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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,
I would like to congratulate our Year 12 students on their graduation from SMCC. Due to COVID-19 restrictions,
the Year 12 students had their Graduation and Award ceremony at the College Formal last Saturday night. They
have proven to be a very resilient group and have been able to cope with the lack of certainty in this crazy year.
Good luck to our Year 12 Graduates as they move to the next stage of their life journey.
I must commend all students and staff for the smooth start to the 2021 academic year. The full use of these last
five weeks of the school year by our junior classes has been one of the great ‘hidden’ benefits of our compressed
model of HSC curriculum. Parents and guardians can assist us over these remaining four weeks by ensuring
that students are maintaining their home study routine.
With the new school year comes new staffing arrangements and I would like to warmly welcome Mr Trent White
(Standard English), Ms Sara Khamkoed (English and Religious Education) and Mr Matthew Carter (TAS). Each
of these teachers is already known within our community and I offer them a very warm St Mary’s welcome.
As you have probably been informed by your student/s, we are in the process of moving out of C Block so we
will be ready for the Pre-Demolition works, and then demolition of this building. We have managed to find
classrooms for each class and other than a few teething problems with internet and class sizes, all seems to be
going well. I wish to thank all the students and teachers of the College for the amazing resilience that they are
showing with the changes that are occurring. Particular thanks to all the teachers who have been working
tirelessly to move resources out of the classrooms and especially to Mr Paul Lyons for his incredibly hard work
over the past few weeks.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the College will not be having a formal Celebration Evening for 2020. Student
reports will be sent home in the next week. I would like to congratulate all the students who have worked so hard
and made enormous efforts in each of their subjects in 2020. I gave the students a challenge at our assembly
on Monday - to work a little bit harder and achieve a little bit more. I look forward to seeing the rewards this
challenge may bring to those who take it on in 2021.
The College has welcomed our incoming Year 7 students today. The ninety-six 2021 Year 7 students had their
Orientation Day and I was very impressed with their enthusiasm and efforts that they made today. It was the first
time that some had been into the College as we were unable to have Open Evening this year. To all these new
students - we welcome you and are very excited to have you join our community.
Some dates to remember:
 Senior Retreat will be held in Week 8, 30 November - 2 December.
 The final day of 2020 for students across Years 8 – 12 is Wednesday, 16 December at 3.10pm.
 Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews will be held on Thursday, 17 December from 9am to 12noon.
Yours sincerely

Tracy Robinson
Principal

PARISH MASS TIMES
WEEKEND MASS
6 pm (Sat) & 8 am (Sun)

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 8.45 (Prayer of Penance)

WEEKDAYS

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGSFUNERALS

Monday 9.00am, Tues 8.00am
Wed 8.00am
Thurs 9.00am ,
Fri 9.00am (Until further notice)
Sat 9.00am

(Contact Parish office for details)

Masks are recommended for those attending
Mass.
Only 60 people in the Church.

FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
This week all students changed over to the next year level and have settled very quickly into their new classes
and teacher routines. Our Compressed Curriculum model allows our students to have a head start in all year
levels, and it is wonderful to see student’s step-up to the new challenges before them.
One important change to the College Timetable is the provision of double Sport periods for Years 7 – 10 each
Thursday. In order for this to occur, students will have six lessons of 50 minutes’ duration on Thursday’s. These
are the Bell Times for the 2021 academic year.

Sports Uniform
This means that students in Years 7 – 10 are expected to wear their sports uniform ONLY on Thursday, unless
there are mitigating circumstances. A reminder that parents must write a note explaining why their child is not
wearing the College uniform on any other day.
3Rs
As we begin the new academic year, teachers are discussing the 3R’s with their classes: RESPECTFUL,
RESPONSIBLE and READY. These are common expectations throughout the College. These are not new to
our College community, but have been renewed in terms of their importance to help our classrooms operate
effectively. These will be explained in a greater degree of detail as the academic year rolls on.

Safe on Social
The app Parler has been described as a conservative breakaway Twitter. This app is increasing in popularity
but is in the news for all the wrong reasons. Kirra from Safe on Social wants to alert parents about the possible
dangers of children accessing this app.
It’s a chat site but contains pornography, obscenities, discussions of marijuana, blackmail and false rumours.
Comments can be voted or echoed by users, just like Twitters like and retweet functions, and users may also
direct message one another.
Be careful!
Users who sign up should be advised to be very careful about the information they provide at the establishment
of an account because the app requires new users to provide considerable personal information. Both email
addresses and phone numbers are required, with a confirmation text being sent. Should an individual wish for a
verified account, a scan of a government issued photo identification is required.
Unfortunately, users can be subject to online abuse and by doxing (an online attack in which hackers dig up
personal information and documents). This is especially important for people who have not been exceptionally
careful with their personal information.
Parler also allows conspiracy and hoax groups to promote their material. This follows the ban of such groups in
2020 on Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and Reddit.
There is a global problem with the dissemination of misinformation and this app is part of the issue. There is
serious concern that Parler promotes false information, racial vilification, incitement to violence, and overt
hostility towards minority groups. Some participants on this platform are on the ASIO watch list and the FBI
watch list. This is indicative of the level of extremism available on this platform. Acquiring the focus of ASIO is
not a digital footprint any student or individual would wish to obtain.
Finally, age restrictions need to be respected for this app - Parler is not an app for children.
Ratings on Google apps = Teen
Ratings on The Apple Store = 17+
App Rating: 17+
Kirra Pendergast
CEO - Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd
kirra@safeonsocial.com
Greg Colles
Acting Assistant Principal

FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – MISSION
Senior Retreat - Tyalgum Ridge Retreat – Monday, 30 November – Wednesday, 2 December
All current Years 10 and 11 students will attend the 2020 Senior Retreat. Senior Retreats are consistently
reported by students as one of the highlights of their school experience and represent an important part of their
spiritual development. The Senior Retreat is a compulsory part of the program at St Mary’s Catholic College and
as such it is expected that all students will be in attendance.
All students have received a permission note which is now overdue. If a student has lost a note they can collect
one from the College Office. A list of what to bring will be distributed to the students next week.
Advent
Sunday, 29 November 2020 marks the start of Advent. Advent is the beginning of the Church’s new year and
is a season of waiting and preparation. In fact, this season of Advent focuses on Christ’s threefold coming—
past, present and future.
• We await and prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas.
• We hope and give thanks for Christ’s presence within us and in the Word and sacraments.
• We look to the future, waiting for Christ to come again.

During Advent we prepare with mounting expectation for the coming of Christ in a spirit of waiting, conversion
and hope.
Advent Pilgrimage: A Journey from Eden to Bethlehem is a resource with daily video mediations and scriptural
readings that can be used to help prepare for Christmas

Margaret Bertalli
Acting Assistant Principal - Mission

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY
HSC study and online tutoring with RESN
On Wednesday this week, the new Stage 6 cohort were given a presentation
on time management by Nicholas Power-Geary from the Regional Education
Support Network. RESN is a not-for-profit which provides free, online tutoring
for regional and rural students provided by a team of passionate HSC and VCE
graduates. Their goal is to provide access to high-quality tutoring for
regional/rural Australians, who may not have access to the plethora of external
education support services that students in metropolitan areas enjoy. As well
as being available to come out and present to students on Study hints and tricks,
RESN also provides online tutoring, which our Year 11 and 12 students have
signed up for. As St Mary’s College is a registered RESN school, all our Senior
students need to do now is email through their study questions and RESN tutors
are committed to responding in 24 hours!
Please explore their website for more information on their services, and encourage your Year 11 and 12 students
to access this amazing resource: resn.org.au.
Dana Barnsley
Leader of Pedagogy

VET, CAREERS AND RESOURCES
Borrowing Resources through the Library
The Library provides a range of resources to support students and their studies. At this time of the year, students
are borrowing a number of textbooks for their oncoming studies. As students are now borrowing and returning,
I thought it was a good time to have a friendly reminder of our borrowing procedures.
Students are loaned a particular textbook through our Library system. Students write their name in this book in
an allocated section and the year in which it was borrowed. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure this
exact textbook is returned in good condition at the end of the borrowing period. Textbooks and Library books
that are lost or in bad repair need to be paid for so they can be replaced.
Borrowing Resources through the Library
Textbooks
As part of the College’s textbook levy, students are entitled to loan set textbooks to support their studies. It is
important to remember the following:
 Students are loaned a particular textbook with a barcode through the Library.
 Students write their own name in this book and are responsible for this particular text for the duration.
 This text is to be kept in good condition. If problems arise with the condition of the text, students are to
report this to the Library at the time where it will be repaired.
 Students must return this particular textbook when they have finished using it.
 It is therefore important to remember that books should not be left in classrooms or in other places where
they may go missing.
Library Resources
We have a range of excellent fiction and non-fiction resources. These are loaned over a two-week period.
Students should renew or return these books after this time. Books may be reserved through the Library.
The Library website, library.cashlism.catholic.edu.au, also has a range of resources accessible 24/7. These
include:
 STUDY GUIDES,
 SORA, with over 12,000 ebooks and audiobooks, and also,
 CLICKVIEW, where a range of subject-specific and recreational videos and documentaries may be
found.
Bev Champion
Leader of VET, Careers and Resources

SMCC SPORT
Titans Shield Rugby League Carnival 2020
In a year where we haven’t been able to play a lot of competitive sport, it was fantastic for our students to be
able to get out of the classroom and onto the field. They were clearly eager to get back into sport with enough
students to field 6 teams, making us the most represented school by a long way.
Conditions were warm in Ballina but that didn’t stop our students from getting stuck in and giving it their all. They
all played extremely well and should be proud of the way they represented St Mary’s. Thank you to all staff
members who gave up their time to conduct training sessions during lunch and after school in the lead up to the
event, as well as coaching on the day. I know the students are extremely appreciative of your time, as am I.
Thank you also to Mrs Robinson for supporting the day and allowing so many of our students the opportunity to
represent the College.
Individual team reports are included below.
14 Girls (1) - Coach: Mr McCaffery
Our Saints team were very enthusiastic and showed a lot of creativity in their play on the day. They kept the ball
moving at every reasonable opportunity but were cleverly cautious at the same time. Their defence was
very good for most of the day as well. All players should be proud of their efforts. Special mention should go

Samara Leven who took the role of dummy-half and was very busy following the ball all day, she was very
creative and scored a few tries and Elle Hannigan who was very strong in both defence and attack and was our
top try scorer.
Players Player: Samara Leven 3 pts, Elle Hannigan 2 pts, Izabel Baker 1 pt.
14 Girls (2) - Coach: Ms King
This was a very new experience for these girls and boy did they enjoy it. They performed incredibly well against
teams that were much bigger and “older” (85% of both our teams were made up of Yr 7 students). I wonder how
many woke up Friday morning with many “muscle memories” of the day before. By the end of the day the girls
learned the importance of the art of tackling. A special mention to Elsie Pratt who scored the only try for Team
2 against Trinity.
Players Player: Tatiana Simpson 3 pts, Niquetta Hickling-Townsend 2 pts, Bridgette Marsden 1 pt.

14 Boys (1) - Coach: Mr Pouloudis
The boys did well to come back and have a really good crack against Kyogle at the end of the day after a couple
of tough losses earlier on.
Players Player: Taj Newton 3 pts, Beau Baildon 2 pts, Hayden Sivewright 1 pt.
14 Boys (2) - Coach: Mr Humphrys
After a slow start against Xavier, the lads continued to improve during the day with some hard running and gritty
defence - notably so against Ballina Coast. The more experienced players stepped up and assisted the less
experienced players which was pleasing to see. The team improved as a unit because of this teamwork. Also
worthy of mention are Thomas Ainsworth, Nicholas Newman, Toby Hannah, Alex Peart and Ryan Monaghan.
Players Player: Jackson Bennett 3 pts, Keagan Hancock 2 pts, Thomas Ainsworth 1 pt.
16 Girls - Coach: Mr Bartlett
What an experience for just about every girl that played today. Contact sport - Rugby League. For some it was
a bit of a surprise, for others it was just like having an argument with their brothers. The first game against a
much bigger Ballina Coast High certainly challenged the girls. Once they realised what the game was about, the
girls got stuck into them. And if the game went another couple of minutes would have scored an equalising try however it was not to be.
In the second game against our neighbours, Casino High, the girls got away to a great start. Again, playing
against a much bigger side, the girls learnt a few lessons from the first game - especially in defence. The last
game was a combination game, first half against BCHS and the second half against CHS. All teams were very
tired, hot and sunburnt.
Players Player: Poppy Lynes 3 pts, Kali Ainsworth 2 pts, Giorgi Crethar/Holly Wall 1 pt.

16 Boys - Coach: Mr Ryan
A strong St Mary’s side were confident leading into the day, with the only concern being their ability to match
some of the opposing forward packs’ size. However, smart play by our boys meant they got off to a great start
against Casino High, with Logan Brereton scoring an early try in the corner. Casino hit back later on with the
game finishing as a draw, but the first try scorer rules were in effect, resulting in us taking the W. The second
match was against Maclean High, and it was Ashton Harley who got St Mary’s on the board first with an incredibly
strong run. The boys were crisp in attack and staunch in defence with some bruising tackles taking the wind out
of the Maclean side as we notched another win. Heading into the last game against Trinity, the boys were on a
roll. Joe Downham’s clever play from dummy-half saw him get across the line in the opening moments and some
hard running from Tom Carlill pushed our boys further in front. A late try from Trinity was unable to snatch the
win, with our 16 boys side finishing the day undefeated and taking home the honours for the day.
Players Player: Ashton Harley 3 pts, Jack Hannigan 2 pts, Alex Clarke 1 pt.

Mike Ryan
Sports Coordinator

UNIFORM SHOP
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
The Uniform Shop is now located in the Front Office and will be open on the following days:
Tuesday - 3.00pm to 5.00pm
Thursday – 2.00pm to 5.00pm.
Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome.
SECOND HAND UNIFORMS
Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For more
information ring 1300683337 or visit www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au.
Please note that this facility is available for use with the new College uniforms only.

We invite you to come along and participate in our wonderful Christmas events. Richmond Valley Council is hosting two
screenings of The Grinch and a Christmas market and family fun night. Check out the details below and register through the
Eventbrite links. COVID Safety Plans are in place for all events. Numbers are limited. All events are free for our communities
enjoyment.

Friday 4 December – The Grinch, Casino Showgrounds. Gates open at 6pm for an 8pm start. Register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/126359106489

Saturday 5 December – The Grinch, Stan Payne Oval. Gates open at 6pm for an 8pm start. Register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128805983163

Friday 11 December – Christmas in Casino, Casino Showgrounds. Two sessions times; 4.30pm-6.30pm or 7pm –
9pm. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/128585856759
If you have any questions, contact Richmond Valley Council’s event officers on 02 6660 0300.

St Mary’s Catholic College Traffic Management Plan
St Mary’s Catholic College acknowledges the complexity around traffic flow - both pedestrian and vehicular within and immediately outside the St Mary’s College Precinct. The complexity poses a potential risk, particularly
to pedestrians, and the reduction of that risk demands cooperation from staff, students, parents, visitors to the
College, and external service providers.
It is imperative, therefore, that the following directions be observed:





No private vehicles should ‘double-park’ or stand on Canterbury Street to drop, collect or wait for
students;
No private vehicles should ‘double-park’ or stand on Canterbury Street for the purpose of business
exchange at the College;
All vehicles must be parked in designated parking areas on Canterbury Street and West Street if they
are conducting any business at the College;
Drivers need to drop-off and/or pick up students in the pick-up and drop off zone north of the West Street
Bus Bay.

For ease of movement and the safety of all involved the following parking directions are to be observed:



Staff and Visitor parking is available at the front office, and in front of the College in Canterbury Street.
Student parking is available on West Street.

Pedestrians should be alert to the possibility of vehicles at all times. Students are to use pathways wherever
they are available. Students crossing Canterbury Street or Centre Street must use the pedestrian crossings on
these roads.

