

Term Two is always busy for Careers. Year 10 need to
begin thinking about plans and subjects for 2019 and
Year 12 have to make decisions regarding post
secondary education.
To begin the term, we recently had a session where
local employers and ex-students spoke to Years 10, 11
and 12 about ‘making the most of opportunities’.
Darren Schipp, gave an excellent talk to students about
valuing and making the most of their education, what
employers look for in students and the issues around
social media and work. Ex-student, Sophie Armour,
told of her opportunity to work with Richmond Valley
Council and outlined opportunities available at the
Council. Lauren Cameron spoke about her time
working in Forensics and her move back to teaching
and Leticia Wilkes gave the students an account of
how she came to work in Early Childhood, after
working overseas, beginning with Camp America and
then training in her field.
Year 10 recently attended the Northern Rivers Careers
Expo, where a range of exhibitors were available to
answer questions for students regarding opportunities
for post-secondary education. In our fortnightly
Careers classes, students are beginning to explore the
new world of work and the skills required. Term Two
is an important time for Year 10 students to consider
their options. With the Department of Employment
suggesting that most future work will require Year 12
and at least a Certificate III, students need to consider
their choices carefully.
Early next term, students will select a programme of
study of Stage 6. For students who are not interested
in an ATAR (University admission), there are many
options for a non-ATAR pathway that provide
students with skills to support them in the workforce.

Students may organise to see me at any time if they
have questions.
I am also in the process of interviewing students in
Year 12 to support them in planning for next year after
13 years of school. This is an important time as
applications for University open in Term Three, so
now is the time to consider choices and ensure students
schedule in Open days. If students have not seen me to
date, please encourage them to make an appointment
before Week 8. Please contact me if you have any
questions.

The next few weeks are a little barren, however, our
Under 13 and 15 Rugby League footballers will be
playing in the Country Cup in Casino next Tuesday.
Coming Up
Tuesday, June 26 – NRCC Rugby 7s, Boys and Girls
Under 14 and 16, at Ballina
Thursday, June 28 – College Athletics Carnival
Saturday, June 30 – Friday July 6 – Open Rugby
League and Netball, Townsville & Charters Towers
Paul McCaffery
Coach

Beverley Champion
Leader of Careers and Resources

INDIGENOUS PERFORMANCE

INDONESIAN CORNER
Tamu – Guests
Year 8 have had a couple of Indonesian guests this
week.
Pak Aris - A local artist from Java Island in Indonesia
Ibu Rini - A Northern Rivers gardener & cook from
Palembang, Indonesia
They have both kindly come in to give us their time so
we can have the experience of putting the Indonesian
language we have been learning directly into use with
real people. Lucky for us they will both return to help
us get to know better Indonesian arts and food.
Sampai jumpa - until we meet again.

On Wednesday, 23 May the Indigenous students of the
College were privileged to attend a performance from
Gwenda Stanley as part of ‘Young Australia
Workshops’. Gwenda’s mob is from Moree, North
Western Australia and belongs to the Corben Gomeroi
people. For over 25 years she has travelled around
Australia and New Zealand as part of the Mirrii Yulugi
Star Dancers and educating students in indigenous
dance, story, artefacts and language. Gwenda talked
about her journey that has led her to travel by car
herself around Australia and her involvement in
Human Rights programs, identity programs, family
history and curriculum development. Gwenda spoke
about taking next year off to complete a university
degree in archaeology and pushed the students to have
high aspirations.
Students actively participated in dance and spoken
language that accompanied many aspects of the
performance. Through questions and answers
students learned about where their mob hailed from
and where they could access information to refine their
art skills and love of working with animals. The
students appreciated Gwenda’s passion and
knowledge. A big thank you to Miss Ashleigh Lynch
for organising this experience for the students.

Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

SAINTS SPORT
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Since our last newsletter, the only
event to talk about has been the
Diocesan Cross Country which was
hosted by McAuley College
Grafton. Gemma Codrington,
(Year 10) was our only competitor
in this event in which she finished
14th in a 4km race. A gutsy effort.

2018 BEEF WEEK CLASH
This year’s results did NOT go to PLAN. After very
good results last year, this year the effort was there but
the results weren’t. Well done to Casino High School.
A challenge for St Mary’s to produce a better effort to
bring ‘the trophy’ back to SMCC next year.

SPORT
13Years
Rugby
League
15 Years
Rugby
League
Years 7 –
10
Girls
Soccer
Years 7 –
10
Boys
Soccer
Boys
Volleyball

WINNER

RESULT

CHS

10 - 6

CHS

24 - 18

CHS

Draw

CHS

Best Players 3 – 2 - 1
3 Jack Hannigan
2 Seth Hickey
1 Nick Carey
3 Tom Shaw
2 Kalen Olive
1 Lachlan Thomas
3 Erin Miller
2 Kaitlyn Dickson
1 Kristhine Salceda

1-0

3 Ben Miller
2 Isaac Ramsey
1 Josh Summers

1-1

3 Lachlan Parker
2 Sam Johnston
1 Matt Hughes

2-0

Girls
Volleyball

CHS

2-1

3 Gemma Codrington
2 Maddie Morrissey
1 Lexi Taylor

Year 7/8
Netball

SMCC

30 - 25

3 Holly Wall
2 Lyla Johnston
1 Brielle Halliday

Year 9/10
Netball

SMCC

Year
11/12
Netball

66 - 1

SMCC

18 - 16

CHS

1580
1352

Archery

3 Grace Fraser
2 Claudia Bengtson
1 Makenzi Chadburn
3 Emily Flatley
2 Renae Duley
1 Katherine Randall
-

Seeded at number five out of 9 teams, they had to play
Our lady of Mercy College from Cronulla who were
ranked third. St Mary’s got off to a great start with both
our doubles teams winning. Maddie and Ella winning
6-4 and Molly and Lilly 6-0. Onto the singles matches,
with St Mary’s winning 3 of the 4. This allowed St
Mary’s to win 6 sets to 1. This win then put them
through to the semi-finals. Their opposition were now
the number one seeds Monte Saint Angelo Mercy
College from North Sydney. The same team that beat
them last year – were they as strong as last year?

3 Tiarne Olive - 414
2 Will Cochrane - 360
1 Tobias Baker - 325

A big thank you to all those teachers, parents, friends
and officials who helped on the day; Sophie Flatley,
Melissa Hartley and Jenny Moran at the Netball AND
Sam Coggan, Oscar Day and Lachlan West at the
Rugby League.
A huge thank you to all those students – around 29 in
total – who officiated at the Casino Primary Schools
Beef Week Clash. The day would not be able to run
without your help!
Andrew Bartlett
Leader of PDHPE

NSWCCC TENNIS TOURNAMENT
After winning the Lismore Diocese Tennis
Championships, St Mary’s Open Girls Team had the
chance to head to Bathurst to compete against the
winners of the other Diocese’s Championships. They
decided to go! To represent not only St Mary’s but the
Lismore Diocese.
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Leaving Casino at 5.00am on Sunday, 3 June, we
arrived in Bathurst at 3pm. We then travelled to the
local RSL for dinner and then an early night. Waking
up at 6am to a very warm 1 degree compared to minus
4 degree last year, the team arrived at the courts at 7am
for an early warmup.

The girls soon found out why they were ranked
number one. Both of our doubles teams competed very
well, however, they eventually both went down 4-6
and 1-6. The singles also saw Monte win 3 matches to
one, with Ella the only winner, winning 6-4.
This put St Mary’s into the third / fourth playoff. The
girls were determined to come home with a medal.
Playing against the locals, La Salle Academy from
Lithgow who represented the Bathurst Diocese.
Again, this was the same team St Mary’s played last
year in the play-off.
St Mary’s then won both of the doubles matches
before it was onto the singles where we won two of the
matches (Molly and Lilly), leaving St Mary’s leading
4 sets to 2. This forced the rubber to go into the reverse
doubles, with Maddie and Ella winning 6-1, allowing
St Mary’s to win the playoff, five sets to three.

The girls were very happy to bring the bronze back to
Casino for the second year running. They asked the
organisers if they could be put in the opposite side of
the draw to Monte next year. This will at least give
them the chance to play Monte in the play off for Gold
or Silver, we will just have to wait and see!

Back on the bus. An overnight stop at Tamworth, up
early and arriving back in Casino at 11am. A
whirlwind trip, however, the girls were very excited
about their result, and enjoyed the trip, even though it
was a long way. All the girls were fantastic and
represented both St Mary’s and the Lismore Diocese
with great sportspersonship, maturity and aplomb.
The girls are already looking forward to next year and
believe they will finish even better than what they have
done this year.
A big thank you to Annabelle Toohey and Matt
Hannigan, who were a great support and chaperone for
the girls. Also, a thank you to the Casino RSM Club
for the use of their bus.
Finally, congratulations to Maddie Morrissey, Lilly
Toohey, Ella Cooke and Molly Hannigan for the way
you played and represented yourself, your families, St
Mary’s and the Lismore Diocese.
Andrew Bartlett
Leader of PDHPE

WESTPAC LIFE SAVER RESCUE
HELICOPTER APPEAL
2018 Coastal Charity Walk - BALLINA to Byron Bay

On Sunday, 27 May, six students from SMCC woke
up early and left Casino at 5.30am and travelled to
Ballina to walk 37 km to Byron Bay in aid of the
Westpac Life Saver Rescue Helicopter Appeal. It is a
beautiful part of the coastline. The first section from
Ballina to Lennox Head is the most scenic and all were
in great spirits when they arrived at Lennox for a short
break. Then came a 9km walk on the beach to south
Broken Head – a LONG haul!
By the next break at Broken Head the group had
‘separated’ – with some ‘sick’ of walking! They had
decided it would be quicker to run some of the
distance! All arrived safely at Byron Bay at different
times – from 12.15pm to 3.15pm. Two of the group
met a lady walking BACK to Ballina – “You are going
the wrong way” they said to her. Her response was “I
started at 7am and I need to be back in Ballina by 7pm”
– What? Her 74 km makes our 37 km looks small!

CONGRATULATIONS
This year Casino Beef Week
created a shield to honour Fraser
Ramsey. The Fraser Ramsey
Memorial Shield is to be awarded
to the Best Junior Parader on the
day which involves not only the
parading of the cattle but also the
effort put in throughout the whole
day with grooming and preparing
the cattle for showing. Olivia O’Reilly (Year 10) put
in an outstanding effort and was rewarded for her hard
work by being presented with the Fraser Ramsey
Memorial Shield, a trophy, a champion ribbon and a
PAGE
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voucher.

Once we all arrived, it was down to “In The Pink” for
a well-earned ice-cream! On the bus heading home
and wow it was a quiet trip back, with many of the
group sound asleep by the time we got to Bangalow.
The next day at school there were a few very stiff
bodies, but time heals all! Some can’t wait until next
year to do it again! A great effort by this group! Well
Done!

CANTEEN ROSTER
11/6

Public Holiday

18/6

12/6

D O’Leary

19/6 D O’Leary

13/6

20/6

14/6

21/6

15/6

S Bodley

22/6 J Turner

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.

STAFF QUIZ

Bonny Riddle
Science Teacher

Where’s your favourite place to holiday?
France and I would like to visit Sweden
Why do you love working at SMCC?
The supportive staff and the kid's sense
of humour
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SOLOMON ISLANDS FUNDRAISER

The College is fundraising for our inaugural
immersion to the Solomon Islands later this year. We
are currently raising funds to take goods to our ‘sister
school’ in Tamboko. At our Open Night we launched
our car raffle. Tickets are available from the College
office and the Parish office. Cash only will be
accepted. Be quick as there are only 250 tickets to be
sold. The prize also includes six months registration.
The raffle will be drawn on Friday, 6 July in the
College Common Room and the winner will be
notified by phone. At $50 per ticket, the odds are
‘great’!
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Parenting at the speed of light #6
Social Media Top Tips for Parents

Social Media - Top Tips for Parents
Talk to children about online privacy issues, making sure they know to never to identify personal information such
as their full name, address, age, school and don't ever post photos in school uniform. Teach your children to
respect people’s privacy and don’t share anyone else’s personal information online without permission.
Don’t tag photos of your children at their school if your accounts are not set to completely private. This is a child
safety issue as anyone driving past can search the school on Instagram and see all of the photos that have been
tagged at the school, often by parents who have not set their account to private on Instagram. If your account is not
completely private, anyone can see your photos of your child, their name, the name of the cat, where you go on
holiday, what your family does on weekends, when birthdays were and other information about your family and
your life. Therefore, a complete stranger could make up a story that could be very convincing to your child by using
the information you have shared in a public forum of more than 500million users.
If you are going to post anything with a significant fact, check it first. Teach your children to understand the
importance of passwords, keeping them private and changing regularly. Learn how to recognise a scam. If it is too
good to be true, it probably is. Make sure the apps you allow your kids to use are age appropriate. Don’t be
patronising or insulting to anyone. This kind of behaviour may validate bad behaviour in children as they often see
it if you are connected to young people on social media. Ban devices from the bedroom from as young as possible.
Set boundaries around use. Share pictures and videos only with consent. And respect the privacy of others. Keep
your love-life and arguments off social media. Stay positive. If you see something you disagree with – don’t
engage.
Consider the fact that children in the background of photos or videos you take at your child’s school may be on “no
publish” lists. Some children are in protective custody or witness protection and an innocent photo posted on social
media could be disastrous. Teach young people not to say, or repeat anything that they wouldn’t say if the person
were standing right in front of them. Recognise that other people’s opinions may be different to their own and that
does not give them permission to attack those opinions online. Remember that even an emoji can be taken out of
context by someone reading it. Use your head and your heart. Don’t let emotion be the only thing driving you to
post. Make sure you respect classification on games, they are there for a reason. Make sure the young people in
your care know that under no circumstances they should go and meet up with anyone they meet online. Stranger
Danger rules apply because they are now literally on digital steroids 24x7.

If you have any questions please get in touch: wecanhelp@safeonsocial.com
Kind regards,
Kirra Pendergast - Director, Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd
www.safeonsocial.com
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