
 

 

 

Newsletter 

Volume 40      Issue 17     26 October, 2018 

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 

 

Welcome back to Term Four! We are certainly at the ‘business end’ of the year and I will outline some of the 

important dates and arrangements that you need to be aware of as we work towards our move to the 2019 Timetable 

from Monday, 19 November. In particular, we wish our Senior students the very best of luck in their HSC 

Examinations which commenced last Thursday. 

 

Congratulations to Joe Leven who was the lucky winner of our Solomon Islands Car Raffle which was drawn at the 

end of last term. Joe is pictured below receiving the keys, along with his children, Samara and Amos. 

 

 
 

Staffing for 2019 is currently being finalised but at this stage I would like to congratulate and welcome Mr Mark 

Chivers (Mathematics/ICT) and Mr Aaron Kennedy (Agriculture/HSIE) on their appointments. Neither of these 

gentlemen are ‘new’ to our community – Mark is both a parent and casual teacher in more recent times; and Aaron 

was previously on staff in 2012, before his appointment to McAuley Catholic College, Grafton. I know all members 

of the College community will make Mark and Aaron most welcome when they commence with us in November at 

the start of the new academic year.  

 

At Monday’s Assembly, I reminded all students of the importance of making the most of the many opportunities 

which are presented to them at St Mary’s, especially those related to learning and teaching, including their attendance 

at the Homework Centre which runs in the Library four afternoons per week from 3.15pm to 5.00pm. It would be 

great to see more students taking full advantage of this facility which, when utilised appropriately, can only help to 

enhance their results. 

 

With the 2019 timetable starting in Week 6, the timetable for the term is as follows: 

Normal classes for Weeks 1-3; 

Years 7-10 Exams completed in Week 4; 

Transition Week – Week 5 (Mon 12/11 & Tues 13/11 are Student Free) Wed 14/11 – Fri 16/11, Years 7 – 9 Modified 

Program; Years 10 – 11 Senior Retreat; 

New 2019 Timetable commences Monday, 19 November; 

Last day of formal classes is Wednesday, 19 December at 3.10pm. 

Note that Parent/Teacher Interviews will be conducted on Thursday, 20 December during the school day. 

 



 

 

PAGE 2 OF 9 

Our tenth annual ‘St Mary’s Race Day’ will be held at Casino Race Course this Saturday, 27 October commencing 

with lunch from 12 noon. Tickets are $50. This is always a great day and one which brings our entire Parish and 

schools’ community together – I hope to see many of you there on the day. 

 

Our annual Celebration Evening will be held on Tuesday, 11 December at 7pm in the Relihan Centre. This is our 

formal opportunity as a school community to recognise the achievements of our Years 7 - 11 students throughout the 

preceding academic year. As in 2017, we will personally ring the families of each award winner to invite them to 

Celebration Evening and I look forward to seeing many of you on the night. 

 

We observed ‘World Teachers’ Day’ today – which is an international celebration of the contribution which teachers 

make to the world around them. Having now been teaching for over half of my life, I think that I can say with some 

authority that working with young people in fostering a love of learning, is a most rewarding and worthwhile 

vocation. I have recently attended two school reunions – one for the 1978 Year 10 class of St Mary’s (40 years), and 

one for the 2008 class at my previous school in Queensland (10 years). While seemingly worlds apart, there were 

distinct similarities in the affection with which ex-students remembered their time at school, and in particular, the 

teachers who helped shape their lives. We can indeed be very proud of the work our teachers do here at St Mary’s 

and on behalf of Fr Slack EV and all members of our community, I thank them most sincerely. 

 
Finally, as we will hold our Remembrance Day Assembly before next Newsletter goes to print, I include the 

following reflection for you on the centenary of the armistice which ended the First World War on 11 November, 

1918: 

 
…’At the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month' of this (centenary) year - many of us will pause for a 

moment's quiet contemplation and reflect on the legacy of our forebears who sacrificed their lives in the 

service of their country and those they loved. 

This ritual is based on a notion of legacy articulated over 2,000 years ago by Plato: 'We should leave our children a 

legacy rich, not in gold, but in reverence.' Each generation bequeaths to the next what it is most important to 

remember. And what we must never forget. 

This quality of reverence was beautifully captured in the Manchester Guardian's report of the first Two Minute 

Silence observed on the anniversary of the Armistice, marking the official time and date of the end of World War 1 

in 1918: 

The first stroke of eleven produced a magical effect. The tram cars glided into stillness, motors ceased to cough 

and fume, and stopped dead, and the mighty-limbed dray horses hunched back upon their loads and stopped also, 

seeming to do it of their own volition. Someone took off his hat, and with a nervous hesitancy the rest of the men 

bowed their heads also. Here and there an old soldier could be detected slipping unconsciously into the posture of 

'attention'. An elderly woman, not far away, wiped her eyes, and the man beside her looked white and stern. 

Everyone stood very still ... The hush deepened. It had spread over the whole city and become so pronounced as to 

impress one with a sense of audibility. It was a silence which was almost pain ... And the spirit of memory brooded 

over it all.' 

 

World War I was to be 'the war to end all wars'. The admonition 'Lest we forget' was based on the hope that if we 

could only keep close in our collective memory the experience of horror then we would never go there again.’ 

            (Scott MacInnes) 

Enjoy the fortnight ahead.  

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Aaron Beach 

Principal 
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PARISH MASS TIMES 

St Mary’s, Casino - Mass times: Monday 9am, Tuesday & Wednesday 8am, Thursday 9am, Friday 

12.30pm, Saturday 9am, Saturday Vigil 6.00pm, Sunday 8am. 
 

UPCOMING DATES 

 

Week 3 Week 4 

29/11 – 2/11  HSC Exams continue 5/11 – 9/11  Yr 7-10 Exams 

  Fri, 9 November HSC Exams Conclude 

  Sat, 10 November Yr 12 Formal 

 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Welcome back to Term Four. I trust that all families 

had a very enjoyable break. I would like to thank the 

majority of students who have returned to the College 

and are following the expectations that are clearly 

outlined to all students at the commencement of each 

term. Please ensure that your child is adhering to all 

the expectations that are outlined in the front of the 

College planner. 

 

Students are currently working very hard in the time 

leading up to the end of semester exams. Often parents 

and families are at a loss as to how to help and support 

them through this very busy time. Here are three 

practical ways that parents/carers can help: 

 

 Make sure there are plenty of healthy snacks 

in the fridge and try to provide good, 

nutritious food at regular intervals; 

 Encourage your child to take regular exercise. 

A brisk walk around the block can help clear 

the mind before the next revision session; 

 It's important to get a good night's sleep before 

an exam, so discourage your child from 

staying up late to cram. And make sure he or 

she eats a good breakfast on the morning of 

the exam. 

 

I wish all our students the best of luck and know that 

their efforts will be rewarded. 

  

Week Five of this term is our Transition Week which 

signifies the change of one academic year into the 

next. There will be two pupil free days on 12-13 

November. After that there will be a Senior Retreat for 

our Year 10 and Year 11 students. Our students in 

Years 7-9 will take part in a Reach Out community 

service day, and a retreat day (14 - 15 November), 

before being rewarded with a day of fun activities 

(TBA) on the Friday. Please understand that these 

three days are COMPULSORY attendance days for all 

students. 

 

Tracy Robinson 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - 

MISSION 

Socktober is an initiative of Catholic Mission and one 

way in which the St Mary’s Catholic College 

community can fundraise and engage in advocacy and 

formation activities for Catholic Mission during 

World Mission Month in October. 

 

The ‘sock it to something’ concept is an Australian 

expression that means to ‘strike out’ at. We want to 

invite you to help us ‘strike out’ at social issues, such 

as poverty, child labour, child trafficking, 

homelessness and lack of education and to do so we 

also need your practical support. 

 

On Monday, 29 October, students are asked to wear 

crazy, colourful socks and donate a gold coin to 

Catholic Mission’s Myanmar appeal. 

 

November Month of the Holy Souls  

Wednesday, 1 November, All Saints Day  

Every year the Church recalls the example, witness, 

and prayer of the holy women and men who have been 

identified by the Church as Saints. These saints are 

more than just role models; they are family members 

with whom we continue to share relation, in a bond of 

prayer, called the Communion of Saints. Every year 
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when we celebrate this day, the Gospel we proclaim 

recalls for us Jesus' teaching about happiness, the 

Beatitudes. The Beatitudes can be understood as a 

framework for Christian living. Because of this, it is 

natural that we proclaim this Gospel on the Feast of 

All Saints. Saints are people who lived the spirit of the 

Beatitudes as Jesus lived. On this day, we too are 

challenged to model our lives on the spirit and 

promises of the Beatitudes. 

 

Thursday, 2 November, Commemoration of All 

Souls 

On the Feast of All Souls, we pray for the souls of all 

those who have died. There are many choices of 

readings for this day, all focusing on our belief in the 

resurrection of the dead and Jesus' promise of eternal 

life. The Gospel story of the raising of Lazarus offers 

us many important insights about this aspect of our 

faith. 

 

Throughout November, Masses are offered for the 

Holy Souls. Prayer Request Forms will be placed on 

the table at the front foyer of the Church. Fill in the 

names of people and deceased members of families 

that you would like to have prayers offered for and 

return to the basket located at the altar at the beginning 

of November. 

 

Festa Christi 

A reminder that Year 8 students who wish to attend 

Festa Christi are to see Mr Colles for an application 

form. This is a gathering for selected Year 8 students 

from Parish Secondary Schools in the North of the 

Diocese to celebrate their faith at a Diocesan level.  

 

The gathering will be an overnight experience which 

will allow relationships to be built with other students 

from throughout the Diocese, as well as a chance for 

students to talk and share about their faith journey.  

 

What:  Festa Christi – a youth gathering for students 

from every Parish school in the Northern region of the 

Diocese.  

 

When:   Thursday 15 – Friday 16 

November, 2018. 

 

Where:  Bornhoffen Leadership 

Development Centre, 3510 Nerang Murwillumbah 

Road,    Natural Bridge.  

 

Cost:  Nil. All transport, food and accommodation 

expenses will be met by the Catholic Schools Office. 

 

2018 Transition Week Activities Years 7, 8 & 9 

Wednesday 14 November - Friday 16 November 

Attendance at Transition Week activities is 

mandatory for all students in Years 7, 8 & 9.  

Students are to wear their College Sports Uniform for 

Wednesday and Thursday plus a set of work clothes to 

change into if involved in gardening or clean-up 

activities. 

 

1. Reach Out Community Service Day and Social 

Justice Retreat Day 

Wednesday, 14 November – Thursday, 15 

November 
In living out our motto of “Reach Out,” St Mary’s 

Catholic College will provide students in Years 7, 8 & 

9 with the opportunity to experience a retreat and 

community service days on Wednesday, 14 November 

and Thursday, 15 November, 2018.  

 

The Retreat day will be facilitated by Mr Az Hamilton 

from Just Motivation 

(http://www.justmotivation.com.au/retreatreflection-

days/).  Through a Social Justice driven retreat, Az 

aims to challenge and inspire students to see faith 

through a different lens and to equip and activate them 

to put their faith into action to make a positive impact 

in the world. 

 

The “Reach Out” community service day involves 

students undertaking some form of community service 

or “ministry” in small groups. Giving back to the 

community is a special and important part of 

belonging to a Catholic school and an integral part of 

what we do at St Mary’s Catholic College. Students 

will be supervised by at least one, but in most cases, 

two College staff members. The ministries include: 

visitation to St Michael’s Nursing Home; working in a 

Green Team – where students tidy elderly community 

member’s gardens; assisting in infant and kindergarten 

classes, to name a few. Most students will have a 

ministry in the morning and will return to school for 

lunch, and then attend a different ministry in the 

afternoon. Students will be provided beforehand with 

a personalised sheet detailing the ministries and what 

they have to bring for the day. No matter what ministry 

students have, it is imperative that all students wear 

their College hat and bring a water bottle. Students 

will be provided with a barbecue / pizza lunch on 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

Timetable 

  
 Wednesday,  

14 November 

Thursday,  

15 November 

Friday, 

16 November 

Retreat DPA/MCA 

Houses 

CHA/MAC 

Houses 

Activities 

Community 

Service 
CHA/MAC 

Houses 

DPA/MCA 

Houses  

Activities 

 

 

http://www.justmotivation.com.au/retreatreflection-days/
http://www.justmotivation.com.au/retreatreflection-days/
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2. Activities on Friday, 16 November: Students who 

attend both the Wednesday and Thursday sessions will 

be offered the opportunity to participate in an activity 

on Friday. Further information regarding this will be 

provided to students and parents over the coming 

week. 

 

Greg Colles 

Assistant Principal - Mission 
 

 

FROM THE LEADER OF PEDAGOGY  

Positive Behaviour Management for 21st Century 

Learners 
St Mary’s Catholic College staff participated in 

professional learning with Dr Bill Rogers on the first 

day of the term. Dr Rogers led staff through his 

workshop called "Behaviour Leadership: 

Management and Discipline." This workshop 

focussed on positive behaviour leadership and 

specifically addressed topics such as: the language of 

correction and encouragement; the establishment 

phase of the school year; developing personal 

behaviour management and discipline plans for 

challenging students; managing disruptive behaviours 

whilst maintaining a learning focus; using behaviour 

consequences and managing frustration and anger in 

behaviour management situations. 

 
As a parent, some of the strategies of behaviour 

management presented in the workshop were 

absolutely transferable to my ‘home life’! Dr Rogers 

himself pointed this out to everyone, and in discussion 

with other staff who are also parents, some of the tips 

we thought we might share include: 

 
 Behaviour awareness eg. ‘You have left the 

lunch things all over the bench.’ NOT ‘Why 

are the lunch things all over the bench?’ 

 Focus on the ‘do’s’, not the ‘dont’s’ eg. ‘Close 

the door behind you, thanks!’ NOT ‘Don’t 

leave the door open!’. 

 Focussing on the primary behaviour - or 

tactically ignoring/not getting caught up in the 

eye-rolls and whinging that follow on. 

 TUT - Take Up Time. It is OK to allow kids 

some time to act on correcting the behaviour - 

tactically ignore them so they have time to 

reflect and follow through. 

 Avoid negative qualifiers eg. ‘Wow! So nice 

you have cleaned up your room...not like last 

week when it was a pig sty.” 

 

 

 

Hopefully, some of these strategies will resonate with 

you, as we all work together to navigate our young 

people through their teenage years. Good luck 

projecting ‘confident calmness’! 

 

Groceries for Gunnedah. Food for Forbes. 
At the end of last term, McAuley Vice-Captain Lexi 

Taylor, and 2019 College Captain Jesse Marshall, 

handed over the grocery vouchers to the Parish Office 

for dispensation to Gunnedah and Forbes. Thank you 

so much to families and staff for contributing to this 

fundraiser and helping those in our rural communities 

struggling the most. Overall, we successfully raised a 

significant $2123.25 through our Homeroom G4G 

and F4F fundraising drive and Dress as a Farmer for 

a Farmer Day, as well as our Reach Out team’s 

exciting event, Splendour on the Flat.  

 

 
 

Dana Barnsley 

Leader of Pedagogy 

 

  

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP 

Last Thursday, twenty-five students from Year 8 had 

the opportunity to be part of a very useful and 

interesting creative writing workshop. The workshop 

was run by Sibony Duff from the StoryBoard writers' 

workshop, courtesy of the Byron Writers’ Festival.  

 

Our students had a chance to gain useful insights and 

tips on creative writing, as well as putting some of 

those newfound skills into practice. The students were 

very focused and drew praise from Sibony for their 

behaviour and their efforts on the day. It was great to 

see our students really getting stuck into the activities 

and at the end actually being surprised with the volume 

of writing they managed to create in a very short time, 

all following the six steps set out at the start of the 

workshop.  
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Judging by the comments from some of the students, 

we might have to run this again next year!  

 

 

 

2018 SHOW REPORT  

Our co-curricular cattle promotions are done and 

dusted for another year, with our attendance at the 

local shows culminating in last weekend’s North 

Coast National Show.  

 

The group started out preparing for the School Steer 

competition in which they placed 4th in the class over 

430kg. 

 

The steer team did not feature in the placings in the 

open steer but nonetheless were not out of place. 

 

Special mention to the Simcox family for their 

generous support through the donation of a steer. This 

was very much appreciated. 

 

Friday was the chance to show our Stud Braford cattle. 

The fortunes and efforts of the show team were 

rewarded with 14-month old St Mary’s Bindi being 

awarded First Place, then going on to be awarded 

Junior Champion Female. 

 

St Mary’s Hank then hit the ring and had the judge 

working hard to decide the winner of the class. Hank 

was awarded second place in a close decision. 

 

Congratulations to Olivia O'Reilly who competed in 

the Junior Judging competition and placed second 

overall, which now sees her qualify for the State finals 

at the Sydney Royal Easter Show next year. 

 

Dairy Spectacular 

A select group of students were given the opportunity 

to experience and learn about the Dairy Cattle and 

prospective career paths within the industry. 

 

They started out selecting animals they would utilise 

in the parader’s competition. Although a little nervous, 

the students competed extraordinarily with Piper 

Moloney (Year 9) and Gemma Codrington (Year 10) 

placing third and fourth respectively. 

 

The students then listened to career pathways and 

opportunities from the Daughters of Dairy Farmers 

from Beaudesert. 

 

The day culminated in the Junior judging competition 

with students competing and gaining valuable skills 

and knowledge. Gemma Codrington was an absolute 

stand out and was placed second and becomes the 

reserve competitor for the state titles to be held at the 

Sydney Royal Easter Show next year. 

 

We would like to thank Ms Bonnie Riddle for assisting 

with the team and extend our appreciation to the 

Bennett family for their ongoing support.  

 

  

 

 

   

Rob Dolman 

 Agriculture Teacher  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

THE criteria to go on the YMCA Space Camp was - 

"you need to be enthusiastic about space and be a 

person who loves learning about space". 

 

Chatting to 15-year-old Jackson Whitney it is easy to 

see why the St Mary's Catholic College student was 

the only person chosen in the Northern Rivers to attend 

the space camp in Canberra. 

 

"My maths teacher discovered the camp and she 

recommended me to go on it because of STEM at 

school," Jackson said. 

 

STEM stands for science, technology, engineering and 

maths. Jackson is good at all of them and science is his 

favourite subject. He was only back from the camp for 
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a few days and he was still glowing from the 

experience. 

 

"It was cool to work with people who work for 

NASA," he said. 

 

One of forty-seven students from across Australia, he 

said they flew drones, designed rockets and used the 

UNSW program that the university's astro-engineers 

used to design satellites. 

 

The first day included team building exercises and 

then it was time to get into space. "They spoke about 

astrophysics, astronomy and deep-space exploration," 

Jackson said. The student hopes to one day be a 

mechanical launch engineer for Space X, the company 

owned by Elon Musk. 

 

"I loved the camp, I recommend it," he said to anyone 

thinking of applying next year. 

 

He is, of course a fan of physicist Stephen Hawking. 

His screen saver is a quote from Hawking: "Remember 

to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try 

to make sense of what you see and wonder about what 

makes the universe exist. Be Curious." 

 

What was it about space that fascinated the Casino 

boy? "Not knowing what's out there. Exploring the 

galaxies," Jackson said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Uniform Shop Opening Hours 

Tuesdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

Thursdays 3.15pm to 5.00pm 

 

Payments of cash, cheque or EFTPOS are welcome. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 

Sustainable School Shop is an online shop dedicated 

to buying and selling of second hand uniforms. For 

more information ring 1300683337 or visit 

www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au. 

 

Please note that this facility is available for use with 

the new College uniforms only. 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

 

29/10  5/11  

30/10 D O’Leary 6/11 D O’Leary 

31/10  7/11  

1/11 K Evans 8/11 K Evans 

2/11 S Bodley 9/11 S Bodley 

 

 

STAFF QUIZ 

Jill Cummins 
College Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What makes you happy? 

Spending time with the family whether it 

is at home on the farm, on a camping trip 

or my favourite is at a resort. 

 

What’s something that people might 

not know about you? 

I was a pretty successful ballerina 

throughout my childhood. I did jazz and 

tap too but ballet was my forte.                

Also, I was a Pilates instructor                       

for ten years. 

  

 

 

Casino RSM Junior Cricket Club 

Casino RSM Junior Cricket Club is still 

open for player registrations in Junior 

Blaster (5 – 7 year olds), Master Blaster (7 – 

9 year olds) and Junior teams in U12, U13, 

U15 and U17 age groups. Competition starts 

in 1 – 2 weeks. If you are interested in 

playing for the Summer terms, please 

register now at playcricket.com.au  

($75 for Blasters; $99 for Juniors) 

http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
http://playcricket.com.au/


 

PAGE 8 OF 9 

 

 

 

We emailed this information early this year. We have 

decided to send it again due to the fact that when we 

complete our Social Media Risk and Online Reputation 

Audits for schools we see this across the board. 

 

Cybersafety sessions are often structured around how 

we can help children, and what a child should not be 

doing on social media. 

 

This, however, is about parents. 

 

 

 

When you comment on a public post, you are often engaging with complete strangers. Depending on the discussion 

you are entering into you may encounter people you wouldn’t invite into your home, or talk to at a party. You 

certainly wouldn’t tell these people when and where you went on holiday, how old your children are, their names, 

where they go to school, where you work, the area you live and what kind of stuff you own?  

 

You would be cautious in real life, so why not online? 

 

Risks to your children: 

 

Further to this, when you comment on your school’s Facebook or Instagram page – you are publicly stating you have 

an association with the school. That means you could have a child there. Depending on the nature of the post you 

respond to you may confirm this fact. Should someone click on your name, what sort of profile will they find? Have 

you just revealed too much about your family? 

 

Parents, most of the security on your accounts is not as strong as it should be.  

 

Think about what can happen when you geotag a photo of your child into their school and then have a public 

Instagram or Facebook account. We see this a lot during school awards ceremonies, the first day of school and at 

other special events. 

 

Think about this scenario. Someone who doesn't have a child's best interests at heart happens to be driving past the 

school, they pull over and search the name of the school and see photos of your child that you have geotagged to the 

school. They click on your name and go straight to your account because your Instagram is not set to private or your 

Facebook isn't as private as it could be. Then, that stranger could understand everything about your life and therefore 

be very convincing to your child if they see them walk out of the school and say to them “Mum told me to pick you 

up”. Think about it if your child says ‘how do you know my Mum?’ They could answer with a whole lot of 

information about your life based on what you are posting. Right down to where you last went on holidays and the 

name of the dog.  

 

Also, please be aware when you are taking photos at your child's school and posting them there may be kids in 

protective custody in the background of the image, and you could unwittingly put them at risk.  Also, if you take 

photos of your child with their friends, always make sure you have permission from the parents of the other children 

before you post pictures of their kids online.  

 

We all ask our kids to keep their accounts set to private… so it’s time to lead by example.  

 

If you have any questions, please get in touch: wecanhelp@safeonsocial.com 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Kirra Pendergast - Director, Safe on Social Media Pty Ltd  

 

www.safeonsocial.com
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