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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
The College is a real ‘hive of activity’ at present, despite the heat, and I encourage each and every one of our students
to get involved in as many activities as possible which will only make their secondary school experience that much
more enjoyable.
We wish two of our Senior students, Liam Taylor and Emma Hatton all the very best as they compete in the annual
‘Lions Youth of the Year’ Competition next Saturday. The process used to select the finalist is rigorous and consists
of a formal application along with a panel interview and series of speeches, two of which are impromptu! Good luck
Liam and Emma!
Some of our new families may not be aware that for over eighteen months, our Student Leaders have been involved
in a ‘Breakfast Club’ programme sponsored jointly by Casino Rotary and Richmond Valley Council. This willing
group has now extended to students from other year levels and every Wednesday morning, our students have been
going up to Casino West Primary School and helping prepare breakfast for the students. This is one of many service
programmes which we run here at the College and truly epitomises our motto to ‘Reach Out’. Well done, students.
There are a number of upcoming events of which you need to be aware:
- College Photographs will be taken on Tuesday, 27 February. Full, formal uniform must be worn on this
day, which includes long trousers and ties for our Years 11 & 12 boys. Several students will also require
haircuts before this time.
- Our College Opening Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, 28 February at 11.30am. All parents are
welcome to join us for this important annual celebration at which we induct our Student Representative
Council for 2018.
- Catholic Schools Week begins on Sunday, 4 March. Further details of celebrations will be provided in our
next newsletter.
At Wednesday night’s P&F meeting, I was asked – and rightly so given the current weather conditions – about how
soon our classrooms would be air conditioned. In short, while I cannot provide an exact date for the commencement
of these works, the electrical audit commissioned by our Parish Finance Council from Assurance Consulting has now
been received and tabled at a Parish meeting held with representatives from the firm last Tuesday. The report outlines
a major scope of works including the installation of energy efficient lighting across the entire Secondary campus,
along with the provision of solar and air conditioning for most classrooms. The cost savings in our current electricity
expenditure would then be used to repay the loans taken out to pay for these upgrades, along with any Grant monies
available. A project of this size obviously needs to be staged (given that it also includes St Mary’s Primary School
and Parish) and as soon as I am in a position to advise a timeline for implementation, I will do so. Our students have
shown great resilience in the heat over the past few days and most have simply ‘gotten on with it’ without any degree
of fuss and they are to be thanked and congratulated for this. If any parents who were not at our P&F meeting would
like to speak with me about any aspect of this plan, please call the College office to arrange a mutually convenient
time.
While the year is off to a great start as I have outlined above, one minor concern I do have at the start of this school
year as opposed to recent years, is the number of students who have returned to the College wearing incorrect school
shoes. This is something about which we have been very particular and Mrs Robinson has gone as far as including

‘pictorials’ of what is acceptable and unacceptable in several Newsletters. Black joggers, skate shoes and the like are
NOT acceptable here at the College. Our local businesses are also aware of our policy and will be able to assist you
in making appropriate footwear choices and I thank them for their support over many years. We have always been
firm in our conviction here at St Mary’s that it is in ‘getting the little things right’ that the ‘big things’ follow.
Belonging to any community or group entails certain responsibilities and school uniform and personal grooming is
one of these areas. Our requirements are very clear and have remained unaltered for several years. I thank you all for
your full and ongoing cooperation in this regard. Should any parent or student require assistance or clarification in
meeting these requirements, please feel free to contact me via the College office.
As we are now in the Season of Lent, where we traditionally ‘give something up’ as an outward sign of our Christian
convictions, as a brief reflection, I include the following quote from Eileen O’Connor, Co-Founder of Our Lady’s
Nurses for the Poor:
‘The cause of a person’s poverty is not yours to question. The fact a person is poor is the reason you help’.
Maybe this Lent we could all give some of our time to assist someone whose needs are greater than our own.
Finally, on behalf of the entire College community I offer condolences to the families of James Thomas (whose
Grandfather passed away recently) and also Rylee and Brielle Halliday (whose Grandmother recently passed away).
Requiescat in pace.

Enjoy the fortnight ahead.

Sincerely

Aaron Beach
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday
12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8am.

UPCOMING DATES

Week 4
Thurs, 22 Feb

Yr 7 Unity Day

Week 5
Tues, 27 Feb
Wed, 28 Feb
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College Photos
Yrs 11 & 12 Careers Expo
Opening Mass

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
At the beginning of a new school year, it is pertinent
that all our students feel safe while they are here at
school. While I would like to proudly stand up and say
that bullying does not happen at our College,
unfortunately from time to time it does.
It is important that, as a school community, we
understand the nature of bullying and have consistent
and shared strategies to support young people if they
are being bullied at school. What is bullying? Bullying
is when the following actions happen again and again
to someone.
It is hard for the young person being bullied to stop
these things from happening again and again.






Being ignored, left out on purpose, or not
allowed to join in;
Being made afraid of getting hurt;
Being hit, kicked or pushed around;
Being made fun of and teased in a mean and
hurtful way;
Having lies or stories told about them to make
other students not like them.

What can you do if you think your children are being
bullied at school?







Try to talk with your children about what is
going on;
Listen to their concerns and believe them;
Be aware of your own response and react in a
calm and helpful manner;
Talk with your children’s teachers and calmly
discuss the situation and some possible
strategies;
Encourage your children to ask for help if they
are being bullied, e.g. talk about who they
could talk to at school, and how to ask for
help.

At St Mary’s, your first point of contact should be to
speak to the appropriate Stage Coordinator. If you call
the College office staff will direct you to the correct
person if you are unsure who this is. Staff, students and
families working together will help make our
wonderful College a safe environment for each of our
students to learn and thrive.
Tracy Robinson
Assistant Principal
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FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL MISSION
Year of Youth

At the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in
December last year, the national ‘Year of Youth’ was
launched by Archbishop Fisher, on behalf of the
Australian Bishops. Six Year 10 students from St
Mary’s Catholic College attended this Festival.
The Year of Youth invites the Church into prayerful
discernment about the importance and life-giving
presence of young people in the local Church and
society. It calls for dialogue and active engagement
focused on the reconnection and renewal of a new
generation of young people in the life of the Church.
The theme is “open new horizons for spreading joy”.
Our College community will develop focus areas
during 2018 based on this theme. All Social Justice
activities undertaken by the College community in
2018 will be linked to them. The Catholic Schools
Office is also supporting Parishes in a number of ways
during 2018. The College will provide details during
the course of Term One. All Home Rooms will
endeavour to raise funds over Lent which will assist
Caritas in providing assistance to the poorest in our
world.
The theme for Project Compassion 2018 is “A Just
Future”.
This year, Project Compassion offers a different story
to feature each week during Lent. Focused on the
theme “A Just Future” and featuring a new country
each week, the stories explain the issues faced in each
country. They also highlight how Caritas Australia is
working together with vulnerable people, helping
them to develop their strengths and create change in
their own communities.
PROJECT COMPASSION 2018 PRAYER
God of all peoples and nations, you accompany us on
our Lenten journey.
Through the life and mission of your Son, you give us
the gift of mercy.
May we learn to walk your way of justice and
compassion with all your people.
In a special way, we keep in mind the children, women
and men around the world who are most vulnerable to
extreme poverty and injustice.

In this Year of Youth, may we support young people
as they recognise that through their
efforts, their desire to change and their generosity,
they too are participating in the
building of a better world.
Bless our prayers, our fasting and our Lenten gifts to
Project Compassion.
Through these actions, may our hearts be open to
receive your grace as we work
towards a just future for all your creation.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen.
Week 1: Janaki, Nepal
Janaki, a young business woman from Nepal, has
turned her life around.
Growing up in extreme poverty and forced into a
marriage at the age of twelve, she faced many
challenges. Her husband died just two years into their
marriage.
In 2015, Janaki joined a youth club formed by Caritas
Australia’s partners, Caritas Nepal and the Ekata
Foundation Surkhet, learning how to sew.
She took a loan from the youth club to purchase her
first sewing machine.
Janaki using her sewing machine to make clothes and
earn a living.
Two years on, Janaki has eleven sewing machines and
is running her own business teaching others. She is a
role model in her community.

The theme for CSW 2018 is ‘Enabling students to
achieve the fullness of life’.
Catholic Schools Week is a time to celebrate our faith,
educational direction and the importance of enabling a
‘fullness of life’ (John 10:10) for each and every
student.
Thus, this year’s theme is ‘enabling students to
achieve the fullness of life’ (John 10:10). The 2018
CSW theme echoes the broader mission of St Mary’s
Catholic College and all Catholic schools in the
Diocese of Lismore, to provide opportunities for all of
our students to experience life to the full.
We are immensely proud of the role we play alongside
our Parish in maintaining the rich heritage that is
Catholic Education within our local community. This
week provides us with the opportunity to showcase
and celebrate the quality education we offer to the
diverse range of students in our school.
Wednesday, March 7, Studies of Religion/Catholic
Studies Excursion to St Stephen’s Cathedral and
Holland Park Mosque.
Students in Senior Studies of Religion/Catholic
Studies classes will travel by bus as part of their depth
studies in Christianity and Islam. Students have
already been provided with permission notes. The cost
per student is $35. Permission notes and money must
be returned to the Office by Wednesday, February 28.

Year 8 Reflection Day - facilitated by members of
the National Evangelisation Team (NET)
– Tuesday, 13 March.

Janaki is now a Youth Club leader.
Catholic Schools Week Sunday March 4 – Friday 9

We are seeking five families to host the eleven
members of NET on Monday, March 12 by providing
accommodation and meals. The team consists of six
young women and five young men in their late teens
or early twenties. The team is usually accommodated
in pairs, which means that there will be three males in
one group. If you are able to provide accommodation
and meals for a pair (or three males), or if you would
like further details, please contact Mr Greg Colles at
the College.
Greg Colles
Assistant Principal - Mission
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FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
SRC news - Dolly’s Dream
With the motto for St Mary’s Catholic College 2018
as “Find Joy in the Ordinary’, the Student Leadership
Team sought to spread the joy on Valentine’s Day!
In support of the charity ‘Dolly’s Dream’, the College
and House Captains spread the message of love
throughout the school by delivering roses and hugs.
The Dolly’s Dream Foundation is a charity group
established by family and friends of Dolly
Everett. Dolly was a victim of bullying, and ended her
own life at the young age of fourteen. In remembrance
for Dolly, and to facilitate positive change for the
students in our College, joy, love and acceptance was
promoted across every year level, with almost $200
raised. #doitforDolly

1. Who am I? What do I bring to the
workplace - Supporting students to
understand their skill sets and what this means
for the working environment.
2. How do I successfully navigate the new
world of work - examining the changing
workplace with the onset of automation, what
this means for education and how to prepare.
This unit will include an excursion to the
Northern Rivers Careers Expo in Lismore.
3. Getting Noticed - Supporting students with
resume writing and interview skills.
I anticipate that these learnings will help students
consider their options carefully and support
considered decision-making.
Years 11 and 12 students have been given permission
slips to attend the University Roadshow at Casino
High School on 27 February, 2018. This presentation
given by a number of Universities: UNE, SCU,
Griffith, Bond and USQ along with TAFE, provides a
taster of options for students and time to ask questions
as students consider choices for post-secondary
education. This is always a good presentation.
Bev Champion
Leader of Resources and Careers

SYDNEY ART EXCURSION

Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy

CAREERS & RESOURCES
This year we have introduced a fortnightly class for
Year 10 students to support their preparation for life
post-school. The changing job market will have a
number of consequences for Generation Z (students
born between 1995 and 2010 approx). To prepare
students,
PAGE
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designed. They include:

During Week Two, our Compressed Art class was
fortunate enough to experience “Artexpress” in
Sydney. “Artexpress” is a showcase of selected
artworks from the previous year’s HSC. The
interaction between our students and these works is a
valuable experience in developing artistic practice,
preparing them for the HSC.

Other benefits of the Sydney trip included exposure to
the city and the culture it provides. Students visited the
Art Gallery of NSW, enjoyed some retail therapy and
dinner in Manly (via the ferry), and also visited the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Circular Quay.

HSC work from 2017

The Gallery of NSW
Darren Harper
Visual Art Teacher

SYDNEY DRAMA EXCURSION
Last week our Compressed Drama students also
travelled to Sydney in order to attend ‘Onstage’ at
Seymour Theatre. This is a showcase of outstanding
drama performances from the 2017 Higher School
Certificate and an exhibition of exemplary Individual
Student Projects.
While in Sydney, students also attended Drama
workshops at the Belvoir Theatre. Here they
experienced the practice of performing, while
developing an understanding of the elements of
Drama, adding to their skills in creating theatre of their
own.
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Jo Colville
Drama Teacher

INDONESIAN CORNER
Halo, Selamat Hari Valentine!

CANTEEN ROSTER
19/2
20/2

26/2
D O’Leary

27/2 D O’Leary

21/2

28/2

22/2

1/3

23/2

J Turner

2/3

S Bodley

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Tuesdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Thursdays
3.15pm to 5.00pm
Welcome back to the Indonesian Corner where
students from Year 8 share what we have been doing
in class.

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.

Since we have been back from the holidays, Year 8
have been having fun creating stories about many
different topics, and all in Indonesian!

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated
to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For
more information ring 1300683337 or visit
www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.

This week's word of the week is 'tidak apa-apa' which
means 'no worries' (A very Aussie thing to say really).

Please note that this facility is available for use with
the new College uniforms only.

Have a good week, Selamat Tinggal.
By 8N students Kaleigh Campbell & Kiara McAnally
Katie Coughlan
Indonesian Teacher

CONGRATULATIONS

PARISH INVITATION
Are you interested in finding out more about the
Catholic Church? Have you thought about "Becoming
Catholic”? A program will begin on Saturday, 24
February at 4.30pm at the Marian Cottage. Please
contact the Parish Office to register your interest or
come along to find out more.

Lachlan West (Year 10) attended Regional Little
Athletics on 3&4 February, participating in 300m
Hurdles, High Jump, Triple Jump and Long jump.
Lachlan placed first in 300m Hurdles and broke the
record by two seconds. He placed third in High Jump,
second in Triple Jump and fifth in Long Jump.
Lachlan will now be attending the State Finals in
March. Congratulations, Lachlan.
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CASINO RSM COBRAS
Casino RSM Cobras FC 2018 Registrations
Sign on dates:
Sat 10, 17 & 24 February, 2018.
9:30am - 2pm @ Casino RSM Club.
Or alternatively online:
www.playfootball.com.au

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Last year alone, over 2000 schools participated in our
Clean Up Australia Day events, making an immense
contribution to the 14,139 tonnes of rubbish removed
in 2017.

Ed Curran
Maths Teacher

Schools Clean Up Day is a fun and engaging way to
learn about the responsible disposal of rubbish,
resource recovery and the repercussions of rubbish
dumped irresponsibly in the local environment.
Our Year 7 students will be helping out in the
community to assist with this great day. Information
will be sent home next week.

WORLD WETLAND DAY
To promote World Wetlands Day, there will be an
event held at the Jabiru Geneebeinga Wetlands
Casino on Sunday, 18 February, 2018 from 10.15am.
The day will be run by the Casino Environment Centre
and is supported and funded by the Conservation
Volunteers Australia, along with the Richmond Valley
Council.
A fund raising sausage sizzle will also be part of the
day with funds going to promoting the importance of
this Wetland in local land and river ecosystems,
enhancing its wildlife habitat value, by restoring it to
its former beauty, as when first rehabilitated as part of
the 1988 Bi-Centennial celebrations.

What’s something that people might not
know are you?
I am a global nomad—born in Iran - grew up
in Africa - schooled in England - travelled
extensively through Europe and the US - now
living in God’s own country: Australia.
What are 3 things left on your bucket list?
1. Visit Japan
2. Buy a Mustang
3. Get a tattoo (probably of a dragon)

Kate Rowlands
Stage 4 Coordinator
Maths Teacher
Legal Studies Teacher

Please contact Jill Lyons for any further assistance on
0416 032 607.

STAFF QUIZ
This year we have started a ‘Staff Quiz’ where each
week one staff member is to answer a series of
questions and provide two photos from their earlier
years. Each fortnight we will showcase two staff
member’s profiles for the College community to get to
know the people behind the names and faces. To start
us off, Mr Ed Curran and Mrs Kate Rowlands kindly
nominated themselves.
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What’s something that people might not
know about you?
I played representative cricket for both NSW
and Qld.
What are 3 things left on your bucket list?
1. Going skiing—never been!
2. Travelling around Australia would be
fantastic
3. Would love to go to Europe

