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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
Welcome to our ‘Beef Week’ edition of the College Newsletter! Firstly, it was great to again see an ex-student as
one of this year’s entrants for ‘Beef Week Queen’, Stephanie Darragh, who was in our 2014 Senior class. When I
addressed Monday’s Assembly, I spoke about the importance of community celebrations, such as ‘Beef Week’, and
what they add as ‘traditions’ within town communities (such as Casino) as they signify what is both special and
unique about the local area. I hope each of our students is proud to say that they come from Casino and, in turn, St
Mary’s. I look forward to catching up with many of you over the course of the coming weekend – if you’re downtown
and hungry on Saturday, please come along and get a steak sandwich and chips from the Rotary Stall (or if the Rotary
line is too long, there is always Mr Humphrys at the Lions Stall)!
There are many items of significance which are currently worthy of mention:
- Our Year 7, 2019 enrolment interviews will be held on Monday evening (28 May) and I would like to thank
our Executive and Welfare teams for leading this process. If there are families with children due to commence
high school in 2019 who are yet to make an interview time, please contact the College office at your earliest
convenience to make a time to meet with me.
- ‘Semester Two’ has now effectively commenced for our Years 7 – 10 students with the conclusion of
exams this week. Please monitor your children at home to ensure that they are commencing their new units
of study with vigour from the outset.
- Our annual ‘Vinnies Winter Sleep out’ will be held at the EARTH Centre on Friday, 1 June. Please
encourage your child to participate in an event which highlights the significant needs of others within our
local and wider community.
- Our next P&F meeting has been brought forward one week to Wednesday, 6 June at 5.30pm. Please come
along and have a say in your child’s education.
- A reminder that the Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday will be observed on Monday, 11 June.

Finally, this will be my last Newsletter for a few weeks as I will be absent from the College for the first half of June
for surgery which will hopefully fix the sinus issues I have been suffering from for the past six months. Mrs Robinson
will be Acting Principal during my absence and I know that you will show her the same fantastic level of support
which you always afford me. I hope to be back at work, in much better health, in Week Eight.

Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely

Aaron Beach
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 5
Mon, 28 May Yr 10 & 11 Brainstorm
ATO Presentation for Yr 9, 10, 11 & 12
VET Work Placement Week
Yr 7, 2019 Interviews
Tues, 29 May Dio Junior Football Gala – Coffs Harbour
Wed, 30 May Yr 10 & 11 Vaccinations
Thurs, 31 May Year 7, 8 & 9 Brainstorm
Fri, 1 Jun
Vinnies Sleep Out

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
As Beef Week draws to a close over the next few days,
I am reminded about the wonderful community spirit
that we find in Casino. It is truly a strength of this
town, and of our College, that such an event is
celebrated and supported every year. The College, as
you are aware, celebrates in our own unique style with
our annual ‘Beef Day’ activities and talent show.
Thank you: to all students who have turned up and
participated with enthusiasm and good will; to the
teachers - particularly Mr Jeff Marriott - for their
organisation of events and students over the day; and
to parents for all that you do to support the College and
your students. These days do not just come together
without significant input from all concerned.
Our students in Years 7-10 have now completed their
end of Semester One exams. If an exam has been
missed, then the students will be asked to complete
this next week at the earliest opportunity. It is essential
that these are completed so the classroom teacher is
able to report on the student’s progress in their
particular subject area. There may be minor changes
to classes following this process and parents will be
contacted if this is the case.
The Office of the eSafety Commissioner has launched
a new online interactive tool for parents, called the
Screen Smart Parent Tour, which aims to engage
parents and carers of 10-14 year old children on a
range of key online safety iss ues. It is focused on the
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year age group as it is a time when young

Week 6
Tues, 5 Jun
Fri, 8 Jun

Yr 10S RE Excursion
Yr 8 & 9 Alcohol Awareness

people are likely to be striving for more independence
and peer acceptance, and when parents may want to
access relevant information and advice. That said, it
can also be used by parents of older children or even
younger children (especially as a way for parents to be
aware of issues that their child may encounter in the
near future). Being the mother of a fourteen year old
student myself, I have had a look and done the tour. It
gives great tips and links to other pages and resources
that may help you, as a parent, to navigate the social
media minefield.
Finally, just a note regarding uniform. Some of the
girls are starting to wear long sleeved shirts under their
school uniform blouse. This is not acceptable as they
are not part of the College uniform. Any girls wearing
these items will be asked to remove them. Also, some
senior girls are not wearing their uniform blouse under
their Senior jerseys. This is not acceptable either. I
would ask for parent support with these issues, thanks.

Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION
Trinity Sunday Year B (Matt 28:16-20)
Trinity Sunday celebrates the core Christian
conviction that God is a communion of relational love.
For the people of Israel, no other God could compare

with their God whom they knew as both creator and
liberator and whom they experienced as intimately
involved in every aspect of their history and of their
day-to-day lives. In a world of many Gods, the
assertion found in today’s first reading from
Deuteronomy that there is “no other God” was an
enormous claim to make. God’s sustaining and
liberating presence brought with it serious
responsibilities: keeping God’s commandments
grounded the people of Israel and their descendants in
the life of their God.
Today’s Gospel reading brings Matthew’s Gospel to a
close. Jesus commands his disciples to make disciples
of all peoples and to baptize in the name of the Trinity.
At the beginning of this Gospel, Jesus is named
Emmanuel, “God with us”. With Jesus’ final
assurance, “know that I am with you always”, we find
ourselves gathered into the very life of God.
Year of Youth Celebration
On Tuesday, 22 May St Mary’s Catholic College
Year 7 students travelled to Trinity Catholic College
along with Year 6s and 7 students from all Catholic
Primary and Secondary schools in the Richmond area.
International singer/songwriter, Jesse Manibusan, was
the keynote speaker who both enthused and challenged
students through an engaging presentation, with
music, catechesis, comedy, and story. In addition, Zoe
Butcherine, our Youth Ministry Officer, performed at
recess and lunch as a member of a new Diocesan youth
band.

Senior students are encouraged to assist at this positive
community event. Please see Mr Colles for further
details.
Vinnes Winter Sleep Out
A reminder that permission notes are due to the front
office ASAP, along with the $10 donation.
The Vinnies Winter Sleep Out allows students and
school communities to get a glimpse of the realities of
homelessness on a personal level by ‘sleeping rough’
for one night. The Sleep Out encourages students and
teachers to gain a deeper understanding of
homelessness, raise awareness of the realities faced by
people experiencing homelessness and raise funds to
support Vinnies homeless services in the local
community.
National Reconciliation Week
The theme for National Reconciliation Week 2018 is:
Don’t Keep History A Mystery.
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) runs annually
from 27 May – 3 June. These dates mark two
milestones in Australia’s reconciliation journey: The
1967 Referendum and the historic Mabo decision,
respectively. In 2017, we reflect on two significant
anniversaries in Australia’s reconciliation journey –
fifty years since the 1967 referendum, and twenty-five
years since the historic Mabo decision.
“Don’t Keep History A Mystery: Learn. Share. Grow”
explores history hidden just beneath the surface, ready
and waiting to be uncovered. This National
Reconciliation Week learn more about the Australian
story.
Proclaim Lismore Students
YEAR 11 STREET RETREAT
- A PENTECOST EXPERIENCE
Proclaim Lismore aims to provide a comprehensive
continuum of Intentional Student Discipleship
Programs across the Diocese for students from Year 5
to Year 12. These gatherings aim to bring Catholic
secondary students together to meet like-minded peers
and to celebrate and meet with other young people
who practice their faith.

Vinnies
Senior students (16 years and over) are invited to assist
at the local Vinnies store on Saturday mornings.
Please see Zoe for further information. This is a
wonderful example of ‘reaching out’ to our own
community.
Casino Community Soup Kitchen St Mark’s
Anglican Church on Friday evenings 5:30 pm –
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In 2018, four St Mary’s Catholic College Year 11
students will join students from each of the other
Parish secondary schools in attending the Street
Retreat experience in Brisbane. This experience will
form, equip and empower students to return to their
Parish communities with a passion for social justice
and greater sense of the call of Jesus Christ to serve
the poor.

Participants in the Street Retreat will spend from
Thursday night, 28 June to Sunday evening, 1 July
working with a range of social justice initiatives in
Brisbane. Their participation may make a small
contribution to those being served – but the event is
first and foremost an exercise in discipleship
formation.
Participants will find the activities on the Street
Retreat challenging and possibly confronting. Many
activities run either very late at night or very early in
the morning. The Retreat will culminate in a
celebration of Sunday Eucharist. In addition, all
participants must commit to a follow-up Social Justice
activity to be held in their own Parish/School
community following the Brisbane formation
experience. Details of these activities will be made
available to students upon their selection.
In discerning which students might participate in this
Retreat experience, the Diocese has recommended the
following selection criteria:
- Catholic students who can demonstrate
involvement in their Parish;
- Catholic students who have attended previous
student discipleship programs;
- Students who exhibit the following attributes:
o a strong sense of social justice
o initiative
o common sense
o a mature character.
A large number of St Mary’s Catholic College
students have already expressed an interest in this
event. We can, however, only offer four places. Any
student who would like to be considered is asked to
write a brief statement supporting their nomination on
the information sheets provided by Mr Colles and
available at the front office. Attention should be given
to the stated selection criteria. Nominations should be
handed to Mr Colles no later than Friday, 1 June.
Successful applicants will be asked to make a
contribution of $50.00 towards the cost of this
experience, payable to the College office, as well as
provide $5.00 to be donated to a worthy cause and
collected on Thursday evening at Street Retreat.

contribution of $230.00. This cost will help subsidise
travel, accommodation, registration, and most meals.
To secure a place on the trip, students will need to
collect a form from the front office and return it by
Monday, 4 June, as a commitment to organisation is
required. Please include $230.00 payment with
permission note and return this to the College office.
We will complete registration as a group once we have
an idea of numbers. Further details on the conference
are below:

Year of Youth - Ignite Conference 2018:
Empty
27 - 30 September, 2018
Mueller Performing Arts Centre, Rothwell
(Redcliffe, Brisbane)
The Ignite Conference is the largest Catholic
event of its kind in Australia for young
people - adults, teenagers and children. The
conference includes live bands and awesome
speakers, with streams and workshops in
areas such leadership, worship, creative arts,
mission, culture and prayer!
Full information online at
https://igniteyouth.com/conference18

Coming events:
Year 10 Reflection Day with Az Hamilton:
Thursday, 14 June
Year 9 Reflection Day with Michael Fitzpatrick:
Tuesday, 26 June
Year 11 Street Retreat Thursday night, 28 June to
Sunday evening, 1 July.

Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

SAINTS SPORT

This exciting Conference is back again in September,
starting at the end of the last week of Term Three. The
CSO will be organising a trip which is open to students
from Years 7-12. The trip will be subsidised by the
CSO to make it more affordable and accessible.
PAGE
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Congratulations to our Open Girls Tennis team
which took out the Diocesan Championship in Tweed
Heads last week. Now they are off to Bathurst in a few
weeks to contest the NSW Combined Catholic
Colleges competition. Good luck girls! Remember to
pack some woollies.

Under 14 Cochrane Cup Rugby League
This annual event is a Catholic Schools competition.
We were represented last week with a team at St
John’s College, Woodlawn. The side performed very
well throughout the day and were a credit to our
College, playing fairly and solidly while respecting
each other, our opponents and the referees. Five
Colleges from this region of the Lismore Diocese
competed on the day, whichever team winning the day
to go through to the next level of this prestigious event.
Our first game was against the eventual winners, St.
Joseph’s College, Banora Point. We were more than
competitive in the first half, leading for periods of time
before ‘going into the sheds’ at halftime down 16-10.
St Joey’s then dominated possession and bombarded
our line. We held out for a time before we wilted,
gifting our opponents with scoring opportunities
which they duly converted. The final score was 46 -16
to our opponents. Our boys never gave up and I’m sure
with better preparation we could have been victorious.

NETBALL NSW CUP
Last Friday, St Mary’s were victorious with the three
teams entered into the Netball NSW Cup. Our Year
9/10 team remained undefeated for the day and the two
Year 7/8 teams lost one game each. All three teams
now progress through to the second round to be held
in Casino on 8 August. Thank you to Lexi Taylor and
Karan Bengtson who helped with coaching and
preparing the teams as well as Jenny Moran who gave
up her time to umpire on the day.

The next game came against Mt. St. Patrick’s,
Murwillumbah. We went down in this game two tries
to one but the result could have gone either way. Luck
favoured Mt. St. Pat’s on the day.
Finally, our team came up against Xavier College,
Skennars Head. We dominated from the outset coming
away with a three tries to one victory. Tyiresse Byers
scored all three tries, showing an uncanny knack of
being able to absorb the impact of a tackle and then
using the energy produced from the effort of the
tackler to bounce away at speed.
Other players to play well on the day were: Bradon
Gumbleton, Tom Carlill, Joe Downham, Sam Coggan
and Ashton Harley. Ashton should be singled-out for
his consistent, courageous, no-nonsense leadership
and guile.
The day was great fun and I am sure that the boys
learnt a lot from listening and playing.
Coming Up
Tuesday, June 12 – Under 13 and 15 Rugby League,
Country Cup, Casino
Tuesday, June 26 – NRCC Rugby 7s Under 14 and 16
Boys and Girls, Ballina
Thursday, June 28 – College Athletics Carnival.
Paul McCaffery
Sports Coordinator
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Michele McCaffery
Netball Coach

LISMORE DIOCESAN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS
– TWEED HEADS
On Thursday, 10 May, St Mary’s was represented at
the Lismore Diocesan Tennis Championships with
two teams: an Open Boys and an Open Girls team.
Maddison Morrissey (Yr 11), Lilly Toohey (Yr 11),
Ella Cooke (Yr 10) and Molly Hannigan (Yr 9) made
up the Girls team. Will Campbell (Yr 11), Max
Simpkins (Yr 9), Connor Turner (Yr 7) and Harrison
Thompson (Yr 7) made up the Boys team. Connor and
Harrison are only in Yr 7 and are still only twelve
years old – playing in the Open Division means they
are playing against students who are fifteen years old
and above!!

The girls will now travel back to Bathurst to compete
in the NSW CCC School Teams Tennis
Championships and are hoping to come back with an
even better result than last year’s great effort. Well
done and congratulations to all!

The Girls team had “a bit” to live up to! They won the
same championships last year and then went on to
finish third at the NSWCCC State titles!
Each team of four are divided up into two pairs, an A
and a B. Results were:
# Open Boys A: Will Campbell and Max Simpkins 
Won three and lost four matches;
# Open Boys B: Harrison Thompson and Connor
Turner – the Youngins!! Won four and lost three
matches  a fantastic effort! Well done!
# Open Girls A: Maddison Morrissey and Ella Cooke
 Won all five matches – only conceding three games
all day;
# Open Girls B: Lilly Toohey and Molly Hannigan 
Won all five matches – only conceding six games all
day. These six games were all in one match against Mt
St Pat’s – an ex-student was a member of this team.
Our students did NOT want to be beaten by this team
and played very well to finally win in a tie breaker.

Andrew Bartlett
Leader of PDHPE

CHESS
On Friday, 18 May, the College Chess squad travelled
to Woodlawn to play the second round of the NSW
Interschool
Secondary
Chess
Competition.
Unfortunately, the squad lost 4-0 on this occasion
despite the best efforts of our team: William Genge
(Yr 12), Joshua Bodley (Yr 12), Billy Hooper (Yr 11)
and Michael Chivers (Yr 8).
Steve Humphrys
Chess Coordinator

CANTEEN ROSTER
28/5
29/5

D O’Leary

5/6

30/5

6/6

31/5

7/6

1/6
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4/6

L Reid

8/6

D O’Leary

S Bodley

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.
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Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to what the
Spirit is saying.
Pope Francis has approved the Australian
Bishops’ decision to hold a Plenary Council in
Australia in 2020 and 2021. It is a significant
moment for the Church in Australia to make
decisions about the future.
To prepare the agenda for the Plenary Council,
all of God’s people are invited to reflect on the
question: “What do you think God is asking of
us in Australia at this time?” Find out more
about the Plenary Council 2020 at the new
website,
now
online:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

SOLOMON ISLANDS FUNDRAISER
The College is fundraising for our inaugural immersion
to the Solomon Islands later this year. We are currently
raising funds to take goods to our ‘sister school’ in
Tamboko. At our Open Night we launched our car raffle.
Tickets are available from the College office. Cash only
will be accepted. Be quick as there are only 250 tickets
to be sold. The raffle will be drawn on Friday, 6 July in
the College Common Room and the winner will be
notified by phone. At $50 per ticket, the odds are ‘great’!

All day parking (9am – 4pm)
will be available on the
Basketball Courts this
Saturday for Beef Week. Cost
is $10 and all funds raised will
go towards the Solomon
Islands Immersion Program.
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13 Reasons Why - What every Parent needs to know.
Headspace has collaborated with Netflix to develop supporting resources and discussion guides for young people,
parents and schools which were made available upon the show’s launch (Friday, May 18).
Headspace has created a blog post on the Headspace website which provides young people and parents with
information including:
tips for discussing the show safely,
points to consider before watching the show.
questions to help start a conversation
You can access the blog post here: headspace.org.au/news/the-launch-of-13-reasons-why-season-2
Further to this, eheadspace will be holding group chat sessions for young people on Thursday May 24 from 7-8pm
AEST and Sunday May 27 from 7-8pm AEST. You can access the group chat sessions here: eheadspace.org.au/gethelp/eheadspace-group-chat-session
Finally, we would like to inform you that a range of measures have been put in place with Netflix to assist with safely
launching Season 2 of the series. This includes:
 A designated webpage 13reasonswhy.info where resources and help seeking information will be provided.
 Inclusion of warnings and help-seeking information before, and at the end, of each episode of the show. The
end frame directs users back to13reasonswhy.info
 On the webpage you will find:
o Videos - One will feature the cast of the show (coming out of character) to address issues depicted
in the show, and the other features Australian young people talking about the importance of reaching
out to family and friends and seeking help on mental health issues.
o Resources – Tailored discussion guides for young people, parents and schools
o Help seeking information - Detailed help seeking information for young people.
It is important to note that 13 Reasons Why, Season 2 is rated MA15+ in Australia, therefore the resources have been
developed for secondary schools, parents and secondary school aged young people. The resources are designed to
promote help seeking and support having conversations with an individual young person and are not intended to be
used for large groups or for classroom lessons.
Please contact your local Headspace site if you require any further support.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

13 Reasons Why was one of the most talked about series streamed on Netflix Australia last year, quickly cementing
itself as a cult hit—especially with young people. It comes as no surprise, as young people find it easy to connect
with a compelling and suspenseful story.
We need to be aware that popular media portrayal of these complex issues can be taken out of context and may pose
risks for young people that are vulnerable, impulsive, or have been experiencing issues with mental health and
distress. For these reasons, it is important that young people are not only aware of serious issues such as self-harm
and suicide, but also that parents check in and keep the lines of communication open.
It is no secret that the release of 13 Reasons Why sparked concerns from mental health experts in Australia, and
around the globe. If you haven’t had a chance to watch the series yourself, the story centres on a female teenage
suicide and her “13 reasons” for doing so. Headspace do an excellent job at explaining why these portrayals can
cause serious impact on vulnerable young people—extensive exposure to this type of content in popular media can
not only lead to a potential contagion effect but can also cause desensitisation to the severity and finality of suicide.
It was these concerns that propelled me to reach out to Netflix last year in Washington, D.C to open up a conversation
about the crucial role we can all play in creating a safe and supportive environment for young people, especially those
that are vulnerable. Being new territory for Netflix, I was encouraged to see their team jump on board and collaborate
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with leading Australian mental health organisations Headspace and Everymind, to develop support materials for
young people to access once season 2 of 13 Reasons Why airs in Australia.
Should negative emotions be triggered, by either viewing the series or negative conversations at school, work, or
within the media, the resources offer guidance and support to young people, detailing where to go for help and
actions that can be taken.
With Season 2 of 13 Reasons Why now on Netflix Australia, we encourage parents, carers and teachers to have a
look at the resources, available at http://www.13reasonswhy.info, familiarise yourself with them and share them with
your children and anyone else within your community. It is important that we, as parents, carers and educators, are
engaged with our children and keep the lines of communication open. Even if your child is unlikely to watch the
show, they might be able to offer support to a friend at school that they may be worried about.
While there is no panacea for protecting young people from harmful online content, as the national coordinating
online safety body, we will continue our efforts to engage and encourage industry to offer better safety approaches
and safeguards to protect our young people.
When it comes to mental health, Australia is truly world-leading. For Australians in need of psychological support,
help with online issues such as exposure to harmful online content, there are a range of mental health services and
online safety organisations that can assist. Contact ReachOut, Kids Helpline, Lifeline or visit our Online Wellbeing
Directory for guidance and support.
Julie Inman Grant - eSafety Commissioner
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