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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
At a recent meeting of the College Executive and representatives from Lismore CSO, our 2018 College Annual Plan 
was discussed. Drawn from our College Strategic Plan (2017 – 2021), our 2018 Annual Plan outlines our goals for 
the coming year. Our Senior Leaders chose our 2018 Theme: ‘Finding Joy in the Ordinary’ and we have three broad, 
strategic goals which support this: 
 
Goal 1: Foundational Values for Catholic Identity & Mission 
‘Foster a Christocentric Catholic culture of true Christian faith and service which is visibly witnessed by all members 
of the wider College community’. 
 
Goal 2: Teaching and Learning 
‘Enhance student engagement and motivation through a rigorous approach to teaching and learning, which is 
embedded in sound pedagogical practice and assessment, to develop independent learners’. 
 
Goal 3: Pastoral Care Wellbeing 
‘Strengthen positive and inclusive interactions between students, staff, families and the wider College community 
which are underpinned by an authentic witness to Catholic values’.  
 
Several strategies and actions then stem from these goals. We have also challenged all students to make a level of 
personal goal setting one of their priorities for 2018. Pages 45-48 of the College Planner are dedicated to this process, 
one page for each school term. Please take the time to ask your sons and daughters about their goals for 2018 and 
where you might be able to assist them to achieve these. When we all work together, great things are possible! 
 
At our P&F Annual General Meeting on Wednesday night, the following P&F Office Bearers were elected for 
2018: 
President – Mrs Patrice Ramsay 
Vice-President – Mrs Karan Bengtson 
Secretary – Mrs Therese West 
Assistant Secretary – TBA 
Treasurer – Mr Paul Bengtson 
Assistant Treasurer – Mrs Joanne Magnay 
Fundraising Chair – Ms Alison Sharpe 
Assistant Fundraising Chair – Ms Stephanie Ball 
 
On behalf of Fr Slack and all members of our Parish Schools communities, I thank these parents for their generosity 
and the great work they do in improving the schooling experience for all of our children here in Casino. 
 
There are a number of ‘date claimers’ of which you need to be aware: 

- As Mr Colles outlines in his column, our first Parish Festival Mass for 2018 will be celebrated on Palm 
Sunday, 25 March at 9am. All families are both welcome and encouraged to attend. 

- St Mary’s Primary School is holding their annual Open Night on Wednesday, 28 March at 6pm. There 
are very strong links between our Parish Schools in Casino and I would urge any prospective parents to 
attend. 
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- A reminder that Easter falls within Term One in 2018: 
Thursday, 29 March – Staff Retreat (Student Free Day) 
Friday, 30 March – Good Friday (Public Holiday) 
Monday, 2 April – Easter Monday (Public Holiday) 
School resumes for a further fortnight from Tuesday, 3 April. 

 
Coming up over the next few days are two significant Feast Days in the life of the Church: St Patrick (March 17) and 
St Joseph (March 19). I have said before that St Joseph’s, St Patrick’s and St Mary’s would account for the patronage 
of the majority of Catholic schools in Australia, such was their legacy. I leave you with the following reflection 
(albeit one written for the Northern Hemisphere): 
 
St. Patrick's Day brings to mind everything from wearing green to shamrocks to good luck to party times in pubs and 
street parades. Tradition has it that St. Patrick, the fifth century Christian who is now the patron saint of Ireland, 
died on this day. It's been celebrated as a religious holiday in Ireland for 1000 years. 
 

A Blessing Prayer for St. Patrick's Day 
by Edward Hays 

Lord of All Nations and All Peoples, 
we rejoice today in a special servant of Yours, 
St. Patrick. 
Irish or not, Catholic or not, 
we all dance a gleeful jig 
on this his joyous feast day. 
Lord of bishops, bakers and bartenders, 
we thank You for sprinkling saints among us 
like holy Patrick, Bishop of Ireland. 

His green feast day gives us all a chance 
to wear the green of spring and life. 
Four days from now our old friend winter 
will loose his lease on life. 
Packing up his ice and snow, 
his chilly winds and frosty breath, 
he'll soon be gone. 
The green of this day 
foretells of rich vegetation 
soon to grace our countryside; 
proclaims the fresh and new 
to the tired and weary; 
announces to one and all 
that spring is on her way! 

Glory for spring and saintly Patrick, 
whose feast of songs and jokes, 
of dancing feet and faerie folks, 
will be for us 
the eve of springtime. 

As Patrick sent snakes slithering out of Ireland 
by Your blessed touch, 
may we, each, through his pastoral intercession, 
be freed of any evil in our lives. 
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Lord of All Seasons, 
winter is on his deathbed, 
but song and mirth are greening all around us. 
Blessed be St. Patrick, bishop and man of prayer. 
Blessed be all saints, 
and the wee folk as well. 

Amen 

Finally, on behalf of the entire College community I would like to offer our sincere condolences to Gabrielle (Year 
12) and Eliza (Year 8) O’Brien and family on the recent death of their grandmother. 
 
 
Enjoy the fortnight ahead.  
 
Sincerely 
 
Aaron Beach 
Principal 
 

PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8am. 
 

UPCOMING DATES 

 
Week 8 Week 9 
Tues, 20 March Yr 10 Dept of Industry Workshop Tues, 27 March U/14 & U/16 Rugby League Casino 
Wed, 21 March Dio Open/U15 Football Trials Woodlawn  U/14 & U/16 Girls Volleyball Casino 
Thurs, 22 March LEAD Senior Retreat Wed, 28 March Bill Turner Cup - Rich. River High 
Fri, 23 March LEAD Senior Retreat Thurs, 29 March Holy Thursday 
Sat, 24 March MUNA Tweed Heads  Student Free Day 
Sun, 25 March Palm Sunday Festival Mass 9am  Staff Retreat 
  Fri, 30 March Good Friday  
 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Thank you to the parents who were able to attend the 
“Safe on Social Media” presentation which was held 
at the College this week. It was fantastic to see so 
many parents at this information session. The 
presenter, Kirra Pendergast had some very sobering 
information regarding the digital footprint that our 
students have developed through the use of social 
media. She also had some practical tips on how to help 
our kids navigate the digital world more safely. These 
will be published throughout the year in this 
newsletter. Kirra did direct parents, staff and students 
to the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner 

at the following web address: www.esafety.gov.au. 
There is a parent section on this website which I would 
highly recommend as it has practical advice on how to 
manage technology in your homes. 
 
This week has also been a week where we have been 
tackling the problem of bullying - leading to ‘Bullying 
- No Way Day’ on Friday, 16 March. Students 
completed an online Bullying Survey after Assembly 
on Wednesday and this has given our Stage 
Coordinators information which they will begin to 
investigate and follow-up. At this assembly, I 
challenged our students to BE BRAVE and look after 
each other - not to be bystanders and if they know of 
an issue, to let an adult know. It is only if we know 
about an issue that we can deal with it. Friday is the 
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culmination of this week and involves our SRC taking 
the reins and running an Assembly in the morning, 
followed by games and activities at lunchtime - all in 
the hope of raising both awareness of bullying issues, 
and developing a sense of community which may help 
students feel empowered to look out for each other. 
 
We will be revisiting both the cyberbullying and 
bullying themes consistently throughout the year. It 
was no mistake that the ‘Safe on Social Media’ 
presentations coincided with Bullying - No Way week. 
We are fighting this battle on several fronts. Not a day 
goes by where the Student Welfare Team is not 
dealing with some kind of issue - most of which begin 
with, or end up on, social media. Please take note of 
what your children have access to and are doing online 
- they are children of the digital age where 
communication is constant. With the use of digital 
media, however, comes responsibility, and we need to 
help them learn and understand this concept.  
 
  

Tracy Robinson 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - 
MISSION 

Studies of Religion Excursion to Holland Park 
Mosque and St Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane  
This was an engaging and informative experience for 
our students. Students asked interesting and important 
questions. The responses will help students further 
deepen their understanding of these two faith 
traditions as they prepare for their Preliminary exams. 
 
       

                                                       
 
 
 
 

Fourth Week Of Lent  
 
 

PROJECT 
COMPASSION 
Evangeline is strengthening Aboriginal culture 

while making a living and 
creating opportunities for 
her community. Featured 
in Project Compassion 
during 2016, Evangeline 
went from seeking 
employment to being a 
Senior Arts worker and an 
inspirational leader for 

youth. Her work at the non-profit Djilpin Arts 
Aboriginal Corporation has supported the 
organisation’s growth and it is now a major 
employer for young people in the remote Northern 
Territory community. 
 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and 
help provide employment and training for our 
First Australians, allowing them to remain on 
country and keep their culture alive - essential 
for a just future.  
 
A Just Future starts with your support! You can 
donate through Project Compassion 
boxes/envelopes: visit 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone 
1800 024 413. 
        
 
Tuesday, 20 March ‘Youth with a Mission’  
(Year 7) 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM) is an inter-
denominational, non-profit Christian movement who 
have visited Casino over the past three years to work 
with the youth in the town. As part of their annual visit, 
YWAM facilitate a workshop for Year 7 students. This 
will occur on Tuesday morning in the Parish Hall. 
 
Staff Spirituality Day - Thursday, 29 April 
The staff of St Mary’s Parish Office, St Mary’s 
Catholic College and St Mary’s Primary School will 
be involved in their annual Spirituality Day on 
Thursday, 29 April. This is a student free day.  
 
Parish Festival Mass  
Our first Parish Festival Mass for 2018 will be held on 
Sunday, 25 March (Palm Sunday) at 9am. There will 
be no vigil Mass on Saturday, 24 March. Please join 
with our Parish community in celebrating the Festival 
Mass on Palm Sunday. 
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Year 7 Unity Day 
On Thursday, 28 February, Year 7 students were 
involved in a number of activities which aimed to help 
them to get to know each other and to accept each 
other’s gifts and talents. Activities included: 
discussing what unity means for them, meditation, 
writing messages on a giant unity poster, blessing of 
the Unity Tree. CSYMA students also facilitated 
activities which focused on the Year of Youth. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
CSYMA students leading small groups at Incitare 
CSYMA students assisted with the Year 6 Incitare 
Day at Tullera Hall on Tuesday, 7 March. Incitare is a 
one day Retreat for Year 6 students in our Diocesan 
schools and uses various group processes and student 
led discussion. Students experience faith nurturing 
activities and skilling for being faith leaders in their 
respective schools.  
 

 
 
Social Justice Stall 
 I wish to thank the Parish community for their 
astonishing generosity for the Social Justice stall held 
after the Weekend Masses on March 3 and 4. We 
raised in excess of $900 for the small community 
school of Tamboko, Guadalcanal Province, Solomon 
Islands. The school is in great need and this is a 
fantastic contribution towards the operation of the 
school. The lucky winner of the 100-Club draw this 
time around was Shirley Murphy.  
 
Coming Up 
Year 7 Pilgrimage to St Carthage’s Cathedral and 
the Carmelite Monastery on Wednesday, 4 April. 
Information and permission notes will be sent home 
early next week. 
 
Ignite Launch Saturday, 12 May 2018 Movie 
World  9:00am – 8:30pm 
The Ignite Launch is all about getting your best mates 
together, making a stack of new friends and having a 
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day you won’t forget about anytime soon. A drug and 
alcohol-free event, Ignite Launch is for high schoolers 
and young adults through to the whole family. 
Huge prize giveaways and competitions throughout 
the day and night!  
See Zoe or Mr Colles for further information. 
 

Greg Colles 
Assistant Principal - Mission 

 
 

P&F RAFFLE 

Thank you to everyone who supported the P&F School 
Fees Raffle.  
 
The lucky winners were: 
1st Place – Toni Glencross 
2nd Place – Jenny Golding 
3rd Place – Wayan Kyaw 
 
Congratulations to the winners who have all been 
notified. Thanks once again for your ongoing support 
which in turn supports our children and schools. 
 

Karan Bengtson 
P&F Vice-President  

 
  

SAINTS SPORT 

St. Mary’s Swimming Carnival 2018 
Thursday, 15 February saw the College start our 
annual Swimming Carnival at 11am, having already 
run some events on the previous Thursday. House 
Captains did a grand job organising their ‘troops’ and 
they maintained their enthusiasm for the whole day. 
The emphasis for the day was all about getting in there 
and ‘having a go’. Most students did just that and 
would have slept well that evening. 
 
The introduction of twenty-five metre races has been 
very popular and we saw some very competitive 
racing for students who may not have been 
comfortable competing in longer races.     
 
Overall, the carnival was a success, largely due to the 
enthusiasm of the staff, students and supporters. 
Students who did not attend need to keep in mind that 
these College events are meant to be fun and 
enjoyable. I would encourage all to attend next year, 
as the spirituality of our community can only be 
enhanced by your attendance and participation. 
 

A big thank you to Michael Freney and Paul 
Bengston for their assistance in the organising the 
carnival. 
Overall winners were Champagnat closely followed 
by McAuley, MacKillop in third place and De Paul 
‘achieving’ their traditional last place. 
 
Age Champions  
Females – Under 12 – Charlotte Day; Under 13 – 
Holly Wall; Under 14 – Elizabeth Robinson; Under 15 
– Makenzi Chadburn; Under 16 – Gemma Codrington, 
Opens – Zali Wheeler (for the second year in a row - 
well done, Zali). 
 
Males – Under 12 – Nick Carey; Under 13 – Jack 
Binney; Under 14 – Thomas Carlill; Under 15 – 
Andrew Hindmarsh; Under 16 – Simon Magnay; 
Opens – Sam Johnston. 

 
Paul McCaffery 

Sports Coordinator 
 
 

DIOCESAN SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Thursday, 8 March saw eleven of our students travel 
to the Lismore Memorial Baths to compete at the 
Lismore Diocesan Swimming Championships. A 
fantastic day consisting of over 130 highly competitive 
events, resulted in a number of our students winning 
their heats and setting personal bests. 
 
Unfortunately, despite some impressive swims, none 
of our students will be moving onto the next level of 
competition, but our swimmers can be extremely 
proud of their efforts in representing St Mary’s. Our 
best results for the day went to Nicholas Carey, taking 
home third in both the 12yrs Boys 50m Breaststroke 
and 12yrs Boys 50m Backstroke. 
 
A special mention must go to Jack Binney for putting 
in a tireless effort, competing in seven events over the 
course of a long day, and Tom Wyatt for being the 
loudest and most enthusiastic supporter throughout the 
event, constantly cheering on our swimmers as they 
went up against some tough competition from much 
larger schools. 
 
I would like to personally thank all of the parents who 
attended the carnival, and helped to organise our 
students and prepare them for their events. 
 

Michael Ryan 
PDHPE Teacher 
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CHILD STUDIES 

Recently, our Year 10 Child Studies class visited 
Jumbunna Community Preschool and Early 
Intervention Centre as part of our unit on ‘Child 
Growth and Development’. The students had the 
director of the centre, Karen McDermott speak with 
them about the programs offered at the centre and why 
early childhood intervention services are so important. 
Our students were then given the opportunity to work 
with the children in the various classes to observe and 
interact. 
 

 
 

 
 

Michele McCaffery 
 Child Studies Teacher 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

19/3  26/3  

20/3 D O’Leary 27/3 D O’Leary 

21/3  28/3  

22/3 S Bodley 29/3 Pupil Free Day 

23/3 J Turner 30/3 Good Friday 

 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 
Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 
Thursdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

 
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated 
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For 
more information ring 1300683337 or visit 
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 
 
Please note that this facility is available for use with 

the new College uniforms only. 
 
 

STAFF QUIZ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Janelle Godfrey 
Maths Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are three things left on your 
bucket list? 
Three things on my bucket list are to ski 
in Canada, get my golf handicap  
under twenty and take a trip overseas 
with my husband, Colin to Europe.  
 
If you weren't a teacher, what would 
you like to be?  
If I wasn't a teacher I would like to be a 
retired teacher playing lots of golf!  
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Staying Safe on Social Media 

  
Across the country, children are using social media younger and younger. 
  
Safe on Social Media uses the term “Parenting at the speed of light”. We speak to parents and carers most nights 
of the week and have found that they are struggling to keep up with what children are using to communicate with 
their friends online. 
  
We will be emailing out practical tips for parents and carers each week. This way we can help you to help keep kids 
in your care stay safe on social media without having to be an expert on every single app they are using. 
  
Our primary position on Social Media use is to ask that parents and carers respect age restrictions, and game 
classifications they are there for a reason, and most apps are 13+. However, for those that have decided that their 
child can use apps younger than the recommended age, we need to make sure children are safe and well 
educated on risks that are easily avoidable. 
  
YouTube, Instagram, Snapchat and Musical.ly are the most popular, with very young children. One of the questions 
we always ask in our talks with children is to tell us how they identify that they are following a real celebrity. We 
step them through a case study and ask them to point out what is missing. It is rare that Primary School age 
children can answer the question. The reason we ask is that we have seen multiple fake accounts trying to lure 
young people into following them. In extreme cases, we have been told by young people during our talks that they 
have received private messages from celebrities. Conversations with these "celebrities" often involve asking for 
inappropriate photographs of the young child. Please make sure that your children know that a celebrity will not 
send them a private message. Ever.  
  
Be aware that whenever someone who is hugely popular with young children is touring the country, fake accounts 
start to appear. For example, Ariana Grande is about to visit and we may see fake accounts being set up 
pretending to be her but there is someone who you do not want contacting your child hiding behind the fake profile.  
  
Fake accounts will often have a slight typo in the name, usually so minor that a young child will not be able to 
notice. You cannot monitor 24/7 what your child sees on social media unless you are holding the device and 
hovering over their shoulder. Even with monitoring devices in place, some things slip through. They are never 
foolproof solutions. We support building a relationship based on trust and a good education that you can provide 
children with knowing the basics.  
  
Our first “parenting at the speed of light” tip is to educate on what verification is.  
  
Every parent and carer needs to know how to identify a real celebrity. Most major social media platforms have a 
verification process to prove that it is the real celebrity or organisation. Please check through with children each 
celebrity account they are following and unfollow the profiles that do not have the following verification symbols in 
place.  
  

 Facebook a tick in a circle next to the name of the page.  
 Instagram it is a blue circle, with a white tick in a circle next to the name of the page.  
 Snapchat calls its verified accounts "Official Stories”. When you follow a famous person on Snapchat, you'll 

know they're verified if they have an emoji to the right of their name. And yes, celebrities get to pick their 
emojis.  

 Twitter has a blue circle with a white tick in it beside the name.  
 Musical.ly has a crown emoji next to the profile picture of the celebrity.   
 YouTube has a red tick in a white box with a red border.   

If you have any questions please get in touch: wecanhelp@safeonsocial.com 
  
Kind regards,  
  
Kirra Pendergast - Director, Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd  
www.safeonsocial.com 
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