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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
Our College will join with more than 620 Catholic schools across NSW and the ACT to celebrate the annual
Catholic Schools Week (CSW) from 4 -10 March, 2018.
This year’s theme is ‘enabling students to achieve the fullness of life’ (John 10:10). The 2018 CSW theme
echoes the broader mission of Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lismore, to provide opportunities for all of
our students to experience life to the full.
We are immensely proud of the role we play alongside our Parish in maintaining the rich heritage that is
Catholic Education in our community. This week provides us with the opportunity to showcase and celebrate
the quality education we offer to the diverse range of students in our school.
It would then be appropriate at this point to acknowledge the outstanding
contribution of one of the ‘giants’ in Catholic Education in the Diocese of Lismore,
Sr Margaret Hogan rsm who passed away on Monday night and whose Requiem
Mass will be celebrated in Casino next Tuesday, 6 March at 1pm in St Mary’s
Church. Sr Margaret was a tremendous supporter of our College. In my ten years
here, she never failed to accept an invitation – whether it be to an Opening or
Graduation Mass, Blessing and Opening of a building or Awards ceremony. At a
critical time in the history of Catholic schools, when governance was being passed
between religious orders and Diocesan Catholic Education Offices, Sr Margaret
was Principal of St Pius X High School, Kempsey (girls only) 1974 – 1979 and
then the amalgamated Macleay Regional Catholic High School 1980 – 1981 (coeducational; formed from the local Christian Brothers and Sisters of Mercy High
Schools). One can only imagine, in an era when resources were scarce, just how
‘resourceful’ Sr Margaret would have needed to be to manage this transition. On
behalf of the entire College community, I extend our sincere condolences to her
family and her Sisters in Christ, for the long life of a remarkable and truly beautiful
woman who is now reunited with her loving God. May she rest in peace.
Last Saturday, two Senior students, Emma Hatton and Liam Taylor,
competed in the annual Casino ‘Lions Youth of the Year’ Competition,
held at the Casino RSM. I am happy to announce that Emma was awarded
the ‘Public Speaker of the Year’ and Liam the overall ‘Youth of the Year’.
We can all be very proud of both of these students for not only the way
they spoke and interviewed, but for the way they represented their families
and the College. Liam now progresses to the Zone Final which will be held
this Saturday afternoon in Lismore. Best of luck, Liam!

There are a number of upcoming events of which you need to be aware:
- On Tuesday, 13 March at 5pm we will host a ‘Welcome Barbeque’ for our Year 7 students and their
families. If you have joined our College community this year in another year level, you are also more
than welcome to come along. Further details, including RSVP, will be provided next week.
- Our March P&F meeting will be held at 5.30pm on Wednesday, 14 March in the College Staff room.
Please note the earlier starting time, which allows us to run the AGM at 6pm, followed by Supper at
6.30pm (kindly provided by our Parent Assembly).
- Following P&F, at 7pm (again 14 March) we will host Kirra Pendergast from ‘Safe on Social’ to provide
another parent information session on Cyber Safety. This follows on from Kirra’s highly informative
presentation last year which many parents were able to attend. It would be good to see even more people
in attendance this year to hear about advances in an area that affects each of us.

Finally, I thought parents might like to see a picture of ‘the flat’ taken at the height of last Monday’s deluge!
Enjoy the fortnight ahead.
Sincerely
Aaron Beach
Principal
PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 12.30pm,
Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 6
All Week
Catholic Schools Week
Wed, 7 March Yr 7 Vaccinations
SOR Excursion
Thurs, 8 March Dio Swimming Lismore
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Week 7
Tues, 13 March

Yr 8 Reflection Day
Yr 7 Welcome BBQ 5pm
Wed, 14 March Safe on Social 7pm
PI Day
P & F Meeting & AGM
Thurs, 15 March Rugby League U/14 & U/16
Volleyball Girls U/14 & U/16

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
Firstly, I would like to pass on my congratulations
to all the College community for the way they
reverently conducted themselves during our College
Opening Mass this week. This is a significant event
in the College calendar and our students showed real
pride in their community. We have a dynamic,
thriving College community here at St Mary’s and
this is due to the combined efforts of our students,
teachers, parents and parishioners.
On another note, I would like to invite all parents to
a seminar called “Safe On Social Media” which will
be held at the College in the Theatrette on
Wednesday, 14 March at 7.00pm. Safe on Social
Media is a private company accredited with the
Office of the Commissioner of Children’s Safety.
Managing Director, Kirra Pendergast has over
twenty years’ digital security, risk management and
business consulting experience including senior
management positions in companies including
Verisign, Avanade (a joint venture of Microsoft and
Accenture), CGI and Cap Gemini. For seven years,
Kirra has worked in social media risk management,
investigation and education for numerous schools,
businesses and government agencies across
Australia.
Students will be attending education sessions during
the day and these sessions will address the risks and
precautions to be taken when using social media
sites such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
Snapchat and many others. Many of the issues that
we deal with at the College have some basis in
Social Media. We are urging parents to come along
so you can make informed decisions regarding your
son/daughter’s online welfare. We know we aren’t
going to stop social media use by tweens and teens,
so we need to show them how to use it safely and
with awareness. I look forward to catching up with
you during this evening.
Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - MISSION
Wednesday, 7 March - Studies of Religion
Excursion to St Stephen’s Cathedral and
Holland Park Mosque
Students
in Senior Studies of Religion classes will
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Christianity and Islam. Students have been provided
with permission notes. The cost per student is $35.
Permission notes and money should have been
handed into the office by now.
SECOND WEEK OF LENT
26 FEBRUARY, 2018

Rattanak is a skilled young barber, living an
independent life in
rural Cambodia. But it
wasn’t always that
way. As a child he
contracted polio and
also became deaf. Like
many people who are
deaf or hard of hearing,
Rattanak
faced
isolation, with a lack of
opportunity to escape poverty. After joining the
Deaf Development Program run by Caritas
Australia’s partner, Maryknoll Cambodia, his life
was transformed and he is now supporting
himself, his wife and baby.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2018 and
help deaf youth in Cambodia to build a just
future, and live in communities that uphold
everyone’s dignity.
A Just Future starts with your support! You
can donate through Project Compassion
boxes/envelopes,
visit
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phone
1800 024 413.
Year 8 Reflection Day - facilitated by the
National Evangelisation Team (NET) – Tuesday,
13 March
We are seeking five families to host the eleven
members of NET on Monday, March 12 and
Tuesday, March 13 by providing accommodation
and meals. The team consists usually of six young
women and six young men in their late teens or early
twenties. The team is usually accommodated in
pairs, or if there is an odd number there may be three
members of the same sex in one group. If you are
able to provide accommodation and meals for a pair
(or three males), or if you would like further details,
could you please contact Mr Greg Colles via the
College office.

Transitus
Transitus is an invitational Retreat for Year 7
students from Parish Secondary Schools in the
North of the Diocese to create a smoother transition
to secondary schools, celebrate and be nurtured in
their faith at a Diocesan level.
The Retreat will be a chance to bring students
together to meet like-minded peers and to celebrate
with other young people who want to grow and be
supported in their Christian faith. The activities will
be a mixture of large and small sharing groups as
well as celebrating the Eucharist together. The
program has been geared to meet the needs of these
Year 7 students.
The gathering will be an overnight experience that
will allow students to build relationships with other
students from throughout the Diocese as well as a
chance for students to talk and share about their faith
journey.
What: Transitus – a youth Retreat for Year 7
students from every Parish school in the Northern
Region of the Diocese.
When: Tuesday, 10 – Wednesday, 11 April, 2018
Where: Camp Koinonia, Evans Head
Cost: Nil. All transport, food and accommodation
expenses will be met by the Catholic Schools
Office.
This Retreat is for students who:
o Regularly attend Mass;
o Are involved in some other form
of Church involvement either at
school or in the Parish;
o Show initiative, common sense
and maturity and;
o Are seeking to grow in these
areas.
A large number of St Mary’s Catholic College
students have already expressed an interest in this
Retreat; however, we can only offer six places. Any
student who would like to be considered is asked to
complete the Student Application Form provided by
Mr Colles and available at the College office.
Attention should be given to the stated selection
criteria. Nominations should be submitted to Mr
Colles no later than Tuesday, 13 March.
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Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
Changes to the HSC minimum standard
From this year, Year 9 NAPLAN tests will no
longer be an early way for students to demonstrate
the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy
needed to receive the HSC from 2020.
This change has been made to ensure NAPLAN
remains focused on its original diagnostic
purpose and to reduce unnecessary stress on young
people.
The NSW Government remains committed to
requiring a minimum standard to receive the HSC
due to the importance of literacy and numeracy
skills
for
success
in
everyday
life.
Students will show they have met the HSC
minimum standard by passing online tests of basic
reading, writing and numeracy skills, which are
available for them to sit when they are ready
from Year 10 until a few years after they have
completed Year 12.
Year 10 students and NAPLAN 2017 test results
Please be assured that if you have a child in Year 10
this year, who achieved a Band 8 or above
in one or more of the 2017 Year 9 NAPLAN
reading, writing or numeracy tests, they are
recognised as having met the HSC minimum
standard in that area and will not need to sit the
corresponding online test.
The first minimum standard online test period is
now open. In Week Seven, St Mary’s Catholic
College will have eleven students who have only
one standard to achieve utilising the first
opportunity available for Year 10 students.
For more information, including sample online test
questions,
visit:
www.educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/HSCminimu
mstandard
Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy

INDONESIAN CORNER

UNIFORM SHOP

"Awas!" is this week's word of the week, which
mean 'watch out!'. Handy if you see a Croc in the
river or a crack in the pavement!

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm

Year 8 have been using their senses to explore
Indonesia - More obviously our new listening words
but also our tasting of Indonesian flavours such as
'kopiko' lollies for celebrating participation in class
and also outside of school some students took part
in a 'mie goreng - fried noodle' challenge, cooking
the popular, simple dish for themselves.

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are
welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use
with the new College uniforms only.

Year 8 students Michael Chivers & Tiarna Olive
Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

MUSIC TUITION

STAFF QUIZ

Michael Namrell
Stage 5 Coordinator
English Teacher
HSIE Teacher

At St Mary’s Catholic College, we offer a Music
Tuition Program where students can receive music
lessons from qualified tutors for the following
instruments: singing, guitar, bass guitar, and drums.
If your child is interested in learning one of these
instruments, please have them see Mr Hayward for
a permission note.

CANTEEN ROSTER
5/3

12/3

6/3

D O’Leary

13/3 D O’Leary

7/3

T Brims

14/3

8/3

W Noijens

15/3

9/3

S Bodley

16/3 S Bodley
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What makes you happy?
An early morning surf with my son,
Otis and my mate, John. Quality waves
and just the three of us out and I
couldn’t be happier!
Did you have a childhood nickname?
Michael was the most popular boy’s
name in Sweden in 1964. We had three
in my class so I was always ‘Namrell’ –
a good choice since we’re the only
Namrell’s in the country!
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Parent Portal
The St Mary’s Catholic College parent portal has been set up now. You will have to create an account and
log in with the following instructions.
Account Creation
1. In your web browser go to parent.lism.catholic.edu.au

Note: You only have to create one account per family across the whole Lismore Diocese.
2. Create a new Parent login

3. Enter the email address that is registered with St Mary’s Catholic College. (You will be sent an email to
activate)
Note: If you don’t know what email is registered you will have to fill out a form to update your details
with the College.
Note: If you have multiple students at schools in the Lismore Diocese ensure that they all have the same
email address registered with their school.
4. Go to your email and click the link that was sent to you and follow the prompts to finalise your account.
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Logging into the Parent Portal
1. In your web browser go to schoolworx.lism.catholic.edu.au

Enter your account name (full email address)
Enter your Password

2. Select the student profile you would like to view

Note: If you have a child in another school in the Lismore Diocese and that school has not
activated their parent portal you won’t be able to view that child’s student profile.

John Smith

Dan Smith
Jess Smith

Frequently Asked Questions
Q. My email address doesn’t work or I have forgotten what email is registered with the school when I
attempt to create an account on parent.lism.catholic.edu.au?
A. Contact the school as your details could be out of date and you will need to update them.
Q. My child’s student profile doesn’t show after I have created the Parent account and logged in?
A. If you have children at more than one school in the Lismore Diocese you need to ensure that you have
the same email address registered at both schools. Please contact the schools to update your information.
Q. I have forgotten my password.
A. Go to the web address parent.lism.catholic.edu.au and enter your email address in the “create parent
login”
section,
you will receive a link to reset your password.
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