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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

 

Welcome back to Term Two! I have been very happy with how the majority of students have returned from the 

break and gotten straight back down to work and I thank them for that. 

 

Our annual Open Evening last Monday was another great night with hundreds of prospective parents and students 

taking the formal opportunity to ‘check out’ our school community. I was particularly impressed, as always, with 

the number of current students who remained behind to help assist staff with the various displays and tours. Should 

you know anyone with a child entering Year 7 in 2019 who has yet to make an interview time, please encourage 

them to contact us ASAP. 

 

In curriculum news, our Senior students started the HSC component of their respective courses on Monday, 

having completed their end of Preliminary exams last week. Our Years 7 & 9 students will complete their 

NAPLAN testing next week (in what could be the last year of the current programme, given the changing nature of 

the national educational agenda). 

 

We have undertaken several minor maintenance works over the holidays. The old section of D Block has been given 

a thorough external clean, had guttering replaced, an awning erected over the external stairs, and replacement tiles 

laid on the upstairs verandah. We are currently constructing some shade sails between B & C Blocks and installing 

additional student seating. Some signage is also being made for the ends of our two COLAs. In short, the College 

has never looked better! Special thanks to Mrs Leanne Cummins and Mr Paul Lyons for their coordination of these 

works. 

 

Our CBGA application for the refurbishment of the current C Block Science laboratories was submitted today. A 

tremendous amount of work has gone into this application, and I offer special thanks to our Parish Building 

Committee (chaired by Mr John Reynolds), our CSO Capital Consultant, Mr Eric Littler and Architect, Mr Warren 

Steele. One of the most exciting parts has been the creation of a ‘College Masterplan’ to 2030. This Masterplan has 

been divided into three stages and effectively sees the entire secondary campus remodelled to reflect a more 

contemporary educational space, divided into ‘precincts’ – STEM and English, Language, Arts. I look forward to 

reporting the progress of our application in the coming months.   

 

Upcoming events include: 

- Our next Parish ‘Festival Mass’ on Pentecost Sunday, 20 May at 9am. Students will have a number of 

formal roles in this celebration and it would be great to see a strong representation from the College. 

- Years 7 – 10 Exams in Week Four. 

- Our annual Beef Day celebrations on Friday, 25 May (which Mrs Robinson has outlined in her column). 

I remind all parents and students of our Winter Uniform guidelines, which are clearly outlined in the College 

Planner. Senior boys wear formal uniform, including ties, for the months of June, July and August. ALL students 

must also ensure that they are wearing a College cardigan (girls only) or College jacket (unisex). Senior students 

also have the option of their Senior Jersey. These are the only winter uniform items permitted and students who 

wear alternate items will be asked to remove them. I thank you, in advance, for your cooperation here. 
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At Monday’s Open Evening, Fr Peter and I both spoke about what I term ‘after sales service’, that is the number 

of former students who keep in contact with members of staff once they’ve finished school. While this is not 

unique to St Mary’s, I believe that it is one of our ‘defining features’ – no better exemplified than in 

correspondence I had last week from St John’s College, within the University of Sydney, to let us know that Eliza 

Bicego (Senior, 2013) had recently been included in their University Honours Roll for 2017, having achieved a 

Distinction average across her studies last year. This is but one example of the great things our graduates go on to 

achieve – and we should be publicly recognising and celebrating this.  

 

 

Finally, for your reflection I am including an excerpt from last weekend’s ‘Sun Herald’ which focuses on 

parenthood and our capacity for forgiveness. A very worthwhile read indeed. 

 

‘…In all the extensive publicity over the fall from grace endured by (these) celebrities it is possible to sense a 

deeper, more gracious and far more attractive lesson: that forgiveness is possible, and those who have failed can 

hope for redemption, especially if there is repentance and apology. 

 

You could see it in the quiet dignity, unwavering support and unconditional love shown by Steve Smith’s father, 

Peter Smith. When all else is forgotten, for me it will be the boy-captain’s shame at the pain he caused his father 

and his father’s forgiving pat to his son’s sobbing shoulders that will be remembered. 

 

We assume that Peter Smith thought his son’s behaviour stupid and foolish and wrong but we also know that he 

loves his son and had forgiven him. I figure Steve Smith’s apology and his father’s acceptance of it also allowed us 

to forgive and I hope gave us pause for thought about our own lives. 

 

I presume that many parents across Australia have also felt the type of pain Peter Smith experienced as they have 

stood by their children in courtrooms, police stations, hospital emergency rooms and family homes when mistakes 

have been revealed. Perhaps we have asked ourselves whether we showed the same steadfast love that Peter Smith 

demonstrated in the centre of an intense media fire storm. It made me think of the times that I have failed to live up 

to that example.  

 

There is a message in it for all who bring up children, namely, young people do stupid things, forgive them. 

 

For fathers I think, the real test isn’t the propensity of our young to fall short; it is our willingness to be supportive 

when they do. That is a central test of parenthood; whether we can forgive quickly, often and with generosity even 

when our children exercise the poorest decision-making’.     (John Watkins)  

 

 

On behalf of the entire College community I would like to offer condolences to the families of Joshua (Year 12) 

and Chloe (Year 10) Bodley on the recent death of their aunt and Mrs Ellen Rose on the death of her brother-in-

law. May they rest in peace. 

  

 

Enjoy the fortnight ahead. 

 

 

Sincerely 

 

Aaron Beach 

Principal 

 

PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 

12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 5.00pm, Sunday 8am. 
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 UPCOMING DATES 

 

Week 3 Week 4 

Tues, 15 May NAPLAN 21/5 – 24/5       Yrs 7-10 Exams  

Wed, 16 May NAPLAN Tues, 22 May Diocesan Cross Country – Grafton 

Thurs, 17 May NAPLAN  Year of Youth, Jesse Manibusan, Yr 7 

 Yr 10 Northern Rivers Careers Expo Thurs, 24 May  Beef Week Cup 

  Fri, 25 May        Beef Day 

 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

This has been a very busy and eventful start to Term 

Two. Our Open night which was held on Monday 

night was a wonderful exhibition of what our College 

offers in terms of secondary education. There were 

more than 100 students who volunteered their time on 

the night to help showcase our College to the wider 

community. I would like to sincerely thank these 

students, as well as all of our staff for their dedication 

and involvement on the night. 

 

We have been able to present Motivational Media to 

our students during Assembly time on Wednesday. 

Motivational Media is an Australian company 

that  “aims to both challenge and inspire young people 

to develop strategies that will enable them to reach 

their true potential so that their life choices will not be 

diminished through avoidable, reckless and harmful 

.behaviours. Through developing student awareness of 

the importance of self-esteem, wise decision making, 

goal setting and friendship choices, the forty minute 

presentations focus on young people preventing or 

controlling situations that may result in harmful 

behaviours”. This year’s presentation was 

inspirational and was told through the lens of several 

people including Turia Pitt. Please discuss this 

presentation with your student, as I believe there were 

some great messages that could have been taken away 

by all students. 

 

Our annual ‘Beef Day’ celebrations will take place on 

Friday, 25 May. The day will run as per usual with a 

late start to allow our students to partake in Breakfast 

with the Butchers. Students will need to be at school 

when the roll is marked at 9.15am. There will be many 

activities run throughout the day. Students will be 

allowed to sign out at 1.00pm, if they have a note. 

Further information will be forthcoming as the day 

draws closer. This is a great day in our College 

calendar and we expect full attendance on the day. 

 

On another note, Wednesday, 30 May will see 

vaccinations for all Years 10 and 11 students. The 

forms were given to students this week. Please 

complete these and return to the College office by 

Wednesday, 30 May. 

  

Tracy Robinson 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - 

MISSION 

Year of Youth Celebration for all Year 6 and 7 

students in the Diocese of Lismore 

Tuesday, 22 May  – Trinity Sports Centre, Trinity 

Catholic College, Lismore. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to gather as a 

community of local Parish Schools in the Year of 

Youth. International singer/songwriter, Jesse 

Manibusan, will surprise, enthuse and challenge all 

participants through an engaging presentation, with 

music, catechesis, comedy, and story to connect faith 

with the lives of young people. Please note that it is 

compulsory for all Year 7 students to attend the event. 

The theme for the day is “Celebrate Youth - The Life 

You’re Living”. Permission notes should have been 

handed in to the College office. Lunch/Morning Tea: 

Students to bring their own (including drinks). 

Students are to wear their sports uniform and 

College hat. 
 

Vinnies 

Senior students (16 years and over) are invited to assist 

at the local Vinnies store on Saturday mornings.  

Please see our Youth Ministry Officer, Zoe 

Butcherine, for further information. This is yet another 

wonderful example of how St Mary’s reaches out to 

our own community.  

 

St Mary’s Parish Festival Mass on Pentecost 

Sunday, May 20 – 9.00 am 

All are welcome. Please note that this is the only Mass 

being celebrated in the Parish that weekend. Please 

join our staff and students to celebrate this wonderful 

Feast day in the Church’s liturgical year. Morning Tea 

will be available after Mass in the Parish Hall.  
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Visit by Sam Clear Tuesday, 8 May 

Sam presented to Years 7 – 10 students about the 

lessons he learnt on his nineteen month, 

15,600km walk around the world for Christian unity. 

Sam has an innate ability to communicate, inspire and 

motivate and this was very evident on Tuesday. 

Students were extremely attentive and hopefully all 

took something away that will enrich their own lives 

and the lives of those they encounter. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

In 2018, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 

Australia will be observed from 13 May - 20 May in 

the week between Ascension and Pentecost which is a 

symbolic date for the unity of the Church.  

 

Coming events: 

Year 10 Reflection Day with Az Hamilton: Thursday, 

14 June. 

Year 9 Reflection Day with Michael Fitzpatrick: 

Tuesday, 26 June. 

Year 11 Street Retreat: nominations will be open soon. 

 

Greg Colles 

Assistant Principal - Mission 
 

 

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY  

National Assessment Program - Literacy and 

Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
A reminder that next week, students in both Years 7 

and 9 will be undertaking the 2018 National 

Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN).  

 

 Tuesday, 

15 May 

2018 

Wednesday, 

16 May 

2018 

Thursday, 

17 May 

2018 

Year 7 

and 

Year 9 

Language 

conventions  

 

Writing 

Reading 

 

Numeracy 

 

We encourage parents and carers to work in 

partnership with us, providing support and opportunity 

for your children to further their core skills in literacy 

and numeracy. Providing opportunities to read - from 

a novel to an article in the newspaper, even a comic - 

all help enhance reading and writing skills and 

reinforce content covered at school. We encourage 

you to have a conversation with your child about 

NAPLAN, and ask them how you can best support 

them. Help your child prepare for NAPLAN by 

reassuring them that the tests are just one part of their 

school program, and by reminding them on the day to 

simply try their best.  

 

Together with the work we do across all Key Learning 

Areas for literacy and numeracy, students are 

reminded that they have access to online practice tests 

loaded on our College website under the ‘Quick Links’ 

tab - “NAPLAN Practice Quizzes”. The College has 

also enrolled St Mary’s students with the online tool 

Education Perfect, which they have been using in 

class and can access at home. Parent/Carer support can 

also be found on the NAPLAN website at 

https://www.nap.edu.au/nap-sample-

assessments/parent-carer-support . 

 

Year 12 SETPs 
Parents of our Senior students will be familiar with the 

‘Senior Education and Training Plan’ (SETP) 

interviews which took place for students in Year 10 in 

preparation for their Stage 6 studies. Next week we 

will be conducting follow-up SETP interviews on 

Tuesday, 15 May for parents with students in Year 12. 

This will give students in their final year of schooling 

the opportunity to reflect on their Stage 6 progress and 

needs and requirements as they move towards their 

final HSC exams. At St Mary’s Catholic College we 

have the unique advantage of our Year 12 students 

having already sat three of their HSC exams in Year 

11. This gives us insight into their strengths and 

weaknesses and the best paths forward before they 

embark on their final HSC exams and post-school 

pathways.  

 

End of Preliminary Course Reports will be distributed 

as part of this meeting.  

 

Information notes were sent home with Year 12 

students at the beginning of this week, and bookings 

must be made via School Interviews online before 

Monday, 14 May at 4pm, when bookings for this event 

will close. 

  

If you are unable to attend at any of the available times, 

please contact the College office to arrange an 

interview with a member of the Curriculum 

Committee. 

 

Dana Barnsley 

Leader of Pedagogy 

 

 

INDONESIAN CORNER 

Did you know?  

The word 'orangutan' is borrowed from the Indonesian 

meaning 'forest person'. 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/nap-sample-assessments/parent-carer-support
https://www.nap.edu.au/nap-sample-assessments/parent-carer-support
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Paul Daley, a Kyogle local with strong links to forest 

conservation projects in both Australia and Indonesia, 

was available for some open Q & A with students this 

week. He showed us his passion for Indonesian 

culture, wildlife and habitats through his incredible 

photography - you can see why his visit sparked our 

interest. Thank you, Paul!  

 

 

Katie Coughlan 

Indonesian Teacher  
 

 

YEAR 7 TRANSITUS EXCURSION 

During the last week of Term One, a small group of 

Year 7 students travelled to Evans Head for the Year 

7 Transitus Retreat. Transitus is a Retreat for 

interested Year 7 students from schools across the 

northern part of the Lismore Diocese. Everyone 

enjoyed themselves, including the teachers, and our 

students were well behaved and participated 

enthusiastically in all activity sessions and at meal-

times. I encourage students to attend these events as 

they come up annually for your year group. 

 

 

 

BONALBO SHOW 

Ten members of our College 

‘Bovine Appreciation Group’ 

attended the first show of the 

season at Bonalbo on 

Saturday, 14 April. We can 

happily report that two of our 

steers made it to the final! 

Thanks to Mr Jeff Marriott 

and Mr Jacob Fraser for 

accompanying our students. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Olivia O’Reilly (Year 10) who won 

the College first place in the parading competition at 

the Casino Beef Week Education Day held last 

weekend. 

 

More than 120 students from seven schools across the 

region were at Casino Showground to get some tips on 

preparing cattle. Then each school selected a student 

to parade a steer in the ring.  

 

Olivia will be at Casino Beef Week showing cattle in 

the Led Steer Competition for Iron Pot Pastoral, a 

company she runs with her two siblings.  

 

 

GOOD LUCK 

This weekend will see a number of St Mary’s Catholic 

College students competing in the NSW Country 

Rugby Union Championships to represent the Far 

North Coast: Kali Ainsworth U/12 (only girl to be 

selected), Will Ainsworth U/14, Hunter Ryan  U/14, 

Jack Denson U/15, Bryce Spencer U/15, Dylan 

Chapman U/15  and Lachlan Thomas U/15. Good luck 

to each of these students!  

 

ROSARY 

The month of May is traditionally dedicated to Our 

Lady through the Rosary. This May, Pope Francis has 

called on Catholics worldwide to join him in praying 

the Rosary for peace in the world, praying especially 

for peace in Syria, Nigeria and North & South Korea. 

We invite you to find time throughout May to join 

together to pray the Rosary for world peace. 
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CANTEEN ROSTER 

14/5  21/5  

15/5 D O’Leary 22/5 D O’Leary 

16/5  23/5  

17/5  24/5  

18/5 J Turner 25/5 S Bodley 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 

Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Thursdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

 

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated 

to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For 

more information ring 1300683337 or visit 

www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 

 

Please note that this facility is available for use with 

the new College uniforms only. 

 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN 

St Mary’s Catholic College would like to thank the 

public and members of our community who supported 

the College with the “Earn and Learn” vouchers from 

Woolworths. The College was able to receive from 

Woolworths a variety of sporting equipment. This 

included a range of footballs (AFL, Soccer and Rugby 

League) netballs, volleyballs, mini-goals, compasses 

and vortexes. Thank you again for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GIRLS LEAGUE - TAG 

Casino RSM Cougars Junior Rugby League are 

seeking girls aged between 13 & 16 to join 

our Cougarettes League tag team. This is the very first 

year girls league tag will be running in our area. Help 

make history by being part of the Junior Cougarettes. 

It’s a fun new game to involve girls in the ever-

growing Rugby League game. It involves both the 

skills of Rugby League and Austag, fast paced and 

challenging, but a very enjoyable game! Everyone is 

welcome to come and try out the game and have a run. 

  

Training is on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:30pm. 

Sign-up is free. You can register 

at http://www.playnrl.com.au Players will need to 

bring their Birth Certificate to training on Tuesday to 

complete registration. Come on girls, let’s make 

Casino history!!Any questions please contact Brody 

Lisha. 

 

PresidentcasinoJRL@outlook.com Ph: 0401332125 

 

SCHOOL ZONES 

A reminder to all parents that school zones remain in 

place for the safety of our children and families. 

 

School zones operate on all gazetted school days, 

which are all days the school is open, even pupil free 

days. 

 

 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
http://www.playnrl.com.au/
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SOLOMON ISLANDS FUNDRAISER 

The College is fundraising for our inaugural 

immersion to the Solomon Islands later this year. 

We are currently raising funds to take goods to our 

‘sister school’ in Tamboko. At our Open Night we 

launched our car raffle. Tickets are available from 

the College office. Cash only will be accepted. Be 

quick as there are only 250 tickets to be sold. The 

raffle will be drawn on Friday, 6 July in the College 

Common Room and the winner will be notified by 

phone. At $50 per ticket, the odds are ‘great’! 

STAFF QUIZ 

Michael Woerner 
Leader of Curriculum 

Leader of Science 

 

 

 

 

If you were not a teacher, what would you like to be? 

Engineer (Civil - skyscrapers)  

Where did you live when you were growing up? 

0 - 6: Columbia, South America 

6 - 8: Germany (Southern) 

8 - 16: South Africa 

16 - 18: Germany (Northern) 

19 - present (still growing up): Australia  

  
 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


